
Support for DeVita 

The following letter to Richard H. 
Schweiker, Secretary of Health and Hu- 
man Services, was written in support of 
Vincent DeVita, Director of the National 
Cancer Institute, in response to recent 
press reports. It was signed by 90 physi- 
cians and scientists. 

We, the undersigned directors and heads of 
the research laboratories and clinics of the 
National Cancer Institute with sustained pro- 
fessional contact with Dr. Vincent DeVita, 
the Director of the National Cancer Institute, 
are dismayed by the impressions reflected in 
the press following the recent hearings of the 
Senate Committee on Labor and Human Re- 
sources. 

Dr. DeVita served as Acting Director from 
January 1980 until July 1980, when he was 
appointed Director of the National Cancer 
Institute. In this short period of time he has 
already managed to reorganize ongoing re- 
search programs by strengthening those 
which were most innovative, dismantling 
those with less promise, and redistributing 
personnel and resources to take best advan- 
tage of promising avenues of research. These 
changes restored a sense of purpose, boosted 
morale, and created an environment more 
conducive to research and clinical progress 
than has been evident in many, many years. 

He has proved to be an excellent manager 
of scientists and scientific resources, and 
above all, a dynamic leader. We feel confident 
that the national scientific community in the 
areas of cancer research and treatment view 
Dr. DeVita with the same high regard. Dr. 
DeVita's personal contributions in the area of 
cancer treatment can hardly be overstated. 
He was one of the pioneers in developing 
protocols which can now be credited with 
saving thousands of lives. 

He understands and effectively implements 
the needs of basic cancer research and its 
clinical applications, and has the conviction 
and motivation to recognize and move pro- 
grams of greatest promise for the cancer pa- 
tient. He is, in our opinion, an extremely 
effective director of the National Cancer Insti- 
tute. 
CHIEFS O F  LABORATOR~ES AND CLINICS 
Division of Cancer and 
Prevention, Division of Cancer 
Treatment, and Division of Cancer 
Biology and Diagnosis, 
National Cancer Institute, 
Bethesda, Maryland 20014 

Erratum: The description of the cable-stayed 
bridge design by Willard Bascom (Letters, 19 June, 
p. 1339) should have read "the cables were suspend- 
ed from a series of aluminum towers mounted on 
tension-leg platforms in water to 2200-foot depths. 
Some 30 towers would have been required. . . . 

Erratum: In "New A-bomb data shown to radia- 
tion experts" (News and Comment, 19 June, p. 136% 
the reference to reduced gamma ray doses due to 
building shielding should have read "by a factor of 
1.6," not "by a little more than 60 percent." 

Erratum: In the report "Induction of hemoglobin 
accumulation in human K562 cells by hemin is 
reversible" by A. Dean et a/. (24 Apr., p. 459). the 
second sentence in the legend for figure 1 should 
have read: "A stock solution of 600 W M  hemin was 
prepared by adding 0.3 ml of 1N NaOH to 19.56 mg 
of hemin, and then adding 0.3 ml of 0.5M tris base, 
2.5 ml of cell growth medium, and 0.35 ml of 1N 
HCI, and then diluting to a final volume of 50 ml with 
cell growth medium." 

YOU DON'T KNOW WHAT 
YOUR R&D CAN DO TILL 

YOU GIVE IT SPACE. 
Imagine a laboratory 

that's free of such constraints 
as hydrostatic pressure. 
Convection. Sedimentation. 

There is such a research 
lab. It's called the Space Shuttle. 
And you can use it to send your 
experiments into Space. 

OPPORTUNITIES AS VAST AS 
SPACE ITSELF 

Space Shuttle 
experiments can be either pure 
or applied research leading to 
the development of new and 
improved products, processes 
and materials. Whatever your 
project, it can take advantage 
of near zero gravity, 

CAN YOUR PRODUCTS OR 
PROCESSES BE ENHANCED BY 
SPACE? 

Rockwell International 
has answers that may be 
profitable to you. We operate a 
User Servrce Center to asslst In 
the planning necessary for 
you to take advantage of the 
opportunities in Space Call us 
a t  (213) 922-3344 or write: STS 
User Service Center, FC15- F 
Space Operations & Satellite 
Systems Division, North 
American Space Operations, 
Rockwell Internat~onal, 
12214 Lakewood Blvd., 
Downey, CA 90241. 

almost 
perfect vacuum. Any 
process that can be affected 
by exposure to such an 
environment may be greatly 
improved -and may, in turn, 
greatly improve your competi- 
tive position. The decisive 
factor could be your use of 
Space to experiment in areas 
such as cryogenics. Crystal 
growth. Containerless proces- 
sing. Solidification. Or mixing. 

ROCKWELL INTERNATIONAL 
KNOWS SPACE.. . 
FROM THE GROUND UF! 

... where science getsdown to business . 
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