lof, Ph.D. candidate in structur-
al and regional techtonics at
Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology (The Oregonian, Port-
land); and William G. Wild, Jr.,
an industrial engineer at the
State University of New York at
Buffalo (Business Week).

The fellowship experience has
a notable impact beyond the du-
ration of the 10 weeks. Many
program alumni, which now to-
tal 205, have chosen to pursue
careers in science journalism on
a full-time basis. Others have
continued to free-lance at least
part-time. Those individuals
who, upon completion of the
fellowship, return to careers as
scientists and engineers play a
valuable role in educating their
peers about the ways of the me-
dia and the level of scientific
literacy and understanding
among the general public. Final-
ly, the media site hosts benefit
from the different perspectives
of students with scientific and
technical expertise.

The AAAS Mass Media Sci-
ence and Engineering Fellows
Program is supported by grants
from private corporations, foun-
dations, and associations, as well
as by the AAAS.

Additional information and
applications for the 1988 Mass
Media Science and Engineering
Fellows Program can be ob-
tained by writing Susan Sauer,
Office of Public Sector Pro-
grams at the AAAS address.

LiseeTH A. LEVEY
SusaN SAUER

Abelson Receives
National Medal of
Science

Former Science editor Philip
Hauge Abelson received a Na-
tional Medal of Science from
President Ronald Reagan on
Thursday, 25 June, in ceremo-
nies at the White House. He
was honored for “his path-
breaking contributions in radio-
chemistry, physics, geophysics,
biophysics, and biochemistry
and for his vigorous and pene-
trating counsel on national mat-
ters involving science and tech-
nology.”

“I was delighted to be named
as a recipient of the National
Medal of Science,” said Abelson.

But, he adds philosophically, “I
am more interested in trying to
be a useful part of the present
and the future than in contem-
plating events of the past.”

Heart surgeon Michael E.
DeBakey, Baylor College of
Medicine; radiation belt discov-
erer James A. VanAllen, Univer-
sity of Iowa; and mathematician
Michael Freedman, University
of California, San Diego, were
among the recipients of this
year’s National Medal of Sci-
ence.

The National Medal of Sci-
ence is the nation’s highest sci-
entific honor bestowed by the
President. Established in 1959,
the Medal is awarded to individ-
uals who deserve special recog-

nition for their contributions to
knowledge in the physical, be-
havioral, or social sciences. Se-
lection is based on the total im-
pact and importance of an indi-
vidual’s work on the present
state of his or her chosen field.
In addition, achievements of an
unusually significant nature are
considered in relation to their
potential effects on the develop-
ment of scientific thought.

Currently serving as science
adviser to the AAAS, Abelson
has been with the Association
since 1962, when he became
editor of Science. He retired as
editor in 1984.

To honor his many years of
service as editor of Science, the
AAAS created the Philip Hauge
Abelson Prize upon his retire-
ment in 1984. The prize is now
awarded annually either to a
public servant in recognition of
outstanding contributions to
advancing science, or to a scien-
tist whose career has been dis-
tinguished both for scientific
achievement and for notable
services to the scientific commu-
nity.

JEFFrREY L. TERAMANI
Office of Communications

More Cost Savings
for Insured
Members

Effective 1 October 1987 all
rates for the AAAS Group Term
Life Insurance Plan will decrease

Office of Public Sector Programs

Philip A. Abelson, former Science editor, received National Medal of
Science from President Reagan at White House ceremony.

by 10 percent. In addition, all
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