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Congress Reprieves a Lab 
Lfn t i l  I:\\! "Larch. the Gory;t\ Zlcrnorial In\ t i t t r te o f  'T'rcrpic;~l : ~ n d  I- 'rc\~cn- 

t ive \~lcclicinc cou l t l  \c; ircel\. t i : ~ \ c  hccri con\idcrccl a hot pol i t ical  i tern. 
'T'licn [hi. Yat iona l  I n \ t i t u t c \  01'Hcalth i Y l H i  prc)nosctl cu t t inc  \hare ( i f '  
the (;orc;i\ In\t i t !rtc'\ I>~rt lcct  t o  /era. ;I m o \ c  th;it \$.oillcl eii'ecti\,cl!. h a w  led 
I(> the c~rr;tnir;rtion'\ t lerni\c. 'l ' l ic resrr l t~r ig f11r-or. h : ~ \  p rompted Concr-e\\ t c i  

come to  i t \  r -e\ct~e: thc Y I H  :ipp~-opri: i t iori\ h i l l .  : ipnro \~cc~ 1~ :I c~~n l ' e r cncc  
cornrnittce u n  IS Oc loher .  h:t\ r c \ t o r e ~ I  the in \ t i t l r tc ' \  h~ rc l r c t .  

l ' h c  i n \ t i t t ~ t c .  \\ h ich  \\;I\ c \ t ; ~h l i \ hc t I  i n  I q 2 l .  has :i t l i \ t~ncur \hed I-eicrrtl o f  
r ~ \ e ; ~ r c l i  on t rop ic :~ l  d i \c: i \c\  ; ~ n d  \omc po \ \ - c r f r~ l  \upporter\  i n  ttie 
hiornccIic;~l rc~c;rrc! i  con in iur i i ! \ .  U ;~ rncd  ;ifter (;ener;~l \f'illi;irn Cr ; i \ t fo r t l  
I;orc:i\. :I ph>,\lci:tn \4ho\c \\c>rC led t o  the cont ro l  of \.cllu\r, I.c\.cr and 
nialari:r-\\tiic?i i n  t r l rn m:~t le pci\\il>le rhc con\tr l rct ion {jf the Pztnarnii 
Can;~l-t l ic i n s t i t ~ i l c  opcr ;~ tc \  ;I I:tllor:ilor! i n  P~in:~m:t  anel r c i c i \ e \  ;tl>ot~t $0 
percent 01' i t \  fr~riel\ f rorn Y I I I .  Sc\)e~.;~l  pr.omirient <cient i \ t \  Icd !Iir puhl ic 
orrtcr!. w h c ~ i  N1!-! \ I ;~\ t i~cl  i t \  hut lcet .  The  S1;itc Department ;tl\o cluictl! 
protestctl the i n \ t i r u ~ c ' \  pr011o\c(~ c I o \ t ~ r e  e l t i  t!ic ?I-ounds that i! corl ld 
dani;rcc re l :~ t ions  \\, i t l i  P:~n;im:i. 

Y 1H \\;I\ \ \e l l  :I\! t ~ r c  t t i : ~ ~  i t \  rno\.c \$ OLII~I p romp t  SLICIJ :I rc:ictit)n. Incleed. 
Y11-1 ot f ic i ;~ l \  \ \ e r r  corr l i t in~1 on  i!. 7'hc prupo\ccl elirniri;ition o f t ' n n r l i n ~  fo r  
the Ciore:~\ In \ r i tu tc  \\:I\ ocic 01' ;L \cries ol' cu t \  X I H  niade i n  orc i t r  to  
r e ; ~ l l o c n ~ e  f '~rntl\ i n to  the \ t r p ~ o r t  ~ I ' c o r n p e t i : i \ ~ c  grants. The  reprocr-;~rnniinc 
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\\.;I\ neeclcil to  1'trItiII ;I p l rdee trinde h! the Carter :\(~rnrni\rr-arion-:rnd 
rcccrit l !  r c n c n c d  t-! the I<c;ir:in : l t ln i in i \ t rat ion-to lir~itl :it Ic;t5t i;OOO nc\\ 
grant\  c ; ~ c h  !c;lr. Since 'L'IH'\ or ic inal  hutlcct rcqi tc\ t  \ \otr ld hrnd onl\. 
:!\>out ;'il!) such grant \ .  Y I f - l  o f l i c ~ : ~ l \  \sere fhrcetl t o  di\,ert \c>nie q1-10 
millic)n I'l.om other  ;tre:l\. \lor-e t h :~n  ciric-!hircl o l ' t l l i \  prcrpo\cd rc:~lloc;ttion 
\ \ ,a\  \chcduletl t o  comc  f rom s~~ppor - :  !;)r a \,;irict! o f  r c \ c :~ rch  center.\. 
incl\rtI inc t l ie C;irr,c;~\ In\ t i t r r tc.  'PIC rc\c;trcti ccnrcr\  tend t o  l in\.c 5rrong 
ni>litic;il <upport .  ;~ncl h v  !;ir-rctinc them. N i t [  elre\\ :ntrention t o  the \tr.:tin\ 
carrsctl h. t ry inc  10 f'!rncl FfIOO l ie\ \  qr;int\ i n  ;I t i r h t  h r l d g c ~ .  

