
scientists have found themselves excluded or 
their contributions devalued because they 
were black. 

Pearson gathered information for the 
study from over 600 black scientists who 
had received doctorates before 1974; he 
compared this group with a set of approxi- 
mately 700 white scientists in the same fields 
and from essentially the same doctoral insti- 
tutions. Pearson found it useful to divide the 
black respondents into three groups accord- 
ing to whether they received the doctorate 
before 1955, between 1955 and 1964, or 
after 1964. Anyone familiar with the posi- 
tion of black Americans in the era before the 
civil rights movement will find few surprises 
in t h e  findings on the first of the three " 
groups. Nearly all in the group grew up in 
predominantly black communities, attended 
largely black high schools, and received their 
undergraduate degrees from historically 
black colleges. They obtained their first po- 
sitions in the same set of colleges, often 
before they pursued the doctorate. The 
doors to white universities and to the world 
of indusuy stood closed to this earliest 
cohort. o n e  of its members reported: 
At the time I finished my Ph.D. I thought I was 
great. So I sent letters to universities all over the 
country. All I received from white schools were 
' k c  regret that there are no vacancies." I sent 
more letters to whitc than black colleges. Many 
white administrators apologized for not hiring 
me. 

Pearson does not describe an atmosphere 
for black scientists that is totally overcast, 
however. The later graduates in his study 
faced far broader opportunities than did 
their predecessors. The proportion taking 
positions in historically black colleges de- 
clined, and the percentage moving into in- 
dustrial and governmental positions rose. 
Pearson attributes the change to the civil 
rights movement, which pushed employers 
to remove manv of the barricades that had 
made universalism an operative principle 
only for some. 

Pearson shows that for the most recent of 
the three cohorts-Ph.D. recipients in the 
1965-1974 period-the prestige of the doc- 
toral de~artment bore a closer link to the 
characte; of the first position than obtained 
for the earlier two cohorts. But the propor- 
tion of the scientists who graduated from 
departments rated as prestigious or strong 
declined over time. The third cohort con- 
tained a larger fraction from unranked de- 
partments than did the first cohorts. If this 
trend persists, then we may continue to find 
few blacks in the nation's leading universi- 
ties, not for the racially based reasons that 
once predominated but because of the pau- 
city of blacks in the programs from which 
the elite departments recruit. 

In addition to his depiction of the scien- 

tists in his study, Pearson reports in general 
on the position of black Americans in higher 
education, particularly in scientific and engi- 
neering fields. But a reader would find more 
recent and comprehensive information on 
this in reports from the National Science 
Foundation such as Women and Minkties 
in Science and Engineering (1984). The con- 
tribution of the present volume lies in its 
account of changes over time in the educa- 
tional and employment experiences of a 
sizable population of black scientists. 

CORA BAGLEY MARRETI 
Department of Sociology, 

University of Wisconsin, Madison 53706 

Northern Habitations 

Prehistory of the Eastern Arctic. Aca- 
demc Press, Orlando, FL, 1985. xiv, 327 pp., illus. 
$49. New World Archaeological Record. 

The Eastern Arctic is one of the most 
inhospitable environments ever to have been 
occupied on a permanent basis by native 
cultures. Not until 4000 years ago were 
techniques developed that enabled humans 
to settle most of the 10,000 square kilome- 
ters between the Mackenzie Delta and the 
east coast of Greenland. Frequently mischar- 
acterized as a homogeneous wasteland, the 
Eastern Arctic includes areas that are eco- 
logically diverse and reasonably productive. 
Nevertheless, by the time humans learned to 
survive here, only parts of the Pacific re- 
mained to be settled. 

Although the Eastern Arctic has been 
investigated archeologically for more than a 
century, until now it has never had a detailed 
overview text of its own. The treatments of 
the eastern regions in general works on 
arctic archeology convey the impression of 
an "outback" through comparison with the 
ecological richness and higher cultural pro- 
files of the North Pacific-Bering Sea region. 
This viewpoint stresses the importance of 
Alaskan cdtures as biological and cultural 
progenitors; citing the initial pioneering 
movement eastward 4000 years ago by an 
Alaskan Denbigh-related culture and the 
eastward movement around A.D. 1000 of 
the specialized Thule-Punuk whale-hunting 
culture, which became the foundation for 
modern Inuit life in Canada and Greenland. 
Migration has been the preferred instrument 
of change, but diffusion and change in situ 
also have been cited as possible factors in the 
shift from Pre-Dorset to Dorset culture at 
500 B.C. 

The appearance of this synthesis of East- 
ern Arctic prehistory provides an opportuni- 
ty to reassess the outback and steady-state 

theories and to evaluate the region as a 
laboratory for studying cdturd response to 
extreme environmental conditions. 

Addressing the need for a basic descrip- 
tive text, Maxwell emphasizes archeological 
evidence and interpretations and scientific 
enterprise. He opens with a summary of 
physical and biological conditions stressing 
regional and temporal (seasonal and long- 
term) resource variability and human ecolo- 
gy. This section emphasizes Inuit hunting, 
utilizing ethnographic and personal obser- 
vations. The tenuous nature of human exis- 
tence is stressed because changes in climate, 
weather, animal distributions, currents, and 
driftwood can and did set limits on survival. 
A brief review of paleoecology and paleocli- 
matology establishes that Eastern Arctic en- 
vironments have responded to warming and 
cooling in ways that must have influenced 
cultural development, especially in High 
Arctic regions. 

