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Science serves its readers as a forum for the presenta- Meeting needs for public understanding of science was adopted as federal 

tion and discussion of important issues related to the ad- policy in 1950 legislation creating the National Science Foundation. On the 
vancement of science, including the presentation of mi- 
nority or conflicting points of view, rather than by pub- basis of currently low levels of citizen comprehension, that original NSF 
lishing only material on which a consensus has been program can hardly be viewed as successful. But how should we expect any 
reached. Accordingly, all articles published in Science 
including editorials, news and comment, and book re- federal program to buck a powerful cultural tide? 
views-are signed and reflect the individual views of the Huizinga addressed this issue almost half a century ago. * As he wrote, 
authors and not official points of view adopted by the 
AAAS or the institutions with which the authors are af- universal education and modern publicity, instead of raising the level of filiated. culture, have produced symptoms of devitalization and degeneration. Sci- 
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