
ine oreanizationl dois no; his- ence and other members, the 

AAAS Council 
Meeting, 1986 

T HE AAAS Council held the Council of his intention to 
its 1986 meeting on 29 retire as AAAS Executive Officer. 
May in the Wyndham A The Board of Directors is con- 

Room of the Franklin Plaza Ho- tinuing its search for his 
tel, Philadelphia, with 50 of its successor. 
82 members in attendance. Presi- 
dent-Elect Lawrence Bogorad Elections 
presided. 

0 a 

criminate in its membership on 
the basis of race, creed, color, 
sex, or national origin."), as fol- 
lows: 

It [the applying organization] is 
committed to the principle of equal 
opportunity as stated below: 

The American Association for the 
Advancement of Science is formally 
committed to the principle of equal 
opportunity for all persons, without 
regard to irrelevant considerations of 
sex, race, creed, color, handicap, na- 
tional origin, or age. It practices this 
principle in the selection and promo- 
tion of its employees and by opening 
its membership to all who are inter- 
ested; by encouraging its nominating 
committees to nominate women, mi- 

Council voted to establish a new 
Section Y (General Interest in 
Science and Engineering) and to 
amend Bylaw Articles I and I11 
accordingly. This brings the 
number of AAAS Sections to 22. 

Method of Selecting Section 
Secretaries 

The AAAS Constitution pro- 
vides that the Secretary of each 
Section "shall be elected by his or 
her Section Committee for a 
term of four years." 

Two separate proposals for a 
nority, and handicapped scientists change in-the methdd of select- 

Election of the Set- and engineers for eIective positions; ing section secretaries were pre- Executive Officer" Repo* tion Secretaries, who took office and by attempting to increase the sented for the Councihonsider- 
on 31 May, was announced: participation of women, minority, 

William D. Carey called atten- section A ( ~ ~ t h ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ )  : and handicapped scientists and engi- afions: 
tion to his annual report in Sci- Lynn Steen (reelection) neers in all of its activities. 1) Election by those Section 
ence (7 February 1986) and not- The Board of Directors recognizes officials who are elected by the 

section J ( P ~ ~ c h o l o ~ ) :  that complex social, economic, and ~k~~~~~~~ (the ~ ~ ~ i ~ i ~ ~  section ed that the journal continues to William N, Dember (reelection) political forces have combined in the 
prosper financially, editorially, section K (social, ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ ,  past to discourage women, Chairperson, the Chair- 
and artistically. The Association's and political Sciences) : William and handicapped persons from enter- person, the Section Chairperson- 
popular magazine, Science 86, R. Freudenburg ing the sciences and engineering, and Elect, the four Members-at- 
now in its seventh year, recently to deny those who do enter Large of the Section Committee, 

Section M (Engineering): access to positions of respect and garnered One in a series of W. Edward Lear (reelection) authority. It is the Board's conviction the Council delegate(s), and the 
awards for editorial excellence. Section (Medical Sciences): that if each professional associa~ion members of the Electorate's 
However, it shares with other Henly Blackburn would take all measures within its Nominating Committee). 
quasi-popular science magazines power to counteract these historic 2) Appoinment by the Set- 

Results of the 1985 genera1 forces, the cause of truly equal oppor- tion's steering G~~~~ (the ~ ~ ~ i ~ -  a marked decline in advertising and electorate elections were tunity for everyone in the scientific 
revenue, despite its high circula- published in the Janualy 1986 and engineering professions would ing Section Chairperson, the Sec- 
tion rate of 739,000. The AAAS issue of Science. be significantly advanced. The Board tion Chairperson, the Section 
Board of Directors is examining urges the affiliated organizations to Chairperson-Elect, the Section 
the alternatives available to the join with the Association in this en- secretary, and the four M ~ ~ -  
Association in responding to the AiWiation U S  deavOr. Board LStatement of Directors, January the bers-at-~arge of the section 
advertising shortfall. 1974; revised October 19771 Committee). 