C'onrrc\s h;ts rc\pondccl  I-\ r ; ~ i \ i nc  KIH'\ o\ .cr ;~l l  hud?ct ;ind i t  h :~ \  
\peci f ic ;~l l \ ,  rc\tor-cd f \ ~ n t l \  1.01- m:tn> o l ' t l i c  center. . 'l 'hc C;or.e;~\ In \ ! i t r~ tc  i n  
piirtic111:11- \ \ : I \  ;~ppropr i :~ tc ( l  ql.SL)cJ ~ i l i l l i o r i .  th;~r ik\  i n  p : ~ r t  10 l ' : i \~e~r-:~l~lc 
renor is h \  the O'licc. o!' 'T'cchnc>loq . l \ \c \ \menr  rOrl'..li 2nd the (icricr-a! 
,~ lccut ln l iny  Of l i cc  ( G A O I . '  f?ot!i repor t \  \!.ere r - c q ~ ~ c ~ t c t l  h>. the Scn;tlc 
. , lppropr i ;~t ion\  C'ornrnittec. 

O'f.4 loc~kccl t h r c r~~? ! i  the i n \ t i t t ~ t c ' \  ptrhl icat ic~n\.  cont luctCd ;i \ i r r \c!  01' 
Y.S. \c icn f i \ t \  frtni l l i : t~- \\.ith I!\ \\ark. :inrI cc>nilurlctl th;it i t \  \cicn!ilic 
re.;c;lrcti 1s h i r h l !  r.eg;trtlcd. I t  ; i l \o notetl th;i l  much of the \\.crrk i\ I-clc\;cn! 
t o  hc :~ l t l i  prohler i i \  !'~rcccl. I'L)I- c~:iniplc.. 131 0 . S .  riiiIit:tr\ pc r \~ )~ i r i e l .  :inc! 
pointrcl our that Y I H  \ \ o i ~ l c l  h:t\,c IO ( lo \ c m c  of' the rc\c;irch it<cli '  r i ' t i ic  
Ciory:~\ Inqt i tutc c l o \ cd  i t \  tinor-\. (;:I0 I-c:~cliccl \irnil:tr- conclrr \ ion\ .  

- l l i u \ ,  the Cor?:i\ I n \ t i t u t c  h : ~ \  c n i c y c ( l  rcl;tti\.cl> un \c ;~ thcd  f rom a 

\ k i r m i ~ h  l h ~ i t  \yak \omet l i inc  e l f  ;I \ i t l c i ? i n i \  i n  a hroit<!cr hatrlc o\ er t l ie \i;.c 
:inti \ t ruct t r rc ol' Y I H ' c  I~III~~C!.-COLIN NORMAN 
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ers who believe their institutions are 
taking overhead at the expense of money 
for basic science (Science, 2 September, 
p. 929). 

For the past several years, indirect 
costs have consumed an ever-greater 
fraction of the money NIH has to spend 
on grants, accounting for 30 percent of 
the total in FY 1982. University adminis- 
trators, backed by members of Con- 
gress, have vigorously and successfully 
defended their claim to indirect costs 
based on OMB's present formula for 
payment. Although no formal decision 
has been announced, it is anticipated 
that a government-wide review of indi- 
rect cost formulas will be undertaken 
shortly by the White House Office of 
Science and Technology Policy. 

The new appropriations bill contains a 
few items of note but does not constitute 
a detailed blueprint for NIH such as that 
contained in another pending NIH bill 
sponsored by Representative Henry A. 
Waxman (D-Calif.) which would direct 
the institutes to initiate a number of new 
programs in response to pressures from 
special interest health groups (Science, 
19 August, p. 726). For instance, the 
appropriations bill provides that $10 mil- 
lion be set aside in the budget of the 
National Institute of Neurological and 
Communicative Disorders and Stroke 
for special awards in neurosciences re- 
search in honor of former Senator Jacob 
Javits who is dying of amyotrophic later- 
al sclerosis or Lou Gehrig's disease. 
And even though an earmarked $30 mil- 
lion for Alzheimer's disease was struck 
from the bill as a separate item in confer- 
ence, enough money is included in the 
budget for the National Institute on Ag- 
ing to support that level of Alzheimer's 
research. 

The new bill also contains money for 
AIDS research ($29 million) and funds 
for NIH's relatively recent instrument- 
sharing program in which two or more 
investigators can apply for money to 
purchase expensive equipment, such as 
a cell sorter or electron microscope, to 
be used on a shared basis. 

The one important item left out of the 
appropriations bill is training which is 
currently supported by a continuing res- 
olution and may be next year as well if 
new authorizing legislation is not passed 
soon. However, NIH officials say that a 
continuing resolution would enable them 
to support some 10,000 trainees next 
year-about the same number as in FY 
1983-which is 900 more than the Presi- 
dent's budget would have funded. 

All in all, as one of NIH's budget 
officers said, "It is another good year for 
N1H."-BARBARA J. CULLITON 
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