“Consequently,” the SCOPE group con-
cluded, “the majority of the Earth’s human
population is vulnerable to starvation fol-
lowing a large-scale nuclear war, even
though total human extinction is not pre-
dicted.” This means that the climatic effects
of a nuclear war are likely to be more
significant than the direct blast effects.
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IOM Elects New Members

The Institute of Medicine has elected 40 new active members and 5 new senior
members. This brings the total active membership to 466 and the total senior
membership to 266. The new active members are:

Why, then, did FEMA ignore climatic
effects? Treichel, the study director, says:
“Nuclear winter was not considered because
at the time we were producing the study,
there were many, many questions about the
validity of the theory and the assumptions
that were made.” It will not be included in
FEMA’s attack planning base until scientists
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come up with “a conclusive theory that’s
scientifically acceptable.”

Many local planning agencies will find a
use for FEMA’s weighty report, despite its
limitations. But one that will not is the
Emergency Preparedness Office of Wash-
ington, DC. It happens to be the planning
body closest to FEMA headquarters, a col-
league by virtue of living within the same
target coordinates. “I don’t know what we’ll
do with [NAPB-90],” says spokesperson
Cecilia Perry. “The District of Columbia
doesn’t have any plan for a nuclear attack.”
The citizens of ground zero decided by
referendum in 1982 that it would be a waste
of time to devise a civil defense strategy. m
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Briefing:

States Want More Time
to Prepare SSC Bids

Three members of the House Science,
Space, and Technology Committee are urg-
ing committee members to support an
amendment to give states five more months
to prepare site proposals for the Supercon-
ducting Super Collider (SSC). Without an
extension of the 1 August filing deadline,
several states will be precluded from prepar-
ing “a truly competitive response,” say Rep-
resentatives Tim Valentine (D-NC), Mari-
lyn Lloyd (D-TN), and Sid Morrison (R—
WA) in a 19 May letter to colleagues.

Slipping the date to 31 December is
justified, they argue, because the Depart-
ment of Energy (DOE) failed to recognize
that many states were not able to begin
preparing the submissions until President
Reagan submitted the SSC proposal to
Congress in February.

On another front, the Senate has ap-
proved an amendment to the supplemental
appropriation bill for fiscal year 1987 that
alters the rules of the competition between
states for the $4.4-billion SSC. The amend-
ment, put forward by Senator Pete Domeni-
ci (R-NM), would require DOE to pick the
site on the basis of quality—not just the
packages offered by finalists. The amend-
ment is supposed to put poorer states on a
more equal footing with wealthier ones.

Meanwhile, DOE may shift the manage-
ment of the SSC’s Central Design Group
away from University Research Associates
(URA). The organization also runs Fermi
National Accelerator Laboratory in Illinois,
a candidate site for the SSC. DOE is wor-
ried that the selection process may appear
tainted if URA is awarded a new contract
for the design group. m M.C.
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