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Editor, Science, 1333 H Street, NW, Wash-
ington, DC 20005. Submit three copies
together with a letter of transmittal giving

1) the names and telephone numbers of
the authors;

2) the title of the paper and a statement
of its main point;

3) three to eight keywords to be used for
indexing;

4) the names, addresses, telephone num-
bers, and fields of interest of four to six
persons outside your institution who are
qualified to referee the paper;

5) the names of colleagues who have
reviewed the paper;

6) the total number of words (including
text, references, and figure and table leg-
ends) in the manuscript; and

7) a statement that the material has not
been published and is not under consider-
ation for publication elsewhere.

In addition, include with your manuscript
(i} any paper of yours that is in press or
under consideration elsewhere and includes
information that would be helpful in evalu-
ating the work submitted to Seience; (ii)
written permission from any author whose
work is cited as a personal communication,
unpublished work, or work in press but is
not an author of your manuscript; and (iii)
for review of manuscripts based on crystallo-
graphic data, two copies of the coordinates.
(It is expected that, if the manuscript is
accepted, coordinates will be offered for
deposit to the appropriate crystallographic
data bank.)

Before being reviewed in depth, most
papers are rated for their interest and overall
suitability by a member of the Board of
Reviewing Editors. When papers are sub-
mitted in disciplines for which there is no
appropriate member of the Board of Re-
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that are not in the highest rating category
are returned to the authors within about 2
weeks; the title page and abstract from one
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are reviewed in deeh by two or more
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outside referces. Authors are then notified
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within 6 to 10 weeks from the date of
receipt. As stated in the editorial of 18
January 1985 (Science, volume 227, page
249), there can be no resubmissions, either
of papers returned after initial screening or
of papers returned after in-depth review.

Conditions of Acceptance

When a paper is accepted for publication
in Science, it is understood by the editors (i)
that any materials necessary to verify the
conclusions of the experiments reported will
be made available to other investigators
under appropriate conditions; (ii) that all
authors have seen and approved the final
version of the manuscript; and (iii) that a
paper accepted by Science will not be released
to the press or the public betore its publica-
tion. If there is a need in exceptional cases to
publicize rescarch findings in advance of
publication, the AAAS Oftice of Communi-
cations (202-326-6440) must be consulted.

Selection of Manuscripts

In selecting papers for publication, the
editors give preference to those of general
significance that are well written, well orga-
nized, and intelligible to scientists in differ-
ent disciplines. An attempt is made to bal-
ance the subject matter in all sections of
Science. Membership in the AAAS is not a
factor in selection.

Papers accepted for publication are edited
to improve the accuracy and effectiveness of
communication and to bring them within
the specified length limits, When the au-
thor’s meaning 1s not clear, the editor may
consult the author by telephone; when edit-
ing is extensive, the manuscript may be
returned to the author tor approval and
retyping betore the type is set.

Six categonies of signed papers are pub-
lished: general articles, research articles, re-
ports, letters, technical comments, and book
reviews.

General Articles. General articles (up
to 5000 words) are expected to (i) review
new developments in one field that will be
of interest to readers in other fields; (ii)
describe a current research problem or a
technique of interdisciplinary significance;
or (iil) discuss some aspect of the history,
logic, philosophy, or administration of sci-
ence and public affairs. Readers should be
able to learn from a general article what has
been firmly established and what are unre-
solved questions; speculation should be kept
to a minimum.

Many of the general articles are solicited
by the editor. Both solicited and unsolicited
articles undergo review.

General articles should include a note
giving the authors’ names, titles, and ad-
dresses; a summary (50 to 100 words); an
introduction that outlines for the general
reader the main point of the article; and
brief subheadings to indicate the main ideas.
The reference list should not be exhaustive;
a maximum of 40 references is suggested.
Figures and tables should occupy no more
than one printed page.

Research Articles. A research article
(up to 4000 words) is expected to contain
new data representing a major breakthrough
in its field. The article should include an
author note, abstract, introduction, and sec-
tions with brief sideheads. There should be a
short introduction outlining for the general
reader the main point of the paper, a de-
scription of the experiments and the results,
and then a discussion or conclusion. A maxi-
mum of 30 references is suggested. Figures
and tables together should occupy no more
than one printed page.

Reports. Reports are expected to con-
tain important research results or reliable
theoretical calculations whose essence can be
expressed briefly. Preference is given to re-
ports of discoveries that will be of broad
interdisciplinary interest or of unusual inter-
est to the individual discipline. Reports
should include an abstract (no more than
100 words) and an introductory paragraph.
The total number of words, including the
references and notes and figure and table
legends, should not exceed 2000. A maxi-
mum of 20 references is suggested. Figures
and tables together should occupy no more
than haif a printed page.

Letters. Letrers are selected for their
pertinence to material published in Science or
because they discuss problems of general
interest to scientists. Letters pertaining to
material published in Science may correct
errors; provide support or agreement; oOr
offer different points of view, clarifications,
or additional information. Personal remarks
about another author are inappropriate.
Letters may be reviewed by outside consul-
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tants. Letters selected for publication are
intended to reflect the range of opinions
received. The author of the Science paper in
question is usually given an opportunity to
reply.

