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No CAT Scans in Mexico for Shah? No CAT Scans in Mexico for Shah? 

HUGH DOWNS: The Shah had to come here? He couldn't 
have stayed in Mexico and got good treatment? 

BARBARA WALTERS: Well, what he said is, and he keeps 
saying: He said that he had pills-pills, forgive me, I'm a 
little excited because I just left him afew hours ago-chills 
andfever the whole time he was in Mexico. He was being 
treated for malaria, and that made his condition worse. 
Then he had intense pain and jaundice. 

The reason he had to come there was for the diagnosis. 
They didn't know whether it was the gall bladder itself, or 
whether it was the tumor pressing on the gall bladder, and 
he had to have a very new and sophisticated instrument 
called a body scanner. They didn't have that there. They do 
have it here, and in order to find out whether it was the 
cancer or the gall bladder, he had to come to this country. 

DOWNS: I see. 
WALTERS: He did not want to, he said, his doctor said- 
DOWNS: He didn't want- 
WALTERS: And the Empress, and they all said: You 

must, you must come. There are very few of these scanners 
in the world. They're very very new. 

On 22 November, Thanksgiving day, ABC News Corre- 
spondent Barbara Walters interviewed the ex-Shah of Iran 
in his room at the New York Hospital-Cornell Medical 
Center. No tape or film was made, for the Shah felt it would 
be played in Iran and could be misinterpreted. Walters did 
take notes, and the dialogue between Walters and Downs is 
from a report aired on the ABC News Magazine 20/20. 

The idea that the Shah had to come to the United States 
for diagnosis unavailable in Mexico is challengeable. 

Mexico has at least 16 CAT (computerized axial tomog- 
raphy) scanners. Nine are in Mexico City, three in Mon- 
terrey, one in Tlapan, and three in Guadalajara. Five of the 
Mexican machines scan only a patient's head, 11 scan both 
head and body. Of these, the newest are three machines 
built by Ohio Nuclear and known as Delta 2010's. These ma- 
chines complete a scan in less than 5 seconds and are con- 
sidered some of the best available anywhere in the world. 
Older scanners sometimes take 4 to 6 minutes. Estimates 
by U.S. industry executives put the world total of CAT 
scanners at 2600, some 1400 of them in the United States. 

Body scans are most frequently used to diagnose sus- 
pected abdominal problems. A report published in August 
1978 by the Congressional Office of Technology Assess- 
ment says, "CAT scanning can image tumors in the liver, 
pancreas, kidney, pelvic and retroperitoneal space that are 
invisible on conventional x-ray films. In patients with jaun- 
dice, CAT scanning may reveal whether the bile ducts are 
obstructed. In cases of suspected tumor, CAT scanning 
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may reveal spread of the tumor, and thus differentiate pa- 
tients who might benefit from surgery from those for whom 
it would be futile." 

The Shah is said to have been battling cancer of the 
lymph nodes for the past 6 years. With chills, fever, weight 
loss, and jaundice apparently plaguing him in Mexico, a 
CAT scan as well as other diagnostic tests were needed to 
see if the problem was cancer, simple blockage of the bile 
duct, or both. 

Experts are at odds over whether good quality CAT 
scans of the Shah's abdomen could have been made in 
Mexico. "He could have been taken care of down there 
without any problem," says the chief radiologist from one 
midwestern medical school, who has colleagues in Mexico 
City. "I'm sure they have what is needed." 

Others say having a good machine is not enough. "There 
is a great deal of difference in terms of the experience of the 
people who are using them," says S. Lewis Meyer, direc- 
tor of marketing for English Medical Instruments. "If I 
wanted a CAT examination that would provide the maxi- 
mum amount of diagnostic information, I probably 
wouldn't go to Mexico City. I'd go to Los Angeles, San 
Francisco, New York, Chicago, or someplace else where 
people have had systems installed for some length of time, 
and have developed the experience to know what they are 
looking at." 

It appears that the Shah and his doctors felt the same 
way. On the night of 22 October, he was flown to New 
York. The next day doctors performed CAT scans of 
his abdomen. The three CAT scanners at New York Hospi- 
tal range from the relatively old to the very new. Their 
General Electric CT/T 8800 is "the current state of the 
art," as a competing manufacturer put it. 

Not just the United States and Mexico have the ma- 
chines. General Electric, which entered the scanner market 
just 3 years ago, already has body scanners in Australia, 
Korea, Japan, Canada, Argentina, Columbia, Brazil, Nor- 
way, Sweden, Germany, France, Spain, Italy, Russia, Syr- 
ia, and Iran. 

The diagnostic work at New York Hospital showed the 
Shah's acute problem to be obstruction of the common bile 
duct by a stone. It also revealed other stones in his gall 
bladder, and a "lymphoproliferative disorder," according 
to a press release from New York Hospital. The question 
of whether the operation on the gall bladder, the radiation 
treatments for cancer, and the removal of the remaining 
stone could have been carried out in Mexico or some other 
country has not yet been addressed. On the issue of CAT 
scanners and diagnosis, the record speaks for itself. 

-WILLIAM J. BROAD 
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