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tion and discussion of important issues related to the ad-
vancement of science, including the presentation of mi-
nority or conflicting points of view, rather than by pub-
lishing only material on which a consensus has been
reached. Accordingly, all articles published in Science —
including editorials, news and comment, and book re-
views—are signed and reflect the individual views of the
authors and not official points of view adopted by the
AAAS or the institutions with which the authors are af-
filiated.

Editorial Beard

1981 PETER BELL, BRYCE CRAWFORD, JR., E. PETER
GEIDUSCHEK, EMIL W. HAURY, SALLY GREGORY
KoHLSTEDT, MANCUR OLSON, PETER H. RAVEN, WIL-
LIAM P. SLICHTER, FREDERIC G. WORDEN

1982: WiLL1AM EsTEs, CLEMENT L. MARKERT, JOHN
R. PiERCE, BRYANT W. RoSSITER, VERA C. RUBIN,
MAaXINE F. SINGER, PAUL E. WAGGONER, ALEXANDER
ZUCKER

Publisher
WiLLIAM D. CAREY

Editor
PHILIP H. ABELSON

Editorial Staff

Business Manager

Managing Editor
HaNs NussBaum

ROBERT V. ORMES
Assistant Managing Editor Production Editor
JoHN E. RINGLE ELLEN E. MURPHY

News Editor: BARBARA J. CULLITON

News and Comment: WILLIAM J. BroaD, CoON-
STANCE HOLDEN, ELIOT MARSHALL, R. JEFFREY
SMITH, MARIORIE SUN, NICHOLAS WADE, JOHN WALSH

Research News: RICHARD A, KERR, GINA Bari Ko-
LATA, ROGER LEwIN, JEAN L. MARrRx, ThHoMas H.
MauGH 11, ARTHUR L. ROBINSON, MITCHELL WAL-
DROP

Administrative Assistant, News: SCHERRAINE MACK.
Editorial Assistants, News: FANNIE GRrooM, CAs-
SANDRA WATTS

Consulting Editor: ALLEN L. HAMMOND

Associate Editors: ELEANORE BuTz, MARY DORF-
MAN; SYLVIA EBERHART, RUTH KULSTAD

Assistant Editors: MARTHA CoOLLINS, CAITILIN GOR-
DON, STEPHEN KEPPLE, EDITH MEYERS, LOIS SCHMITT

Book Reviews: KATHERINE LIVINGSTON, Editor;
LINDA HEISERMAN, JANET KEGG

Letters: CHRISTINE GILBERT

Copy Editor: ISABELLA BOULDIN

Production: NANCY HARTNAGEL, JOHN BAKER; ROSE
Lowery; HoLLY BisHopP, ELEANOR WARNER; MARY
McDANIEL, JEAN RockwooD, LEAH RYAN, SHARON
RyaN

Covers, Reprints, and Permissions: GRAYCE FINGER,
Editor; GERALDINE CRUMP, CORRINE HARRIS

Guide to Scientific Instruments: RICHARD G. SOMMER

Assistants to the Editors: SusaN ELLIOTT, DIANE
HoLLaND

Membership Recruitment. GWENDOLYN HUDDLE

Member and Subscription Records: ANN RAGLAND
EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE: 1515 Massachu-
setts Ave., NW, Washington, D.C. 20005. Area code
202. General Editorial Office, 467-4350; Book Reviews,
467-4367; Guide to Scientific Instruments, 467-4480;
News and Comment, 467-4430; Reprints and Per-
missions, 467-4483; Research News, 467-4321. Cable:
Advancesci, Washington. For *‘Instructions for Contrib-
utors,”” write to the editorial office or see page xi, Sci-
ence, 19 December 1980. .
BUSINESS CORRESPONDENCE: Area Code 202.
Membership and Subscriptions: 467-4417.

