28 August 1981, Volume 213, Number 4511

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR
THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE

Science serves its readers as a forum for the presenta-
tion and discussion of important issues related to the
advancement of science, including the presentation of
minority or conflicting points of view, rather than by
publishing only material on which a consensus has been
reached. Accordingly, all articles published in Sci-
ence—including editorials, news and comment, and
book reviews—are signed and reflect the individual
views of the authors and not official points of view
adopted by the AAAS or the institutions with which the
authors are affiliated.

Editorial Board

1981 PETER BELL, BRYCE CRAWFORD, JR., E. PETER
GEIDUSCHEK, EMIL W. HAURY, SALLY GREGORY
KoOHLSTEDT, MANCUR OLsON, PETER H. RAVEN, WIL-
LIAM P. SLICHTER, FREDERIC G. WORDEN

1982 WiLLiAM EsTEs, CLEMENT L. MARKERT, JOHN
R. PiERCE, BRYANT W. RoOSSITER, VERA C. RUBIN,
MAXINE F. SINGER, PAUL E. WAGGONER, ALEXANDER
ZUCKER

Publisher
WiILLIAM D. CAREY
Associate Publisher: ROBERT V. ORMES

Editor
PuiLir H. ABELSON

Editorial Staff

Assistant Managing Editor: JoHN E. RINGLE

Production Editor: ELLEN E. MURPHY

Business Manager: HaNs NUSSBAUM

News Editor: BARBARA J. CULLITON

News and Comment: WILLIAM J. BROAD, LUTHER J.
CARTER, CONSTANCE HOLDEN, ELIOT MARSHALL,
CoLIN NorMaN, R. JEFFREY SMITH, MARJORIE SUN,
NicHoLAS WADE, JOHN WALSH

Research News: RicHARD A. KERR, GINA Bari
KoLaTA, ROGER LEWIN, JEAN L. MARX, THOMAS H.
MauGH II, ArTHUR L. RoBiNsON, M. MITCHELL
WALDROP

Administrative Assistant, News: SCHERRAINE MACK;
Editorial Assistants, News: FANNIE GRoOM, CASSAN-
DRA WATTS .

Senior Editors: ELEANORE BUTZ, MARY DORFMAN,
RuTtH KuLstaDp :

Associate Editors: SYLvia EBERHART, CAITILIN GOR-
DON, Lois SCHMITT

Assistant Editors: MaRrRTHA COLLINS, STEPHEN
KEerPLE, EDITH MEYERS

Book Reviews: KATHERINE LiviNgsToN, Editor; LIN-
DA HEISERMAN, JANET KEGG

Letters: CHRISTINE GILBERT

Copy Editor: IsABELLA BOULDIN

Production: NANCY HARTNAGEL, JOHN BAKER; ROSE
L.owERY; HoLLy BisHor, ELEANOR WARNER; JEAN
Rockwoop, LEaH RyAN, SHARON RyAN, RoBIN
WHYTE

Covers, Reprints, and Permissions: GRAYCE FINGER,
Editor; GERALDINE CRUMP, CORRINE HARRIS

Guide to Scientific Instruments: RICHARD G. SOMMER

Assistants to the Editors: SusaN ELLIOTT, DIANE
HoLLAaND

Membership Recruitment: GWENDOLYN HUDDLE

Member and Subscription Records: ANN RAGLAND
EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE: 1515 Massachu-
setts Ave,, NW, Washington, D.C. 20005. Area code
202. General Editorial Office, 467-4350; Book Reviews,
467-4367; Guide to Scientific Instruments, 467-4480;
News and Comment, 467-4430; Reprints and Permis-
sions, 467-4483; Research News, 467-4321. Cable: Ad-
vancesci, Washington. For ‘‘Information for Contribu-
tors,”” write to the editorial office or see page xi,
Science, 27 March 1981,
BUSINESS CORRESPONDENCE: Area Code 202.
Membership and Subscriptions: 467-4417.

