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No infrared to taint studies.

More and more, physical and
social scientists, technical photog-
raphers and others are turning to
Javelin Night Viewing Devices
(NVDs) for photographing and see-
ing in the dark. For those performing
experiments, the elimination of
infrared light subtracts one more
variable in their research data.

Javelin NVDs are presently being
used for emission or “smokestack”
research; studies of the nocturnal
habits of mammals, reptiles and
insects; and sleep patterns of
humans. A major TV network exposed
drug use of American soldiers in
Germany. Another network verified
Highway Patrol complaints of night-
time driver abuses.

Whatever you're studying or
photographing—don't be kept in the
dark. Let a Javelin NVD open your
eyes. A range of models is available
to fit on any camera-still,movie or TV.
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lism experiments are essential in eluci-
dating what causes tumors in the animal
model. The implications to public health
differ depending on whether one is deal-
ing with a potent direct-acting carcino-
gen, or an opportunistic carcinogen ca-
pable of doing harm only to mammals of
severely impaired resistance, or an agent
providing the opportunity for ubiquitous
carcinogens to become effective. The
“*bioassay’’ approach imposes a dogmat-
ic and narrow interpretation of tumor in-
cidences and discourages broader stud-
ies needed to advance our knowledge of
what contributes to tumor formation.
Only full consideration of physiological
effects on a case by case basis can lead to
credible risk assessment. An encourag-
ing note is that Food and Drug Admin-
istration’s advisory committees have
provided flexible responses to ‘‘bio-

‘assay’’ data, pointing the way to more

balanced risk assessments (§).
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Mercury in Sperm Whale Meat

Japanese whaling interests have long
resisted international whale conserva-
tion initiatives. A major argument used
by the Japanese to support their plunder
of great whale stocks has been that the
meat is needed for human consumption
(even though whale meat supplies less
than 1 percent of yearly Japanese protein
consumption) (/). However, data re-
leased by Masashi Taguchi of the Uni-
versity of Tokyo's College of Fisheries,
at the June 1979 meeting of the Inter-
national Whaling Commission in London,
indicates that sperm whale meat offered
for sale in Japanese food stores contains
unsafe levels of organic mercury. The
whale meat contained mercury levels
of 2.3 parts per million, which is six
times the level the Japanese govern-
ment considers acceptable (0.4 part per
million). . . .

Because of modern industrial activity,
the world’s oceans are polluted with
mercury. This is not so important a
factor in the contamination of fish with
short life-spans. However, sperm whales
live for 60 years and concentrate mer-
cury in their flesh. When humans con-
sume contaminated whale meat, the lipid
soluble methylmercury is cpncentrated
in the cells of the nervous system and
very slowly eliminated from the body,
even when all intake is stopped.

It is hoped that the Japanese will act
on Taguchi’s data. Their action could
have the double benefit of protecting
public health (2) and preventing threat-
ened whale species from diminishing
further.
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