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Microtex

Scientific Imaging
Lets Your Computer
See The Light

An integrated scientific
imaging workstation from
Microtex can solve your
image acquisition problems,
and provide results in min-
utes instead of days.

Whether your application
is high speed, low light, UV
or IR, a Microtex system
can capture, analyze and
display almost any image an
experiment can create.

For expert applications
engineering and further
information, contact:
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MICROTEX

DIGITAL IMAGING

80 Trowbridge Street
Cambridge, MA 02138
617-491-2874 Telex 948-014
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LETTERS

Acid Rain Report

Marjorie Sun’s briefing on the White
House Panel’s Acid Rain Report (News
and Comment, 21 Sept. p. 1374) indirect-
ly quotes panel member Kenneth Rahn
as saying that the panel report called for
a 25 percent reduction in acid deposition.
Sun describes the report as concluding
that a ‘25 percent reduction would pro-
tect almost all aquatic life.”

As a member of the panel, I disagree.
Our report (p. II-2) simply states that,
“[ilf the figures that Work Group I
agreed on are used,”’ a 25 percent reduc-
tion (to a target loading of sulfates of 30
kilograms per hectare per year) ‘‘would
serve to eliminate damage to all but the
most delicate of fresh-water biological
ecosystems’’ (emphases added).

However, our panel was set up in
order to peer-review the output of the
joint U.S.—Canadian work groups. Our
own conclusion (on p. II-1) is rather
different: *‘We know that it is not possi-
ble at this time to establish a precise
loading below which the average sensi-
tive aquatic system will be protected.”’

One should note also that the word
‘‘loading’’ means ‘‘deposition’’ and can-
not yet be related in a precise way to the
emission of pollutants. Our report does
not support a linear relation between
deposition and emission and thus should
not be used to draw any conclusions
about numerical levels of emissions re-
ductions.

S. FRED SINGER
George Mason University,
Fairfax, Virginia 22030

Federal R&D Policy

Although I am in agreement with most
of Roland W. Schmitt’s comments in his
article *‘National R&D policy: An indus-
trial perspective’’ (15 June, p. 1206),
some of the points concerning the na-
tional laboratories deserve additional
discussion. There is no question about
the need to ensure and strengthen the
health of our university system. The
nation’s most precious resource is its
brainpower. Without the basic research
and training capabilities of a first-rate
academic system, that resource cannot
be maintained or replicate itself for fu-
ture generations’ needs. There is also no
question about the federal role in support
of that system.

With regard to the commercial R&D
area, where an efficient technology
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