and technology, does more harm than
good.

Virtually all methods for effectively
constraining the flow of information out
of the country entail the imposition of
restrictions on domestic circulation and
publication as well. This would make
duplication of efforts necessary, thereby
slowing the process. Eventually, such a
course of action could undermine the
national security by weakening the na-
tion technologically.

The exclusion of foreign nationals
from university-based research would
reduce the general pool of talented indi-
viduals at American universities, It
would also have the more indirect effect
of creating a feeling of distrust and ill will
between this country and others.

Beyond these considerations is that of
the traditional protections for freedom
and openness that have always been part
of American society and law,

Erecting significant new barriers to
scientific communication, and establish-
ing precedents with respect to prior con-
straints on publication and speech would
degrade valuable American tradition and
detract from the example of openness
that this country has set for the rest of
the world. It would also harm one of the
few existing strands of international
cooperation: that which links scientists
and engineers across national bound-
aries.

The threat of expanding secrecy in
technology merits the serious attention
of scientists and engineers, both as pro-
fessionals and as citizens.

NSF Committee to
Hold Hearings at
Annual Meeting

The AAAS Office of Opportunities in
Science (OOS) will host a hearing on
issues relevant to the participation of
minorities in science for the Nation-
al Science Foundation’s Committee on
Equal Opportunities in Science and
Technology (CEOST). The hearing will
be held Sunday, 3 January, from 7:00
until 9:00 p.m., in the Massachusetts
Room of the Capital Hilton Hotel.

As part of the AAAS Annual Meeting,
this will be the first structured setting for
minority scientists, in particular, to com-
municate to the Committee their views
on programming needs for minority sci-
ence. Written testimony (two to three
typewritten pages) is invited from per-
sons who wish to be heard by the Com-
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mittee, to offer insights, or to make rec-
ommendations in keeping with the mis-
sion of the Committee. A group of state-
ments will be selected for oral pre-
sentation at the hearing and time for
open discussion of the issues will be
allowed.

Members of the CEOST will hear
views on the needs and concerns of
women during a panel convened by the
Association for Women in Science and
AAAS on Monday, 4 January, from 2:30
until 5:30 p.m., in the Chandelier Room
of the Sheraton Carleton Hotel. Written
testimony is invited, and interested indi-
viduals should attend and participate in
the discussion.

The Committee on Equal Opportuni-
ties in Science and Technology was cre-
ated by congressional legislation to ad-
vise the National Science Foundation
‘‘on policies and activities to encourage
full participation of women, minorities,
and other groups currently underrepre-
sented in scientific and engineering
fields.”” Cora B. Marrett, professor of
sociology at the University of Wisconsin
chairs the Committee whose members,
appointed by the director of the National
Science Foundation with concurrence of
the National Science Board, represent a
broad cross section of scientific and en-
gineering disciplines.

Written statements should be sent, by
18 December, to Mary Poats, National
Science Foundation, Room 537, 1800 G
Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20550.

Reminder

Edward E. Noble, chairman of the
U.S. Synthetic Fuels Corporation, will
give the keynote address at the Decem-
ber AAAS regional energy seminar.

“Western Oil Shale: Benefits, Risks,
and Uncertainties,’’ will be held in Boul-
der, Colorado, on 7 December (see Sci-
ence, 6 November 1981, page 648.)

Meeting Notes

® Puerto Rican scientists and engi-
neers will meet to lay the foundation for
a national association for Puerto Ricans
in scientific, medical, and technical
fields. This meeting is planned as a fol-
low-up to the April 1981 Conference of
Puerto Ricans in Science and Biomedi-
cine sponsored by AAAS and the Na-
tional Institutes of Health. Regional co-
ordinators, appointed at the April Con-
ference, have been working to identify

Puerto Rican scientists and engineers
who are interested in assisting in the
formation of a national organization. The
meeting will be held Monday, 4 January,
in the Conservatory Room of the Wash-
ington Hilton Hotel.

® Annual Meeting participants are in-
vited to attend an Open Forum spon-
sored by the Committee on Science,
Engineering, and Public Policy on Tues-
day, 5 January. Discussions will focus on
major issues in the future of science and
technology. The Open Forum will be
held from 6:00 p.m. until 7:30 p.m. in the
Senate Room of the Capital Hilton Ho-
tel. A ‘‘no-host’ reception will follow
the meeting.

® Interested persons are welcome to
attend an Open Forum of the AAAS
Committee on Science, Arms Control,
and National Security on Thursday, 7
January. The Forum will feature a de-
scription of ongoing and planned activi-
ties of this new AAAS initiative. Pro-
gram suggestions from attendees are in-
vited. The Open Forum will be held at
6:00 p.m. in the California Room of the
Capital Hilton Hotel.

® Youth Activities: The special pro-
gram for secondary school students at
the AAAS Annual Meeting in Washing-
ton will begin on Sunday, 3 January,
with an afternoon Youth Symposium at
the Washington Hilton Hotel. The pro-
gram includes special lectures, demon-
strations, and Conversations with Scien-
tists.

Additional Conversations with Scien-
tists will be held on Monday, 4 January,
and Tuesday, 5 January, at 10:00 a.m.
until 11:00 a.m., and on Wednesday, 6
January, from 5:30 p.m. until 6:30 p.m.
Student papers will be presented on
Monday, 4 January, from 11:30 a.m.
until 1:00 p.m. and from 1:30 p.m. until
3:00 p.m. For further information on
Youth Activities contact Joseph M. Das-
bach at the AAAS address.

Issues of Aging Subject
of Seminar

A special seminar on ‘‘Work and Re-
tirement in the Middle and Later Years"’
will bring scientists and legislators to-
gether to discuss some of the concerns of
aging Americans.

The seminar, to be held 8 December at
the Capitol in Washington, D.C., will
focus on the economic, geographic, and
political aspects of employment of the
elderly. Participants will discuss the im-
portance of older persons as economic
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