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1.5, Sect. 1.1.3). ““Early fatalities’’ are
not the result of exposure of the thyroid
to radioiodine and hence would not be
prevented by ingestion of KI. The report
also states that ‘‘the radioiodine noble
gases are particularly difficult to contain
in an accident.”” In accidents where
chemically reactive fission products in-
cluding iodine-131 are present, ‘‘the no-
ble gases will be the principal form of
radionuclides released’” (5, p. 2.7).

These brief excerpts, the importance
of which are not touched upon by von
Hippel, offer support for our statement
opposing storage and distribution of KI
in New York City at the time of a reactor
accident. Furthermore, attempts to dis-
tribute KI at the time of an accident
would bring massive numbers of people
into the streets with the resultant risk of
increased exposure to various radioac-
tive substances. This and our other argu-
ments against the distribution of KI dur-
ing an accident are not mentioned by von
Hippel. They were compelling points to
the Committee on Public Health. We
believe that the same arguments hold for
other major population centers not im-
mediately in or adjacent to nuclear pow-
er reactors. We have not taken a position
on the use of KI for workers in the plant,
for individuals living near the plant, or
for those who in their official or medical
capacities may need to stay in or near
potentially dangerous areas.

It has come to our attention that the
Federal Emergency Management Agen-
cy (FEMA), which earlier favored and
planned to purchase and distribute KI to
the states, will not do so despite a con-
gressional appropriation for this pur-
pose. FEMA has decided that policies on
stockpiling and use of the drug ought to
be made at the state and local level (6).

As part of its continuing review of this
problem, a panel discussed the use of KI
at a Symposium on the Health Aspects
of Nuclear Power Plant Incidents at the
New York Academy of Medicine on 7
and 8 April 1983 (7).

NORMAN SIMON
MAURICE E. SHILS
Committee on Public Health,
New York Academy of Medicine,
2 East 103 Street, '
New York 10029
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Meeting Attendance

The Chronicle of Higher Education
reports (8 June, p. 3) that, because of
poor attendance at the 149th annual
meeting of the AAAS in Detroit, our
association stands to lose close to
$300,000. The article cites snowstorms
and vacation plans as reasons for the
meager attendance.

The insufficient support given to state
university professors for travel to such
meetings is another reason for the lack of
attendance. This past year many profes-
sors were kept from attending scientific
meetings because funds were ‘‘nonexis-
tent”” or ‘‘frozen’” for such activities.
Many beneficial contributions returned
to state and country have their genesis at
professional meetings of this nature.

It would be a good idea for those
professors and AAAS members who
were not financially supported to attend
scientific meetings to write their legisla-
tors explaining the importance of in-
creased support for such activities.

HaL J. DaNIEL III
Departments of Speech, Language and
Auditory Pathology and Anthropology,
East Carolina University,
Greenville, North Carolina 27834

It is difficult to judge the overall eco-
nomics of the AAAS annual meeting, as
it is construed to be a mandated member
activity (similar to the publication of
Science), and therefore the cost is par-
tially defrayed by member dues. Howev-
er, the “‘additional loss’’ because of the
poor attendance in Detroit was signifi-
cantly less than $100,000 (exact figures
are not known, as all the bills have not
yet been paid).

ARTHUR HERSCHMAN
Meetings and Publications Center,
AAAS, 1101 Vermont Avenue, NW,

v Washington, D.C. 20005

Erratum: In the article ‘“‘the 0.001557806449023-
Second Pulsar’” by M. Mitchell Waldrop (Research
News, 18 Feb., p. 831), the last sentence of the last
full paragraph in the second column should have
read: “Within a few weeks he was in Aricebo
himself,'and on 14 November he verified pulses at an
astonishing 642 hertz, equivalent to a period of 1.558
milliseconds.””
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