
since November, Soviet authori- 
ties permitted approximately 51 
to leave prison in accordance 
with the February decrees pro- 
mulgated, but not yet pub- 
lished, by the Supreme Soviet, 
the legislative body o f  the Soviet 
Union. 

Soviet authorities sent most 
o f  the scientists arrested to a 
KGB Investigation Prison near 
their hometown where they 
were then required to sign a 
document disavowing future 
crimes against the ~oiliet gov- 
ernment. Since political prison- 
ers do not believe they are guilty 
of crimes, many refuse to sign 
the required statement. In some 
cases, when a standoff ensues, 
authorities continue to hold the 
prisoner in the KGB prison or 
send them back to their original 
camp. In other cases, authorities 
have allowed the prisoners to 
sign compromise statements or, 
in a few instances, permitted 
them to leave without signing - - 

anv document. The Committee 
has requested in its report that 
Soviet authorities expedite the 
releases o f  these prisoners. 

O f  the approximately 19 sci- 
entists confined to psychiatric 
facilities for political reasons, 
only Lithuanian Algirdas Strat- 
kevicius, a psychiatrist himself, 
has been released. Yet the possi- 
bilitv of  reform in the area o f  
state-sponsored psychiatric 
abuse of dissenters is suggested -- 
by many, including Soviet psy- 

publicizing this issue. Before 
~ o r y a ~ i n  emigrated to Switzer- 
land in April, he said that the 
Soviet leadership may want to 
amend its public image with re- 
gard to psychiatric abuse and he 
proposed a special commission 
to review the cases of people 
confined to psychiatric institu- 
tions under questionable cir- 
cumstances. 

The principal source o f  infor- 
mation for the Committee's 
document is Cronid Lubarsky, 
editor of the Munich-based 
USSR News BriefZ, with corrobo- 
ration from more than a dozen 
human rights and news agen- 
cies. Lubarsky, a physicist and 
former Soviet political prisoner, 
told the Committee on 22 Mav 
that although one person was 
briefly detained in a psychiatric 
hospital for political reasons, the 
~o\llet go~7e&xmt has not ar- 

rested anyone in 4% months for 
political or religious reasons. 
But he is discouraged that since 
the first large wave o f  150 re- 
leases following the February 
decrees, the number o f  releases 
has dwindled to an average of 
ten a month. He believes that 
the rate o f  releases will depend 
on the strength o f  pressure by 
the West. Lubarskv documents 
the names o f  approximately 550 
political and religious prisoners 
in the Soviet Union and specu- 
lates that the actual number is 
three times that amount. 

The Committee submitted 
Scientists Imprisoned in the Soviet 
Union to U.S. Ambassador War- 
ren Zimmermann and U.S.S.R. 
Ambassador Yuri Kashlev. who 
head their respective delegations 
to the Conference on Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
(Helsinki review meeting), cur- 

rently convening in Vienna. The 
Committee requested that the 
scientists named in its report be 
released on the basis o f  interna- 
tional agreements signed by the 
Soviet Union, such as the Hel- 
sinki Final Act o f  1975 and the 
final document of the 1980 
Hamburg Scientific Forum 
which states that "respect for 
human rights and fundamental 
freedoms of  all States represents 
one of the foundations for a 
significant improvement in their 
mutual relations and in interna- 
tional scientific cooperation at 
all levels." 

Copies o f  the report, Scientists 
Imprisoned in the Soviet Union in 
Violation of the Helsinki FinalAct 
of 1975, are available, free, from 
the CSFR at the AAAS address. 
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chiatrist Anatoly Koryagin, who 
was incarcerated from June 
1981 to mid-February 1987 for 
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