Advertising Representatives

Director: EARL J. SCHERAGO

Production Manager: GINA REILLY

Advertising Sales Mdnager: RICHARD L.. CHARLES

Marketing Manager: HERBERT L. BURKLUND
Sales: NEw York, N.Y. 10036: Steve Hamburger, 1515
Broadway (212-730-1050); ScorcH PLAINS, N.J. 07076:
C. Richard Callis, 12 Unami Lane (201-889-4873); CHI-
caco, ILL, 60611: Jack Ryan, Room 2107, 919 N.
Michigan Ave. (312-337-4973); BEVERLY HILLs, CALIF.
90211: Winn Nance, 111 N, La Cienega Blvd. (213-657-
2772); DorseT, VT. 05251: Fred W. Dieffenbach, Kent
Hill Rd. (802-867-5581).
ADVERTISING CORRESPONDENCE: Tenth floor,
%géSI&Boadway, New York, N.Y. 10036. Phone: 212-

SCIENCE

In Defense of Elitism

Elitism has been out of fashion in America, but laudable though that may
be in political and economic matters, in education we should remember the
values espoused by leaders such as James Bryant Conant, who said, ‘‘Each
honest calling, each walk of life, has its own aristocracy based on excellence
of performance.”’

Horace Mann, a founder of the public school system in the United States,
would be proud that so many Americans today qualify for higher education,
but would be appalled by the seemingly inconsistent public loss of faith in
academia and schooling generally. Along with the lowering of Scholastic
Aptitude Test scores across the nation, grade inflation is rampant in
colleges. Both problems are evidence of our reluctance to evaluate perform-
ance, an attitude which discourages competition, study, and achievement.
There are other indications that our school system is not producing a truly
educated public and does not encourage budding elites. It is possible to
graduate from some high schools today without ever taking a course in
science, studying a foreign language, or writing a research paper.

At the same time that our scientists have been increasingly honored in the
Nobel Prize competition, there has been a ground swell of belief in
pseudoscience and reaction against science. One senator periodically taunts
scientists for ‘“‘golden fieecings,”” and spokesmen for the new President
have suggested that we should no longer strive to be world leaders in all the
sciences. The United States reached preeminence in science and industry
during World War II, in part because many top European scientists and
engineers emigrated to this country at that time. The brain drain could take
place in the other direction if conditions become sufficiently bleak here.

In China, between 1966 and 1976, intellectuals were denounced, belittled,
and sometimes banished. The result has been tragic, especially for a culture
which for thousands of years placed great emphasis on the life of the mind
and which has contributed so much to the fund of knowledge of the civilized
world. The Chinese have not only lost face as a nation, they have been
hindered in making the technological and sociological advances needed to
feed their population and improve their standard of living.

Can it happen here? There is more than one way to undermine a people’s
faith in learning, and we are already partway down that road. We have
scorned to reward excellence in intellectual endeavor, and the average
American today speaks only one language and has relatively little under-
standing of science or human behavior. We do not live in China, and the
Golden Fleece award is hardly the same as banishment to the mountains of
Yunnan. Yet we must find ways to keep alive the respect for education and
intellectual achievement which has helped us attain our present standard of
living. We must also remember that a republic cannot long remain both
ignorant and free.

To avoid stagnation, we need two kinds of educated bodies—a public that
appreciates and urges continued support for research and education, and an
intellectual elite to provide both scientific and humanistic understanding to
help us cope with the harsh realities of the physical world.

Aldous Huxley said that the great end of life is not knowledge, but action.
True enough, but we would do well to heed the words of another intellectual
who warned of taking action without the benefit of knowledge. During the
eighth century A.D. the Chinese poet Han Shan wrote*:

Body clothed in a no-cloth robe,

Feet clad in turtie’s fur boots,

I seize my bow of rabbit horn

And prepare to shoot the devil Ignorance.

—NANCIE L. GONZALEZ, Department of Anthropology, University of
Maryland, College Park 20742

*From Cold Mountain, translated by B. Watson (Columbia University Press, New York, 1970).