Advertising Representatives

Director: EARL J. SCHERAGO

Production Manager: GINA REILLY

Advertising Sales Manager: RICHARD L. CHARLES
Marketing Manager: HERBERT L. BURKLUND

Sales: NEw Yorx, N.Y. 10036: Steve Hamburger, 1515
Broadway (212- 730 1050); ScorcH PLAINS, N.J, 07076:
C. Richard Callis, 12 Unami Lane (201- 889 4873); CHI-
CAGO, ILL. 60611: Jack Ryan, Room 2107, 919 N. Mich-
igan Ave. (312-337-4973); BeEVERLY HiLLs, CALIF.
90211: Winn Nance, 111 N. La Cienega Blvd. (213-657-
2772); DORSET, VT. 05251: Fred W. Dieffenbach, Kent
Hill Rd. (802-867-5581).

ADVERTISING CORRESPONDENCE: Tenth floor,
%2(1)_5 (?roadway, New York, N.Y. 10036, Phone: 212

SCIENCE

Affinities Between Scientists and Humanists

A Commission on the Humanities, sponsored by the Rockefeller Founda-
tion, recently issued a report on the state and role of the humanities in
American life.* Scientists should take heed and take heart.

For possibly the first time, a diverse group of representatives of the hu-
manities—from schools, colleges, and universities; from libraries, the me-
dia, and public life; from foundations, museums, and business—has sum-
moned the humanities and modern liberal education to acknowledge, rather
than flee, the realities and consequences of science and technology. *If the
aim is to make invention creative and humane,”’ the Commission insists,
“*knowledge of the humanities must be coupled with an understanding of the
characteristics of scientific inquiry and technological change. Liberal educa-
tion must define scientific literacy as no less important a characteristic of the
educated person than reading and writing.”’

Yet, asserts the Commission, if humanists bear responsibilities, long dis-
regarded, toward the sciences, so too scientists must accept reciprocal obli-
gations toward the humanities. **When scientists and technicians are deeply
concerned about questions raised by their unprecedented success in trans-
forming the human environment, when questions of value, responsibility,
and freedom can no longer be seen as falling outside the province of scien-
tific activity, dialogue with humanists becomes increasingly important. . . .
To be a good scientist, one must be more than a scientific specialist.”

Lest such truths become mere truisms, however, scientists and humanists
must go beyond the Commission’s injunction and accept the deep in-
tellectual affinity between their fields. The sciences, like the humanities, are
not merely subjects of study but also ways of pursuing knowledge in its
many manifestations. Both—contrary to the self-congratulatory views of
some people from both groups—represent the great achievements of the
human mind and spirit. Both, in their distinctive manner, have created and
revealed the beauties and awesome realities of nature and human civ-
ilization. It serves no purpose, nor is it accurate, to think otherwise.

Nor is it wise for scientists to deprecate the ingredients of judgment, in-
tuition, and ambiguity in the work of the humanities or for humanists to
conceive of science and technology as the products of mere positivism. As
we now know, the intellectual grandeur and predicaments shared by the
sciences and humanities are as numerous and profound as the qualities and
problems that may distinguish them. Scholars in both worlds confront the
fragmentation and uncertainty of all knowledge and are faced with weak
public understanding and declining support. And both scientists and human-
ists know the peril of claiming too much-—that knowledge of Shakespeare
makes for right conduct or that familiarity with the universe will put an end
to human ills and discontent. ;

Sharing so much, the sciences and the humanities must therefore now
conclude a new partnership on behalf of all knowledge and understanding.
The communities of both—though the community of the humanities remains
far less organized—should become more closely involved at all levels'and in
all pursuits. For without joint efforts—intellectual, institutional, and civic—
both will suffer and, along with them, American culture will suffer, too.
—JAMES M. BANNER, JR., Chairman, American Association for the Ad-
vancement of the Humanities, 918 16th Street, NW, Washington, D.C.
20006

*The Humanities in American Life,, University of California Press, Berkeley, 1980. xiii + 192 pp.





