
Aquaculture: Appropriate 
Technology in China 

In stillwater ponds that stretch row after row for acres at the Pearl River 
Fisheries Research Institute in the Guangzhou (Canton) countryside, Chinese 
carp are thriving, testament to the fact that aquaculture is a Chinese success 
story. Indeed, pioneer aquaculturist Chung Lin, the institute's deputy director, 
claims that "Fish fry (hatchling) production here at Pearl River and elsewhere 
is now more than enough for all of China." 

Under the auspices of the United Nations, scientists at the fisheries institute 
are training fish specialists from ten other Asian countries and proving the mer- 
its of "appropriate technology" at the same time. According to Chung, many 
of the 105 trainees who have studied at Pearl River since the UN program 
began in 1975 had previously been to Russia, Japan, or the United States. 
"They tell us that our technology is comparatively backward but nonetheless 
most applicable to their Third World countries," he says. 
Chung calls the Chinese system "adaptable, cheap, and 
low in energy''-one in which "nothing is wasted." 
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Fish ponds stretch row after row at the 
Pearl River aquaculture center. 
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