High,
wise and
handsome

The
MultiRac

fraction collector

LKB’s new MultiRac™ fraction collector
is a real space saver. On the opposite
page you can see that reservoir,
column, pump, monitor and recorder
all mount on it easily. And you can
keep adding decks to take as much
more equipment as you want.

The new LKB fraction collector is
bright too. It will collect from micro-
liters to liters, adjust fraction size
automatically according to OD, stop
all flow as the head traverses, and
on command will channel all void
volume to waste.

Its good looks go well beneath the
the surface: solid state electronics,
rugged materials of construction and
a clear, bright, unambiguous LED
display all make for an instrument
that’s safe, dependable and easy to use.

Contact LKB today for full details.

LKB Instruments Inc.
12221 Parklawn Drive Rockville, MD 20852
301: 881-2510 Telex: 8-9682
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rial anti-Semitism. The statement con-
tained in 9) that the number of the Jewish
papers has diminished to zero is false, as
may be seen from those data. I empha-
size that I cannot check the truthfulness
of the information in the table, since we
do not consider our authors from the
point of view of their nationality.

4) T am actually a member of the Na-
tional Committee of Soviet Mathemati-
cians, which includes 25 persons; as one
of them I really have an influence 1/25
the size of the committee.

5) The negative decision about Mar-
goulis’ participation in the International
Congress was unanimously made at a sit-
ting of the National Committee of Soviet
Mathematicians.

6) I have not been asked any questions
about Margoulis’ absence from the con-
gress, and I have not given any answers
about that subject.

7) I have not written any letters to the
socialist countries (‘‘satellites’’) con-
cerning the organization of the congress.

8) I did not invite the writer Shetsov
to speak at the Steklov Institute.

10) I never use the expression ‘‘ju-
denfrei,”” which is foreign to my native
language; nor do I use any Russian ex-
pression equivalent to that.

I consider the article in Science to be
founded on false information and to be a
personal, malicious slander against me.

L. S. PONTRYAGIN
Steklov Institute, Vavilov Street 33,
Moscow, Soviet Union

Academic Ties with the Middle East

R. Jeffrey Smith’s article on the con-
troversies over Middle East investments
in American universities (News and
Comment, 2 Feb., p. 421) has recently
come to my attention. As the article
notes, a proposed agreement between
the University of Pennsylvania and the
Arab Development Institute in Libya
was under consideration when the above
institute withdrew the proposal. It was a
controversial issue on our campus, and
opinions were divided. However, 1 wish
to state publicly my confidence in the
fairness of the review process, which
was taking place under procedures de-
veloped by our faculty, and my con-
fidence in the judgment of the members
of our faculty who were involved in the
process, both the sponsors of the pro-
posal and those who were reviewing it.
There were no improper political pres-
sures or discriminatory actions.

The University of Pennsylvania will
maintain a strong interest in the Middle

East, as in many other areas of the

world, and will welcome research and

training programs that are consistent

with its mission, standards, and policies.
VARTAN GREGORIAN

Office of the Provost,

University of Pennsylvania,

Philadelphia 19104

Nutrition Program

In a recent article, William J. Broad
(News and Comment, 8 June, p. 1060)
cites the infant nutrition program of the
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
at the Baylor College of Medicine and
that of the National Institute of Child
Health and Human Development
(NICHD) as examples of needless dupli-
cation of research and lack of coordina-
tion. Unfortunately, the article does not
acknowledge the efforts we have made
to avoid these problems.

The language of the Conference Re-
port of the House of Representatives
No. 95-1579, 18 September 1978, directs
the Children’s Nutrition Laboratory
(CNL) of USDA at Baylor ‘‘to insure
that there is close cooperation and coor-
dination”’ with NICHD. The Conference
Report further stipulates ‘‘that the US-
DA and the NIH develop appropriate in-
teragency mechanisms to insure coordi-
nation of this program’’ and that our two
agencies make the ‘‘research and pro-
gram plan of [the CNL] consistent with
the purposes of the [NICHD].”’ In order
to carry out these directives, we and our
staffs have met six times within the past
year and have established a firm working
relationship. In November 1978 we held
a series of intensive discussions with the
staff of the CNL in Houston. During
these meetings we worked out a cooper-
ative agreement among USDA, NICHD,
and the Baylor College of Medicine. This
agreement establishes an interagency ad-
visory committee for the CNL. Both of
us belong to this advisory committee,
which is designed to foster cooperation
and avoid unnecessary duplication of re-
search on infant nutrition.