All letters are acknowledged by postcard;
authors are duly notified as to whether their
letrers are to be published. Preference is
given to letters that do not exceed 250
words. Letters accepted for publication are
frequently edited and shortened in consulta-
tion with the author.

Technical Comments. Technical com-
ments (up to 500 words) may criticize arti-
cles or reports published in Science within
the previous 6 months or may offer useful
additional information. Discussions of mi-
nor issues or priority claims are not appro-
priate, nor are questions that can be resolved
by private correspondence. The authors of
the original paper are usually asked for an
opinion of the comments and are given an
opportunity to reply in the same issue if the
comments are accepted. The comments, and
sometimes the reply, are subject to the usual
review procedures.

Book Reviews. The selection of books
to be reviewed and of reviewers is made by
the editors. Instructions and length specifi-
cations accompany the books when they are
sent to reviewers.

Manuscript Preparation

Typing. Use double-spacing through-
out the text, tables, figure legends, and
references and notes and leave margins of at
least 2.5 centimeters. Put your name on each
page and number the pages starting with the
title page.

Titles. Titles should be short, specific,
and amenable to indexing. For general arti-
cles the maximum length is 52 characters
and spaces; for research articles and reports
the maximum is 108 characters.

Summaries or abstracts. These should
include a sentence or two explaining to the
general reader why the research was under-
taken and why the results should be viewed
as important. The abstract should convey
the main point of the paper and outline the
results or conclusions. Use of the first per-

“son, singular or plural, should be avoided.

Text. A brief introduction should por-

tray the broad significance of the paper. The
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whole text should be intelligible to readers
in different disciplines. Technical terms
should be defined. All tables and figures
should be cited in the text in numerical
order.

Units of measure. Use metric units. If
measurements were made in English units,
give metric equivalents.

Symbols and abbreviations. Define all
symbols, abbreviations, and acronyms.

References and notes. Number refer-
ences and notes in the order in which they
are cited, first through the text and then
through the table and figure legends. Use
conventional abbreviations for well-known
journals; provide complete titles for other
journals. For references with up to five
authors provide all the names; for more than
five, provide the name of the first author
only. Some examples follow:

1. A. B. Brown, C. K. Black, M. Matthews, R. Strong,
1. Ebbit, Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. US.A. 72, 512
(1970).
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B. Walters, Ed. (Oxford Univ. Press, New York,
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Kansas, Lawrence, 1979).
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5. A. Able and P. Stark, Geol. Soc. Am. Abstr. Programs
(1981), p. 215.

6. ]. English, thesis, State University of New York,
Stony Brook (1980).

Acknowledgments. Gather all  ac-
knowledgments into a brief statement at the
end of the references and notes.

Informed consent. Investigations on
human subjects must include a statement
indicating that informed consent was ob-
tained after the nature and possible conse-
quences of the studies had been fully ex-
plained.

Figures. For each figure submit three
high-quality glossy prints or original draw-
ings of sufficient size to permit relettering
but not larger than 22 by 28 centimeters
(8%2 by 11 inches). On the back of every
figure write the first author’s name and the
figure number and indicate the correct ori-
entation. Manuscripts with ovevsized figures
will be returned to the author without review.
Photocopies of figures are not acceptable;
transparencies, slides, or negatives cannot
be used since they cannot be sent to review-
ers.

On acceptance of a paper, authors re-
questing the use of color will be asked to

supply slides or negatives of the color art-
work and to pay $600 for the first color
figure and $300 for each additional figure as
a contribution toward printing costs.

Illustrations reprinted from other publica-
tions must be credited. It is the author’s
responsibility to obtain permission to re-
print such illustrations in Science.

Tables. Tables should supplement, not
duplicate, the text. They should be num-
bered consecutively with respect to their
citation in the text. Each table should be
typed, with its legend (double-spaced), on a
separate sheet. Give each column a heading
with units of measure indicated in parenthe-
ses. Do not change the unit of measure
within a column.

Equations and formulas. Use quadru-
ple-spacing around equations and formulas
that are to be set off from the text. Define all
symbols.

Statistical presentations. Report the
uncertainty associated with results, includ-
ing the specific measure of uncertainty used
and the sources of error in it. Probabilities
from statistical tests of significance should
be subordinated to the reporting of results
and associated uncertainties. Limitations to
the generalizability of the results should be
explicitly stated.

Printing and Publication

Proofs and reprints. One set of galley
proofs is sent to the authors. An order blank
for reprints accompanies the proofs.

Scheduling. Papers are scheduled for
publication after Science has received correct-
ed galley proofs from the authors. There
may be delays for papers with tables or
figures that present problems in layout, for
papers with color figures, for papers accom-
panied by cover pictures, and for papers that
exceed the length limits.

Cover Photographs

Particularly good photographs that per-
tain to a paper being submitted will be
considered for use on the cover. Submit
prints (not slides, negatives, or transparen-
cies) with the manuscript and indicate in the
letter of transmittal that a possible cover
picture is enclosed.
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