The 1986 budget presented to The Council was informed of The Committee on Council 
the Council showed a deficit of the withdrawal from affiliation of Fellowship Affairs recommended, and the 
$1.85 million, the result of sever- the American Academy of Op- Council concurred, that com- 
a1 factors in addition to the ad- tomeuy, the American Educa- As Fellows of the Association, ments on these proposals be col- 
vertising downturn: postal in- tion Research Association, and the Council elected 276 members lected from the Sections and that 
creases for nonprofit organiza- the Torrey Botanical Club. who had been proposed for that the matter be taken up again at 
tions, declining interest rates, As new affiliates, the Council honor by the Steering Groups of the February 1987 Council 
and purchase of office automa- elected the following organiza- the 21 AAAS Section Commit- meeting. Further details will be 
tion equipment. AAAS is taking tions: American Academy of tees and by groups of three Fel- published in a fall issue of Science. 
steps to overcome these reverses. Otolaryngology-Head and Neck lows. A list of their names ac- 
On the bright side, Mr. Carey Surgery, American Association companies this report. 
pointed out that less than 2 per- of Physicists in Medicine, Associ- Resolutions 
cent ofAAAS income is linked to ation of Ground Water Scientists Establishment of Section Y 
federal funds, thereby limiting and Engineers, Council of Biolo- (General Interest in Science Two resolutions were adopted 
exposure to the Gramrn-Rud- gy Editors, International Associ- and Engineering) by the Council, as follows: 
man-Hollings deficit-cutting leg- ation for Impact Assessment, Na- 1) Reestablishment of an Ethics 
islation, and that corporations tive American Science Education In October 1985, the Council Advisoly Board, U.S. Department 
and foundations have been gen- Association, Society for Com- approved by mail ballot a change of Health and Human Services, 
erous in their grant support of puter Simulation, Society for the in the name of Section X from submitted by the AAAS Com- 
many AAAS program activities. Scientific Study of Sex, and Soil "General" to "Societal Impacts of mittee on Scientific Freedom and 

In conclusion, he reminded Science Society of America. Science and Engineering." To ac- Responsibility: 
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Whereas the Ethics Advisory 
Board of the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services has not 
been in operation since 1980, and 

Whereas serious ethical concerns 
continue to arise in current and pro- 
posed areas of biological, biomedi- 
cal, and behavioral research, includ- 
ing: 
W Reproductive biology; 

Research involving children; 
W Research involving the mentally 

impaired, including the dement- 
ed elderly, or others where the 

issue of informed consent be- 
comes problematic; 

W Research on aggression; 
W Issues of confidentiality and ac- 

cess to research information, and 
Whereas certain types of research 

proposals in these areas by law can- 
not be funded in the absence of 
review and approval by an Ethics 
Advisory Board in the U.S. Depart- 
ment of Health and Human Services 
[see for example 45 CSF Subpart B, 
Section 46.204 and Subpart D, Sec- 
tion 46.407 (b)], and 

Whereas the scientific community, 
policy-makers, and the public at 
large benefit greatly from national 
advisory panels which interpret and 
apply existing policies to specific re- 
search proposals which may be 
problematic or controversial, 

Be it resolved that the American 
Association for the Advancement of 
Science strongly urges the Secretary 
of Health and Human Services to 
authorize the reestablishment of an 
Ethics Advisory Board, and 

Be itfurther resolved that the Asso- 

ciation urges the Secretary to solicit 
nominations for Board members 
from professional and scientific soci- 
eties as well as other informed and 
interested organizations, and 

Be it fuvtber resolved that AAAS 
encourage its affiliated societies to 
add their support to the establish- 
ment of an Ethics Advisory Board. 

