
for basic research is being severely re- 
stricted. 

The announced philosophy of the cur- 
rent Administration is to reduce the role 
of government in our social and econom- 
ic affairs. The objective of this NSF 
program is one which clearly should be 
fulfilled by private venture capitalism. I 
would hope that Congress and the Ad- 
ministration might redirect the funds al- 
located for SBIR into areas where they 

will benefit the public at large. NSF 
should not be in the business of spending 
public funds to enrich private enterprise. 

BRIAN R. YOUNG 
J .  G .  Van Dyke & Associates, Znc., 
Suite 301, 6410 Rockledge Drive, 
Bethesda, Maryland 2081 7 
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SYMPOSIUM 

IONS, CELL 
PROLIFERATION 
AND CANCER 

July 14-16, 1982 W. Alton Jones Cell 
Science Center, Lake Placid, N.Y. 

Co-chairmen: A. L. ~oynton,( ' )  
W. L. ~ c ~ e e h a d ~ )  and J. F. Whitfield(') 
(1) National Research Council of Canada 
(2) W. Alton Jones Cell Science Center 

Subjects include the roles of sodium, 
potassium, calcium, magnesium, pH, cyclic 
nucleotides and calcium-binding proteins 
in a wide variety of proliferating systems 
and in cancer development; techniques 
and methodology. 

Further information on abstracts, posters 
and registration may be obtained from: 
We L. McKeehan, W. Alton Jones Cell 
Science Center, Lake Placid, N.Y. 18946. 

Congressman John J. LaFalce (Let- 
ters, 29 Jan., p. 456) cites the conclusion 
of a National Science Foundation study 
(I) that small R & D firms have been the 
primary generators of major technologi- 
cal innovations. While the conclusion 
appears to be well founded, one should 
bear in mind that the relationship be- 
tween innovation and small R & D firms 
is more similar to that between the egg 
and chicken than the horse and cart. It 
may well be true that major technologi- 
cal innovations have been important, 
and perhaps the primary, generators of 
small R & D firms. 

HORACE A. ORY 
R & D Associates, 
4640 Admiralty Way,  
Post Ofice Box 9695, 
Marina del Rey, California 90291 
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Social Sciences in Chile 

As a follow-up to John Walsh's ac- 
count of the status of universities and 
degree programs in Chile ("New univer- 
sity law decreed in Chile," News and 
Comment, 27 Mar. 1981, p. 1403), it may 
be of interest to Science readers that 
some easing of the restrictions on social 
science programs has begun to occur. On 
1 March 1981, Roberto Escobar B, was 
designated director of a new Department 
of Sociological and Anthropological Sci- 
ences, which replaces previous units, at 
the University of Chile, Santiago. The 
department contains 22 full-time and 28 
part-time professors. As of January 1982 
the university is the only one in Chile to 
offer an advanced degree in the fields of 
sociology, anthropology, and archeolo- 
gy, along with a master's level program 
in social sciences. The new department 
has also been able to reinitiate its publi. 
cation series, including the Boletin de 
Prehistoria, which had been suspended 
since 1975, and the Revista Chilena de 
Sociologia y Antropologia; both journals 
will have an issue this year. Contribu- 
tions are welcomed for either journal, 
with submissions to be directed to Ro- 
berto Escobar. Let us hope that this 
rerecognition of the social sciences in 
Chile continues and expands. 

GORDON C. POLLARD 
Department of Anthropology, 
College at Plattsburgh, 
State University of New York, 
Plattsburgh 12901 

SCIENCE, VOL. 215 




