
Charles Van Horn, director of the biotech- 
nology patent group at the patent office, 
says the agency is actively evaluating a num- 
ber of the pending animal patent applica- 
tions. The first series of decisions could be 
issued within 6 months, he says. The coali- 
tion is lobbying Congress to impose a mora- 
torium before the patent office can issue any 
ruling. 

Richard Godown, executive director of 
the Industrial Biotechnology Association, 
contends that the coalition will weaken in 
time. "We are going to meet the issue with 
facts," he says. "As the dialogue advances I 
anticipate that some [religious groups] will 
back away from supporting a moratorium." 

But, Riflcin says the controversy will not 
go away. The animal patent decision (Sci- 
ence, 10 April, p. 144), he argues, is fueling 
a political movement that is forcing Con- 
gress to confront questions of morality ver- 
sus commerical expedience as they relate to 
genetic engineering. 

The challenge for industry is to separate 
these issues from the animal patent process, 
says Steve H .  Holtzman, vice president of 
Embryogen, Inc., an Athens, Ohio, compa- 
ny that has two animal-related patent appli- 
cations pending. As things stand now, 
Holtzman says, Congress faces "a melange 
of issues that are confused and run to- 
gether." rn MARK CRAWORD 

Research Whaling on the Table 
A joint statement on recent Iceland-U.S. 

talks in Washington notes that a "pause in 
the taking of whales for scientific purposes" 
by Iceland would be continued while further 
discussions on the subject are held. Over the 
next few months, such negotiations are like- 
ly to decide how well the International 
Whaling Commission's moratorium on 
commercial whaling will withstand its most 
serious current challenge-so-called research 
whaling. 

Whaling for research purposes during the 
moratorium had been proposed by several 
countries that were more or less heavily 
engaged in commercial whaling (Science, 15 
August 1986, p. 718). Their rationale is that 
such activities would support the compre- 
hensive assessment of whale stocks that is 
linked to the moratorium. (An JWC vote on 
extension of the 5-year moratorium is sched- 
uled for 1990.) Consen~ation groups argue 
that research whaling is a pretext for contin- 
ued whaling operations, with the whales 
taken being sold on the commercial market. 

Under the rubric of research whaling, 
Icelandic whalers operated last year and 
resumed whaling this year, catching some 
80 fin whales in the North Atlantic before 
the pause began on 19 July. 

The IWC moratorium specifically prohib- 
its commercial whaling; until this summer, 
research whaling was not dealt with directly 
under commission rules. This year, howev- 
er, when Iceland, Japan, and South Korea 
submitted proposals for research whaling to 
the IWC, the commission's scientific com- 
mittee, which rules on the technical merits 
of such requests, rejected each of the three 
proposals. At the IWC meeting in Bourne- 
mouth, England, in late June the commis- 
sion, debating each case separately, con- 
curred. 

Regarded as more significant, however, 

was the commission's approval of a general 
policy on research whaling embodied in a 
resolution put forward by the U.S. delega- 
tion. The resolution sets up detailed criteria 
for research whaling and provides for formal 
notification of governments whose propos- 
als do not satisfj the criteria. The resolution 
passed by a 19 to 6 vote with 7 abstentions. 

Despite the decisive vote, most obsen~ers 
did not expect the resolution to resolve the 
issue. The IWC operates on consensus and 
wields no enforcement powers. The major 
force behind its decisions in recent years has 
been U.S. legislation. Countries that violate 
IWC rules may be penalized through limits 
on their fishing rights in U.S. waters or 
restrictions on sales of fish products in U.S. 
markets. The U.S. government has proved 
hesitant, however, to act punitively against 
countries that are allies or important trading 
partners. 

Fish products sold in the United States 
make up a significant part of Iceland's ex- 
ports. Icelandic whaling, therefore, makes 
the country a clear candidate for "certifica- 
tion" for U.S. sanctions. Representatives of 
U.S. consen~ation organizations say that the 
pattern of Icelandic whalers is for them to 
complete the hunt for fin whales in July and 
to resume whaling a short time later for a 
different quarry, sei whales. As part of their 
plans for scientific whaling, the Icelanders 
had announced they would take some 40 sei 
whales this year. 

The Washington talks left the issue of 
whether the pause would be permanent very 
much in doubt. Uncertainties also surround 
the intentions of Japan, Norway, and South 
Korea. But the outcome of the current 
negotiations should indicate how effective 
the United States will be in bargaining in 
behalf of the IWC strictures on research 
whaling. JOHN WALSH 

Presidential AIDS 
Panel Named 

Last week, Ronald Reagan announced 
the appoinrment of 12 members to a presi- 
dential commission on the human immuno- 
deficiency virus epidemic, none of whom is 
recognized as having medical or research 
experience with the AIDS epidemic. Their 
AIDS-related credentials notwithstanding, 
commission members were "drawn from a 
wide range of backgrounds and points of 
view," according to the White House. 

Commission -members are W. Eugene 
Mayberry (panel head, named 25 June), 
chief executive officer of the Mayo Clinic in 
Rochester, Minnesota, a medical adminis- 
trator with research experience in disorders 
of the thyroid gland; Coleen Conway-Welch 
of Vanderbilt University in Nashville, Ten- 
nessee, a professor and dean of nursing; 
John Creedon, chief executive officer of the 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company in 
New York City; Theresa Crenshaw, director 
of the Crenshaw Clinic in San Diego, Cali- 
fornia, a former president of the American 
Association of Sex Educators, Counselors 
and Therapists; Richard DeVos, president 
of Amway Corporation; Burton Lee I11 of 
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center in 
New York City, a physician who specializes 
in the treatment of lymphomas; Frank Lilly 
of Albert Einstein University Medical Cen- 
ter in New York Cinl, chairman of the 
genetics department and the panel's only 
known gay member; Woodrow Myers, Jr., 
health commissioner of Indiana and the 
panel's only black member; John Cardinal 
O'Connor, archbishop of New York City; 
Penny Pullen, Republican leader of the Illi- 
nois State House of Representatives; Cory 
SerVaas of Indianapolis, Indiana, editor and 
publisher of The Satwday Evening Post; Wil- 
liam Walsh, founder, medical director, and 
president of Project HOPE; and Admiral 
James Watkins (Retired), chief of naval op- 
erations from 1982 to 1986. 

More than 6 years have passed since doc- 
tors in the United States first diagnosed a 
handful of patients as having AIDS; more 
than 4 years have elapsed since researchers 
identified the virus that causes AIDS; and 
more than 22,300 of the 39,000 people 
reported as having AIDS have died as of 20 
July. 

The con~mission's primary duties will be 
to issue a preliminary report in 90 days and a 
final report next year describing measures 
that government officials can take to stop 
the spread of AIDS, assist in research, and 
improve care for AIDS patients. 

DEBORAH M. BARNES 
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