11 January 1985, Volume 227, Number 4683

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR
THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE

Science serves its readers as a forum for the presenta-
tion and discussion of important issues related to the
advancement of science, including the presentation of
minority or conflicting points of view, rather than by
publishing only material on which a consensus has been
reached. Accordingly, all articles published in Sci-
ence—including editorials, news and comment, and
book reviews—are signed and reflect the individual
views of the authors and not official points of view
adopted by the AAAS or the institutions with which the
authors are affiliated.

Editorial Board
PHILIP W. ANDERSON, DAVID BALTIMORE, ANSLEY
J. CoALE, J. L. GoLDSTEIN, L. KNOPOFF, SEYMOUR
LipSET, WALTER MASSEY, OLIVER E. NELSON, ALLEN
NEWELL, RuTH PATRICK, VERA C. RUBIN, HOWARD E.
SiMMoONS, SoLoMON H. SNYDER, ROBERT M. SoLow

Publisher: WiLLiAM D. CAREY
Editor: DANIEL E. KOSHLAND, JR.

Deputy Editor for Engineering and Applied Sciences:
PuiLip H. ABELSON

Deputy Editor for Physical Sciences: JouHn 1.
BRAUMAN

Deputy Editor for Social Sciences: GARDNER LINDZEY

Editorial Staff

Managing Editor: PATRICIA A. MORGAN

Assistant Managing Editors: NANCY J. HARTNAGEL,
JouN E. RINGLE

Production Editor: ELLEN E. MURPHY

News Editor: BARBARA J. CULLITON

News and Comment: COLIN NORMAN (deputy editor),
JEFFREY L. Fox, CONSTANCE HOLDEN, ELIOT MAR-
SHALL, R. JEFFREY SMITH, MARJORIE SUN, JOHN
WALSH

European Correspondent: DAVID DICKSON

Research News: ROGER LEWIN (deputy editor), RICH-
ARD A. KERR, GINA KOLATA, JEAN L. MARX, THOMAS
H. MaucGH II, ARTHUR L. RoBINSON, M. MITCHELL
WALDROP

Administrative Assistant, News: SCHERRAINE MACK;
Editorial Assistant, News: FANNIE GROOM

Senior Editors: ELEANORE Butz, RUTH KULSTAD,
MARY PREsCOTT

Associate Editors: MARTHA COLLINS, SYLVIA EB-
ERHART, CAITILIN GORDON, WILLIAM GREAVES, BAR-
BARA JASNY, STEPHEN KEPPLE, EDITH MEYERS, Lois
ScHMITT

Assistant Editor: LisA MCCULLOUGH

Book Reviews: KATHERINE LIVINGSTON, Editor; LIN-
DA HEISERMAN, JANET KEGG

Letters: CHRISTINE GILBERT

Production: JoHN BAKER, HOLLY BisHoP, ELEANOR
WARNER; ISABELLA BoOULDIN, JEAN RockwooD,
SHARON RYAN, BEVERLY SHIELDS

Covers, Reprints, and Permissions: GRAYCE FINGER,
Editor; GERALDINE CRUMP, CORRINE HARRIS

Guide to Scientific Instruments: RICHARD G. SOMMER

Editorial Administrator: SUsaN F. ELLIOTT

Administrative Assistant: WILLIAM CARTER

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE: 1515 Massa-
chusetts Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 20005. Tele-
phone: 202-467-4400. For ‘‘Information for Contribu-
tors’’ see page Xi, Science, 21 December 1984,

Business Staff
Chief Business Officer: WILLIAM M. MILLER III
Business Manager: HANs NUSSBAUM
Assistant to the Chief Business Officer: ROSE Low-
ERY
Membership Recruitment: GWENDOLYN HUDDLE
. Member and Subscription Records: ANN RAGLAND

Advertising Representatives

Director: EARL J. SCHERAGO

Production Manager: DONNA RIVERA

Adbvertising Sales Manager: RICHARD L. CHARLES

Marketing Manager: HERBERT L. BURKLUND

Sales: NEwW YORK, N.Y. 10036: Steve Hamburger,
1515 Broadway (212-730-1050); ScoTcH PraINs, N.J.
07076: C. Richard Callis, 12 Unami Lane (201-889-4873);
BEVERLY HiLLs, CALIF. 90211: Winn Nance, 111 N. La
Cienega Blvd. (213-657-2772); SAN Josg, CALIF. 95112:
Bob Brindley, 310 S. 16 St. (408-998-4690); DORSET, VT.
(5)23{; Fred W. Dieffenbach, Kent Hill Rd. (802-867-

ADVERTISING CORRESPONDENCE: Tenth floor,
1515 Broadway, New York 10036 (212-730-1050).

SCIENCE

An Editor’s Quest (I)

Breathes there the scientist, with soul so dead,
Who never to himself hath said,
“I’d like to publish in Science!”
Whose heart hath ne’er within him burned
As specialized journal pages turned
Knowing his latest research has earned
A right to be ranked with the giants?
(With apologies to Sir Walter Scott)

There will of course be some individuals who are born specialists, enjoy
being specialists, and are content to live and die as specialists. There are
physicists, bombarded by mesons, bosons, monopoles, and quarks, who are
not charmed by a world below high energy. There are biochemists,
drowning enjoyably in seas of ammonium sulfate and ethidium bromide,
who rapidly become saturated when exposed to the lowest concentration of
Bessel functions or economic cycles. There are chemists living high on
NMR peaks who disdain subjects that cannot be crystallized or lack melting
points. There are paleontologists wandering around in the Pliocene epoch,
perfectly happy at being millions of years behind the times.

No one in his right mind would wish to interfere with such bliss,
particularly in a world fraught with nuclear missiles, stagnant economies,
and grant renewals. Nevertheless, there is a function for a journal that
brings together the best from all disciplines. For the scientific community it
means that those involved in the common enterprise of expanding the
frontiers of knowledge will be exposed to discoveries at the cutting edge of
another discipline. For the research scientist it has the practical concomi-
tant that inventive minds will often find a way for a technique or concept of
one discipline to create a new frontier in a second. Chemists now use the
NMR discovered by physicists; archeologists are helped by the carbon
dating discovered by chemists; evolutionists use the DNA sequencing
discovered by biochemists. The list could go on, but it emphasizes that no
science is an island unto itself.

There is a great need for a journal to serve not only the community within
its discipline but also the information flow between disciplines. Science has
reported on and published scholarly articles in the entire spectrum from
mathematics to social science, and this new editor would like to carry on
that tradition and possibly improve and enlarge it. We will actively solicit
those articles that are considered to be breakthroughs within a discipline,
even if some of them may be difficult for the nonspecialist.

The first criterion should be excellence; within that criterion, the more
general will be favored over the more particular. All things being equal
(which they rarely are), an article that is comprehensible to more than one
disciplinary group will be favored over one that has a more narrow focus.
The more general may not always be the more important, but generality
seems an appropriate goal for a multidisciplinary journal, which Science has
been and, in my opinion, should remain.

To publish the best while providing for interdisciplinary communication,
we shall attempt to make the abstracts understandable to the nonspecialist,
even though the body of the article is written for the specialist. Thus we
shall welcome the first announcement of a laser, a recombinant DNA, a
Phillips curve, or an Oldowan chopper, even if the detailed evidence is
beyond the general reader.

Next week I shall describe some procedures that are being designed to
implement these general goals.—DANIEL E. KOSHLAND, JR.






