
Brown Loses Bid to Head 
Space Subcommittee 

In a surprise move, Representative ised. "I have a totally open mind on 
George Brown (D-Calif.) announced this issue," he said. 
last month that he was stepping down Although Herrington insisted he will 
as chairman of the House agriculture be a "full-time Secretary, not a care- 
subcommittee on research in order to taker" while this study is under way, 
claim the chairmanship of a science he confessed that he will perforce 
and technology subcommittee dealing come to substantive discussions 
with space policy. The move was somewhat cold. "Are you familiar with 
widely interpreted as an effort to se- our fusion energy program?" asked 
cure a more influential position on Senator Dale Bumpers (D-Ark.), his 
issues involving military use of space, toughest interrogator. "Sir, I am not," 
an area in which he has taken a keen Herrington said. "I am aware of the 
interest. On 7 February, however, program, but I am far below the tech- 
members of the Science and Technol- nical level to understand the differ- 
ogy Committee passed over Brown 
for the space subcommittee chair- 
manship and instead elected Repre- 
sentative Bill Nelson (D-Fla.) to the 
post. Brown is thus left without a 

beyond the scope of my knowledge," 
Harrington said, promising that he 

answers after his confirmation. 

government in the creation of alterna- 
Brown, who has been influential in tive sources of energy over the long 

science policy matters for most of his run. "I am a believer in conservation," 
two decades in Congress, is thus left he told the committee. Nuclear weap- 
without a major power base. Had he Herrington Confirmed as ons production should remain under 
stayed in the agriculture subcommit- civilian control, and "technical-type 
tee post, he would have been well Energy Secretary scientific people" should not be sub- 
placed to influence reforms in the na- 
tion's pesticide law, which is up for 

tion to oversee the space station. 

and environmental issues. 

yet completed its reorganization. 
However, the chairman of the health 
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