Included are Barbara McClintock,
who spent nearly 50 years in obscurity
before winning her Nobel Prize for dis-
covering jumping genes, and Subraman-
ian Chandrasekhar, who at age 24 formu-
lated his theories of black holes only to
be told that they were an impossibility.

The idea for a book of science poetry
grew out of the reception of poetry pub-
lished in Science 85 during the past 4
years. According to Bonnie Gordon, edi-
tor of the anthology and an editor at
Science 85, ‘‘the original concept was a
collection that traced the influence of
science poetry over several hundred
years . . . but it became evident that
such a wealth of science poetry is being
written today that an anthology based on
contemporary work was demanded.”’

Songs from Unsung Worlds is a collec-
tion of science poetry written by both
poets and scientists. It contains works of
poetry from as diverse a group of poets
as 20th-century American poet W. H.
Auden to 18th-century German poet
Goethe. Theoretical chemist and Nobel
Prize winner Roald Hoffmann, Loren
Eiseley, and biochemist Anselm Parla-
tore are among the scientists whose
words appear in the anthology.

Two new books from Science focus on
research topics of great interest to the
scientific community—neuroscience and
biotechnology.

Neuroscience contains 27 papers from
Science representing the work of some
84 researchers at private and federal
laboratories, hospitals, universities, and
medical schools in six countries. Solo-
mon Snyder, neuroscience researcher
from Johns Hopkins University Medical
Institutions, presents an overview to the
volume and a look at some of the most
up-to-date advances in the field.

Edited by Philip H. Abelson and Elea-
nore Butz, the book presents accounts of
discoveries made during the recent bur-
geoning in neuroscience research in ar-
eas ranging from genetic engineering to
clinical therapy and addresses funda-
mental questions concerning the func-
tioning of the nervous system within the
four sections of the volume—neuroplas-
ticity, molecular biology, synaptic trans-
mission, and behavior.

Biotechnology and Biological Fron-
tiers covers some of the most important
topics at the forefront of biological re-
search and development. Edited by Phil-
ip H. Abelson, this volume consists of 36
papers by 136 scientists representing in-
dustrial, university, and governmental
laboratories worldwide. The book is di-
vided into two parts. Part 1 is devoted to
a sampling of the status of a revolution in
applied biology and includes articles on
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gene splicing, monoclonal antibodies,
agricultural research, microbiological
engineering, and protein engineering.
Part 2 of the book focuses on fundamen-
tal research instead of practical applica-
tions.

Several new books from Science also
are in the planning stages including those
on astronomy and astrophyics and on
chemistry.

Copies of A Passion to Know and
Songs from Unsung Worlds are available
through the Science 85 Book Service,
1101 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washing-
ton, D.C. 20005.

Copies of Neuroscience and Biotech-
nology and Biological Frontiers are
available from the AAAS Sales Office,
1515 Massachusetts Avenue, NW,
Washington, D.C. 20005.

JEFFREY L. TERAMANI
Office of Communication

Membership Office
Needs Your Help to Stop
Duplication

More than 25,000 AAAS members re-
sponded to our plea earlier this year to
help us avoid sending membership pro-
motional mailings to our current mem-
bers. Since our mail tells us that many of
you still are receiving promotional mail-
ings, we are repeating our appeal to
members to let us know all addresses
and variations of names by which you
receive mail.

In order for AAAS to maintain our
strong member base, we must regularly
recruit new members, more than 25,000
each year. Our most effective tool is the
direct mail membership campaign, con-
ducted three times annually. Even
though we make every effort to screen
out current members’ names from the
lists we use, the system is not foolproof.
One reason for this is the variation be-
tween names and addresses as they ap-
pear on our membership file and how
they appear on the lists we acquire.
Another reason is that our member files
contain either a home or business ad-
dress for each member, but not both.

You can help us to reduce further the
likelihood that you receive promotional
mailings. To do that we need for you to
provide us with a current mailing label
from Science and your ‘‘other’’ address-
(es). These other addresses will be for
internal use only and will not be used for
purposes other than our own screening
process described above.

The system for avoiding these trouble-

some mailings will never be perfect.
However, we believe that the above pro-
cedure is one more step toward avoiding
inconvenience to you and toward further
controlling our costs. Please direct your
responses and any questions to Carol L.
Rogers, head, Office of Communications
and Membership, AAAS, 1776 Massa-
chusetts Avenue, NW, Washington,
D.C. 20036, or telephone 202-467-4460.

AAAS Honors Argentine
President

In March, the Association hosted a
reception in New York City to honor
Raul Alfonsin, president of Argentina,
for his commitment to advancing both
science and human rights in his country.
The reception, on 21 March, was held at
the American Museum of Natural His-
tory.

Calling Alfonsin’s election (in Decem-
ber 1983) a ‘‘vivid symbol of hope
throughout the world,’”” AAAS president
David A. Hamburg commended the Ar-
gentine president for ‘‘rapidly restoring
the [Argentine] scientific community to
its former healthy condition of freedom
and creativity and social contribution.”’

Alfonsin expressed deep appreciation
to the AAAS for its continuing commit-
ment to science and to human rights and
called on the Association to persevere in
this work. He also urged AAAS to use its
resources to help the world avoid nucle-
ar war.

The AAAS has played a collaborative
role in promoting both science and hu-
man rights in Argentina over the course
of some years. Working together with
other Latin American scientific associa-
tions through the Interciencia Associa-
tion, AAAS has supported and organized
scientific symposia in Argentina, includ-
ing ‘‘Biotechnology and Development’’
(Buenos Aires, November 1984) and
“Improved Utilization of Natural Re-
sources in Semi-Arid Regions’’ (Mendo-
za, November 1984).

In 1977 AAAS president Emilio Q.
Daddario made a 10-day visit to Argenti-
na to demonstrate the concerns of the
American scientific community for the
plight of their colleagues in Argentina.
Continuing its interest in the situation in
Argentina, the AAAS issued a report,
Scientists and Human Rights in Argenti-
na Since 1976, in 1981.

In June 1984 the AAAS’ Clearing-
house on Science and Human Rights
sent a delegation of forensic scientists
and a geneticist to Argentina at the re-

(Continued on page 758)
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