
opened, and the remains were taken to 
the medical school. 

Antemortem records, such as dental 
and medical records and x-rays, often 
play a crucial role in the identification of 
skeletal remains. In Liliana's case, a 
chest x-ray taken prior to her disappear- 
ance matched the x-ray of the recon- 
structed spinal column taken in the lab. 
Other characteristics matched as well, 
including sex, age, stature, and race. 

Two other forensic findings unraveled 
the mystery surrounding Liliana's fate. 
Contrary to the offical police report that 
Liliana had been killed in a shoot-out 
with the police, the forensic scientists 
determined, after painstakingly recon- 
structing the shattered skull, that in fact 
Liliana had died from a close-range gun- 
shot wound to the head. "Liliana's 
death," says Snow, "had all the mark- 
ings of an execution." The second find- 
ing confirmed the account given by 
Liliana's fellow detainees that she had 
experienced a term or near-term birth. 

"All this seems grim," says Snow, 
who presented Liliana's case last April 
when he testified in the trial of Argenti- 
na's nine former military leaders, "but 
here at least, we have looked for death 
and found life. We were able to tell her 
mother that although her daughter is 
dead, out there somewhere she has a 
grandchild. That opens the way for the 
Grandmothers of the Plaza de Mayo to 
begin a search and possibly track down 
the child." 

Since 1977, the Grandmothers of the 
Plaza de Mayo, a local human rights 
group, have been searching for at least 
145 children who, like Liliana's son, 
were born in detention or abducted with 
their parents and later separated from 
them. Many of these children, the 
Grandmothers believe, are now living 
with families of the same military per- 
sonnel responsible for the "disappear- 
ance" of their parents. The AAAS has 
assisted Argentine scientists in employ- 
ing genetic techniques to determine 
grandpaternity (see Science, 27 July 
1984, p. 397). 

A Race Against Time 

The forensic studies have produced 
some promising results. By the end of 
the workshop, the trainees had positive- 
ly identified two skeletons. They believe 
their detailed studies will aid investiga- 
tors in tracking down further medical 
records that will lead to the identification 
of the other eight. Several judges, after 
hearing of the workshop results, com- 
missioned the team of students to 
exhume "N.N." graves in their districts. 
In addition, the Argentine government is 

expected to announce the establishment 
of a technical commission to continue 
and coordinate the forensic work 
throughout the country's 22 provinces. 
Should that take place, Snow plans to 
return to Argentina to work with the 
commission. 

But even with these early successes, 
the scientists are in a race against time. 
Many old medical and dental records 
have already been discarded. Incomplete 
records pose another problem: more 
than half of the "disappeared" were 
between 20 and 30 years old, an age 
group which generally receives little 
medical care. Most of the missing were 
buried more than 7 years ago, and with 
each year the skeletal remains decom- 
pose, erasing vital clues for identifica- 
tion. What is needed, the scientists say, 
is the establishment of a computer data 
bank for cross-checking a wide range of 
information, including cemetery records, 
autopsy reports, and antemortem medi- 
cal and dental records. 

Trust and cooperation remain, howev- 
er, the most important ingredients in this 
work, according to Snow. Human rights 
groups and the families of the missing 
must accept that a national effort is re- 
quired to direct the forensic work and 
sift through the volumes of information. 
Likewise, the government must con- 
vince the relatives that, once the scien- 
tific evidence has been collected, it will 
prosecute those responsible. 

The AAAS, through this initiative and 
others in the future, will continue to 
assist the Argentine human rights effort. 
A more detailed report on the forensic 
findings will be available from the CSFR 
late this year. 

ERIC STOVER 
Committee on ScientiJic 
Freedom and Responsibility 

Transcripts of National 
Security Discussion 

National security and scientific inqui- 
ry was the focus of a media round table 
on 3 May 1985 at the National Press Club 
in Washington, D.C. 

The discussion featured Bobby R. In- 
man, president, Microelectronics and 
Computer Technology Corp., and for- 
mer deputy director, Central Intelligence 
Agency; Richard N. Perle, assistant sec- 
retary of defense for international securi- 
ty policy; and William J. Perry, manag- 
ing partner, H & Q Technology Partners 
and former under secretary of defense 
for research and engineering. Donald 

Kennedy, president, Stanford Universi- 
ty, moderated the round table. Some 50 
journalists and other invited guests par- 
ticipated in the round table. 

This round table was the first in a 
series of such sessions that are part of 
the Media Outreach Program, a coopera- 
tive project of the AAAS, Association of 
American Universities, and Scientists' 
Institute for Public Information. The 
Program, made possible by a grant from 
the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, is 
designed to improve the understanding 
by the mass media and, through the 
media, the public, of major issues in 
university research. 

For a free transcript of the Media 
Outreach Roundtable on National Secur- 
ity and Scientific Inquiry, write Carol L.  
Rogers, Office of Communications and 
Membership, at the AAAS address. 

Directory to Identify 
Research on Impacts 
of Technology 

New technologies will present chal- 
lenges for the workforce of the present 
and future. But the consequences-both 
good and bad-of these new technolo- 
gies may not be distributed equally. Re- 
cent research findings indicate that wom- 
en, minorities, and disabled people have 
the most to gain and the most to lose 
with the introduction of new technolo- 
gies in the home, school, and workplace. 

What skills will be required of workers 
in the future? How can barriers which in 
the past have prevented large segments 
of the population from participating in 
developing and producing new technolo- 
gies be effectively removed? 

Many educators, managers, labor 
leaders, policy-makers, and scientists 
are concerned with and active in re- 
search on issues related to the impact of 
technology on historically disadvantaged 
groups. To assist those seeking informa- 
tion on this topic, the AAAS is compiling 
a directory of researchers and institu- 
tions involved in the study of the impact 
of technology on women, minorities, and 
the disabled. For more information, con- 
tact Julie A. Early, Office of Opportuni- 
ties in Science, at the AAAS address. 

For more information about the activi- 
ties and publications described in 
"AAAS News," write to the appropri- 
ate office, AAAS, 1333 H Street, NW, 
Washington, D.C. 20005, unless other- 
wise indicated. 
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