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will oversee the regional educational 
laboratories and will also administer 
the secretary's discretionary fund, 
which Bennett plans to devote to the 
"three C's"-"choice, content, and 
character." 

"Choice" refers to a top Bennett 
priority, which is the promotion of 
vouchers and tax credits for private- 
school attendance. A task force head- 
ed by Finn will be established to coor- 
dinate research activities throughout 
the department. 

The setup is generally regarded as 
designed to please conservative crit- 
ics of NIE, who regard it as a bastion 
of liberalism. However, it has met with 
approval from moderate groups on 
both the left and right. 

-CONSTANCE HOLDEN 

Site Requirements 
Drawn Up for SSC 

The Superconducting Super Col- 
lider (SSC) will require a level site with 
uniform geological characteristics, ac- 
cess to substantial quantities of fresh 
water, up to 200 megawatts of power, 
a relatively benign climate, a nearby 
airport, and communities with attrac- 
tive social, cultural, and recreational 
resources, according to preliminary 
site criteria drawn up by the SSC 
design group.* 

There is likely to be no shortage of 
contenders claiming to have the de- 
sired features. Even though the SSC 
is still in the early design stage and 
has not been approved by either the 
Department of Energy (DOE) or Con- 
gress, three states-Illinois, Califor- 
nia, and Texas-are already position- 
ing themselves to bid for the project if 
it gets the green light (Science, 7 
June, p. 1181). 

The design group's specifications 
are as follows: 

The site will be level or gently 
sloping to permit construction of the 
tunnel on a horizontal plane or tilted 
up to 1 degree. The tunnel, which will 
have a circumference of 60 to 100 
miles, depending on the strength of 
the magnets chosen, will be con- 
structed by cut-and-fill excavation on 

"'Superconducting Super Collider Siting Param- 
eters Document," ava~lable from the SSC Cen- 
tral Design Group, Universities Research Associ- 
ation, Lawrence Berkele Laboratory, University 
of California, Berkeley, &if. 94720. 

a very flat site or by boring beneath 
the surface on a sloping site. 

The geology should be uniform to 
permit the use of common construc- 
tion methods. Soft soils and ground 
water in pervious soils should be 
avoided. A site crossing an active fault 
line would be unacceptable. 

There will be a potential need for 
2000 gallons per minute of water, 
mostly for cooling purposes. If water 
supplies are limited, electricity re- 
quirements would be substantially in- 
creased. Peak electrical power de- 
mand is reckoned to be 200 mega- 
watts. 

Sources of vibration such as high- 
way and railroad traffic, aircraft, and 
some types of industrial activity could 
be disruptive. 

"Summers with low humidity and 
few severe storms and winters with 
low accumulations of snow would be 
advantageous," the design group 
states. 

The siting criteria are now being 
reviewed by DOE. If a decision is 
made to go ahead with the project, 
DOE will put out a request for propos- 
als for the site. A panel appointed by 
the presidents of the National Acade- 
my of Sciences and the National 
Academy of Engineering will review 
the submissions and pare them down 
to a select few for a final decision by 
DOE.-COLIN NORMAN 

Physics lnstitute Will 
Not Restrict Meetings 

The American lnstitute of Physics, 
in a statement issued on 8 July, says it 
will not hold restricted sessions at any 
of its meetings to permit the presenta- 
tion of unclassified papers that the 
Department of Defense (DOD) deems 
militarily sensitive. 

The statement was issued in re- 
sponse to the growing trend of re- 
stricting attendance at some technical 
society meetings to U.S. and Canadi- 
an citizens and nationals of other non- 
communist countries who have been 
approved by their embassies. Such 
restrictions have been imposed by 
some societies on their own initiative, 
but there is growing concern that DOD 
will require that unclassified but sensi- 
tive papers be presented in restricted 
sessions. 

These concerns stem from a recent 
meeting of the Society of Photo-Opti- 
cal Instrumentation Engineers (SPIE), 
at which restricted sessions were or- 
ganized at the last moment to allow 
the presentation of some 28 unclassi- 
fied papers that DOD had turned 
down for presentation in open ses- 
sions (Science, 26 April, p. 471). The 
legal instrument used to restrict atten- 
dance at the sessions was a new set 
of regulations designed to limit re- 
sease of sensitive information under 
the Freedom of Information Act. Tech- 
nical society officials feared that these 
regulations, which were used at the 
SPIE meeting to cope with a specific 
problem, would in future be routinely 
used by DOD to restrict attendance at 
other meetings. 

Indeed, draft guidelines recently cir- 
culated among scientific societies by 
the Pentagon's Office of Research 
and Laboratory Management set out a 
procedure for review of DOD-spon- 
sored papers that includes an assess- 
ment of whether the papers fall within 
the new regulations. According to the 
draft guidelines, conference organiz- 
ers should tell DOD in advance which 
sessions will be restricted, and the 
organizers themselves will be respon- 
sible for implementing the controls at 
the meeting. 

(No restrictions would be placed on 
papers derived from research spon- 
sored by DOD on university campus- 
es unless controls have been agreed 
in advance by contract. The restric- 
tions would apply to work done in 
government laboratories or by indus- 
trial contractors.) 

The lnstitute of Physics statement 
in effect says that the organization 
wants no part of such arrangements. 
According to the institute's executive 
director, H. William Koch, the state- 
ment was issued in part to encourage 
the organization's nine member-soci- 
eties to adopt similar policies of their 
own. The American Physical Society 
has, in fact, already done so. 

Some other technical societies are 
taking a less firm position. The Insti- 
tute of Electrical and Electronics Engi- 
neers (IEEE) recently announced that 
it would not hold restricted sessions, 
but if IEEE members want to organize 
such sessions themselves in conjunc- 
tion with an official IEEE meeting, a 
notice advertising the sessions will be 
published in the conference an- 
nouncement.-COLIN NORMAN 
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