The following sections concern prehis- 
tory. Five approaches can be traced: coloni- 
zation, culture history, paleoethnology, re- 
gional studies, and methods. In a basically 
chronological presentation Maxwell utilizes 
standard nomenclature for c u h r d  classifi- 
cations. Occupation begins with early Pa- 
leoeskimo cdtures known as Independence 
I and Pre-Dorset. In the description of this 
initial colonization, almost certainly from 
Alaska, archeological and paleoenvironmen- 
tal data are woven together with analogies 
from Eskimo ethnography and band-level 
theory into a vivid reconstruction of how 
this and later arctic populations may have 
responded to new oppormnities. Here and 
elsewhere Maxwell carefully evaluates evi- 
dence and presents contrasting interpreta- 
tions, so that the work is indeed a thorough 
summary of the state of the field. 

The ground rules for Eastern Arctic life 
having "been established, Independence I 
and Pre-Dorset cultures are described with 
reference to McGhee's hypothesis that they 
represent different ethnic groups. More like- 
ly, the differences in house forms, settlement 
patterns, and tool styles result from a combi- 
nation of regional specialization and inade- 
quate dating of supposedly "early" Pre-Dor- 
set sites in the High Arctic. The account of 
the transition from late Pre-Dorset to early 
Dorset features discussion of Maxwell's 
South Baffin sites, Independence 11, and 
Groswater sites from Labrador, emphasiz- 
ing change in situ. Underrated in my view 
are possible Norton influences for such ele- 
ments as cooking vessels, ground burins, 
semi-subterranean houses, and increased 
maritime adaptation, but as in the early 
Paleoeskimo period proof of Alaskan con- 
nections has not been forthcoming from the 
poorly known intervening region. 
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The succeeding Dorset sequence is repre- 
sented as comprising early, middle, and late 
phases during which dlfision seems to ac- 
count for remarkably widespread stylistic 
horizons. These "cultures" are in fact stages 
in the development of a single, unified late 
Paleoeskimo culture. Problems like the ab- 
sence of Middle Dorset occupations in 
north-central arctic regions and their domi- 
nance in Newfoundland and Labrador dur- 
ing a relatively warm period; the periodic re- 
emergence of formal mid-passage houses; 
and the retention of archaic tool types like 
the spalled burins in certain regions contin- 
ue to confound the model of directional 
stylistic change that is accepted for Dorset 
archeology. Perhaps ethnicity or faulty ar- 
cheological assumptions feature in these co- 
nundrums. 

Later prehistory is presented in a more 
cursory fashion that betrays the author's 
sympathy for things "Dorset." The Thule 
culture's entry from Alaska along a High 
Arctic route; its subsequent expansion 
southward, overwhelming and probably 
partly absorbing Dorset culture; and 
changes leading to the historic period are 
given less detailed treatment than the Pa- 
leoeskimo developments, and much recent 
literature on Thule economics is missing. 
The author's choice not to describe develop- 
ments after the arrival of Europeans (except- 
ing Norse) establishes this book as a "prehis- 
tory" rather than an "archeology." This deci- 
sion reflects an unfortunate lack of attention 
by archeologists to the period of greatest 
relevance to Inuit peoples today, the study 
of which holds much promise for integrated 
approaches to anthropology and history. 

This reviewer notes the author's fine re- 
constructions of technologies and lifeways 
of prehistoric cultures, which breathe life 
into the dry archeological data and also 
reveal significant gaps. Maxwell also per- 
forms a service by assembling detailed de- 
scriptions of his and others' sites, including 
some not previously published. His tables of 
radiocarbon dates are extremely useful, as is 
his discussion of problems involved in radio- 
carbon dating of arctic materials. 

These strengths make Prehzhory of the 
Eastern Arctic invaluable both as a layper- 
son's introduction and as a specialist's refer- 
ence. It is in the latter regard that flaws are 
more noticeable: duplication and poor qual- 
ity of many illustrations; thin use of text 
citations and incomplete bibliography; cur- 
sory treatment of art and ideology; limited 
use of Inuit myth and oral traditions; less 
than equal time for Greenland; over-empha- 
sis on climate as the cause of culture change; 
little attention to the role of local and inter- 
regional economic exchange of scarce com- 
modities in promoting cultural horizons; 

and limited use of settlement and subsis- 
tence data. 

What is most important is that Maxwell 
has filled the void between site reports and 
popularized accounts. Its accuracy and fair- 
ness ensure the work's usefulness for many 
years. No one can read this volume without 
appreciating the breadth of the author's 
contributions and the stimulation he has 
given to the field. 

This book demonstrates that the Eastern 
Arctic has great potential for contributing to 
our understanding of adaptive and evolu- 
tionary aspects of cultural development. 
Contrary to previous belief, the region's 
prehistory, even as known today, was dy- 
namic, and its cultures were resourceful and 
durable, producing their own fine artistic 
traditions and where environmental condi- 
tions permitted societies as complex as many 
known in the Western Arctic. The Eastern 
Arctic's diverse environments, large area, 
excellent site and material preservation, and 
long periods of relative equilibrium and 
isolation from external influences and the 
relationships it exhibits between ecologically 
productive regions and centers of develop- 
ment and dispersal (core-peripheryicoloni- 
zation-extinction models) offer attractive 
prospects for study leading toward the 
broader socioeconomic and demographic 
understanding that will be needed in the 
next generation of research. 

WILLIAM W. FITZHUGH 
National Museum of Natural Histo y, 

Smithsonzan Institution, 
Washington, DC 20560 
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