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THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE 
Science serves its readers as a forum for the presenta- When people are unable to evaluate the magnitude of risks in a situation, 

tion and discussion of important issues related to the ad- many are inclined to fear the worst. This has been especially true in atti- 
vancement of science, including the presentation of mi- 
nority or conflicting points of view, rather than by pub- tudes toward the health hazards associated with chemicals. A tendency for 
iishing only nsateriai on which a consensus has been some people to be 'spooked" has been exploited by opportunists who have 
reached. Accordingly, all articles published in Science 
including editorials, news and comment, and book re- talked of a cancer epidemic allegedly created by chemicals. Some chemicals 
views-are signed and reflect the individual views of the 
authors and not official points of view adopted by the in the workplace are carcinogenic, but their contribution to cancer preva- 
AAAS or the institutions with which the authors are  lence is small in comparison to that of smoking and probably to that of 
fihiated. natural substances in raw and cooked foods. 
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