
dards for nutrient intake during infancy. 
The CNL will also work to develop pre -first 

cise methodology for such determina- LII e 

tions. 

research on lactation, human milk, and microprocessor- controlled 
Our agencies share a keen interest in 

colostrum. In fact, NICHD has con- fraction collector... 
tracted with the Baylor College of Medi- 
cine to develop procedures for the col- 
lection, storage, processing, and distri- LKB's MultiRacTM 
bution of milk for clinical research. 
Some of the staff of the CNL work on 
this project, and the staff of the Human 
Nutrition Center of USDA follow the 
progress of this contract with interest. 
Cooperation, not competition, best de- 
scribes this venture. 

We are now in the midst of planning a 
conference on optimal nutrition during 
pregnancy that our agencies will sponsor 
jointly. We anticipate more such cooper- 
ative enterprises in the near future. 
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In her two articles on interferon re- LKB's MultiRac fraction collector is unlike any other in versatility of function, 
search (Research News, 15 June, p. 1183; reliability of operation and simplicity of use. 

22 June, p. 1293), Jean L. Marx does Just push a few buttons and you can program the unit to collect in any size 

an admirable job summarizing the many vessel from test tubes to carboys - by time, drop or LKB's precise volume. 
The 250 msec switch-over between tubes minimizes dribbling and a "stop" 

aspects of work in a most active field. I feature can eliminate it entirely. 
realize it is impossible to mention all in- 
vestigators who made significant contri- Microprocessor control conserves test tubes by diverting column void volume 

like to to a built- in waste container. Still more tubes are conserved by varying fraction 
buttons. However, I would point sizes according to GD. During peak elution, small fractions are collected for 
out the omission of the name of Kurt optimal resolution.., in the valleys, tubes are filled to capacity. You can start 
Paucker of the Medical College of Penn- your run and leave for an early dinner, knowing that when you come back the next 

sylvania, who has made many important day, not a single tube will have been wasted. 
original observations in interferon re- Non-tipping spring-loaded racks accommodate everything from 8 mm test tubes 

search. One of his milestone contribu- to 28 mm scintillation vials to funnels feeding carboys. Racks fit in a tray that 
tions (with K. Cantell and W. Henle) was is removed in one easy movement. 
the demonstration that interferon can in- Keeping wet operations below the circuitry and using tough, inert materials 
hibit cell division, make the MultiRac safe and easy to use with all liquids, even aggressive solvents 

In Marx's first article, Edward Havell and radioactive solutions. Power interruptions are also tolerated - a memory 

and I are given credit for finding "that retains data up to 16 hours. And in the unlikely event that something should go 

the principal interferon made by leuko- wrong, a self-diagnosis function helps you locate the problem. 
cytes is not the same as the major form By the way - fraction collector, pump, column, monitor and recorder all occupy 
of interferon produced by fibroblasts." less than two square feet of bench space. 
Although Havell and I did make contri- 
butions in this area, I believe the major 
portion of work elucidating antigenic dif- 
ferences between leukocyte and fibro- 
laboratory. 
blast interferon was done in Paucker' s 
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