2) Gramm-Rudman-Hollings 
Emergency Deficit Reduction Act 
of 1985, submitted by Gordon 
H. Rovelstad, Chairperson of 
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AAAS Section R (Dentistry): views on a field or on a specific Summer Fellows Stephen Oliver, a petroleum 
Whereas the Gramm-Rudmal- paper by an eminent and particu- at Work engineer who is spending his 

Hoflings Emergency Deficit Reduc- larly qualified commentator; and summer at the Albuquerque 
tion Act of 1985 has set maximum designing a new format to em- 
and allowable deficit levels on a de- 

Journal, writes: "The first day 

clining basis from 1986 to 1991, phasize interior changes and to Again this summer the AAAS heralded the immense scope of 
and rearrange departmental order for has placed young scientists at science writing. I read releases 

Whereas if deficit targets are not the readers' convenience. work at the U.S. Environmental from AIDS to zinc. Tuesday I 
met Other means, then Goals for 1986 are to add Protection Agency and at media was out covering a solar power 
reductions are to be achieved 
through calceflation of budget au- more pages, despite the $1000 sites across the country. conference . . . and had my first 
thorin. using a process called seques- per page increased cost to AAAS; Twenty advanced science stu- byline in Wednesdafs paper. 
tration, and to publish manuscripts within 4 dents are in the midst of 10- This . . . fueled my enthusiasm 

W'heveas qualit!' and mer~torious months of their receipt; to intro- week fellowships with newspa- even more." 
basic scientific research is dependent duce a new feature, "Policy Fo- pers, magazines, and television This is the 12th year of the 
upon support from the Federal Gov- 
ernment, and rum," for debates on both sides and radio stations as participants Mass Media Program, whose 

Whereas invesunent in basic re- of an issue; to expand the book in the 1986 AAAS Mass Media broad purpose is to strengthen 
search is vital to the growth, securi- review section; to print essays by Science and Engineering Fel- the relationship between the sci- 
?', and Of the United researchers on current research lows Program. The students, ence community and the media, 
States and the advancement of the 
peoples of the world, news topics; and to feature addi- most of whom are at the gradu- and thereby lead to a heightened 

Be it therefme yeso[aed that the tional articles on the physical and ate level, are working as science public understanding of science 
American Association for the Ad- social sciences. reporters, production assistants, and technology. The Fellows 
vancement of Science urges the and researchers. began their summer with an in- 
Congress and the President, in order Science 86 to avoid endangering fun lng  for 
basic research, to find su~table means 
for meeting the Gramm-Rudman- Editor Allen L. Hammond 
Hollings deficit targets without trig- summarized the current status of 
gering sequestration. the magazine. Topping the list of 

Science achievements was the recent con- 
ferral of the National Magazine 

Editor Daniel E. Koshland, Award to Science 85 for articles 
Jr., reported that innovations in published in the public interest. 
1985 consisted of establishing a Sponsored by the American Soci- 
board of reviewing editors to ety of Magazine Editors, the an- 
screen manuscripts and to speed nual competition is conducted by 
the return of those papers judged the Columbia School of Journal- 
less broadly interesting; initiat- ism. Dr. Hammond also noted 
ing "This Week in Science" to that, with the support of corpo- 
encourage cross-disciplinary rate hnding, Science 86 will initi- 
reading by highlighting papers in ate a new program to place 
nonspecialized terms; planning 96,000 copies of the magazine The 1986 Mass Media Fellows are, left to right, Font row: Jane Allison, 

Susan Winslow, Steven Dickman, Antoinette Reed, Karen Fitz~erald, 
'pecial issues (in sets of 30) in pub- MalyRose Paul, NancyBazilchuk, andElizabethMoberg, In the 

space regu1ar features lic located in Over 80 row: Michel Gehbtey, Stephen Pyescott, Peter Dratch, Stephen Oliver, 
needed to hold the interest of the cities nationwide. and Sandra Steingraber. Top row: John Rubin, David Fanning, 
broad audience; providing "Per- MARC E WHITE Ramiro Ortiz, Janet Kahn, Russell Geofiey, and Robert Whitehair. Not 
spective" as a vehicle for personal Executive Ofice p u r e d  is Celia Ann Hooper. 
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