In addition to this arrangement, we
agreed that both agencies must concur in
the selection of a director of the CNL.
We also agreed which areas of infant nu-
trition research each agency will empha-
size. NICHD will continue to foster re-
search on the clinical aspects of infant
nutrition, especially those relating to
prevention, diagnosis, and treatment.
The CNL will devote its research efforts
to ascertaining nutritional requirements
of normal infants and to defining stan-
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dards for nutrient intake during infancy.
The CNL will also work to develop pre-
cise methodology for such determina-
tions.

Our agencies share a keen interest in
research on lactation, human milk, and
colostrum. In fact, NICHD has con-
tracted with the Baylor College of Medi-
cine to develop procedures for the col-
lection, storage, processing, and distri-
bution of milk for clinical research.
Some of the staff of the CNL work on
this project, and the staff of the Human
Nutrition Center of USDA follow the
progress of this contract with interest.
Cooperation, not competition, best de-
scribes this venture.

We are now in the midst of planning a
conference on optimal nutrition during
pregnancy that our agencies will sponsor
jointly. We anticipate more such cooper-
ative enterprises in the near future.

NoRMAN KRETCHMER
National Institute of Child Health
and Human Development,
Bethesda, Maryland 20205

D. MARK HEGSTED

Human Nutrition Center,
Science and Education Administration,
U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Washington, D.C. 20250

Interferon

In her two articles on interferon re-
search (Research News, 15 June, p. 1183;
22 June, p. 1293), Jean L. Marx does
an admirable job summarizing the many
aspects of work in a most active field. I
realize it is impossible to mention all in-
vestigators who made significant contri-
butions. However, I would like to point
out the omission of the name of Kurt
Paucker of the Medical College of Penn-
sylvania, who has made many important
original observations in interferon re-
search. One of his milestone contribu-
tions (with K. Cantell and W. Henle) was
the demonstration that interferon can in-
hibit cell division.

In Marx’s first article, Edward Havell
and I are given credit for finding ‘‘that
the principal interferon made by leuko-
cytes is not the same as the major form
of interferon produced by fibroblasts.”
Although Havell and I did make contri-
butions in this area, I believe the major
portion of work elucidating antigenic dif-
ferences between leukocyte and fibro-
blast interferon was done in Paucker’s
laboratory.

JAN VILCEK
New York University School of
Medicine, New York 10016
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LLKB’s MultiRac" i

LKB's MultiRac fraction collector is unlike any other in versatility of function,
reliability of operation and simplicity of use.

Just push a few buttons and you can program the unit to collect in any size
vessel from test tubes to carboys — by time, drop or LKB's precise volume.
The 250 msec switch-over between tubes minimizes dribbling and a *‘stop™
feature can eliminate it entirely.

Microprocessor control conserves test tubes by diverting column void volume
to a built-in waste container. Still more tubes are conserved by varying fraction
sizes according to OD. During peak elution, small fractions are collected for
optimal resolution . .. in the valleys, tubes are filled to capacity. You can start
your run and leave for an early dinner, knowing that when you come back the next
day, not a single tube will have been wasted.

Non-tipping spring-loaded racks accommodate everything from 8 mm test tubes
to 28 mm scintillation vials to funnels feeding carboys. Racks fit in a tray that
is removed in one easy movement.

Keeping wet operations below the circuitry and using tough, inert materials
make the MultiRac safe and easy to use with all liquids, even aggressive solvents
and radioactive solutions. Power interruptions are also tolerated — a memory
retains data up to 16 hours. And in the unlikely event that something should go
wrong, a self-diagnosis function helps you locate the problem.

By the way — fraction collector, pump, column, monitor and recorder all occupy
less than two square feet of bench space.

LKB Instruments Inc.
12221 Parklawn Drive Rockville, MD 20852
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