
have happened at a fossil-fueled power 
plant, it did occur at a nuclear plant and 
therefore makes Parsons' statement, as 
it was printed, inaccurate. 

The statements concerning the poten- 
tial health impact of the Three Mile Is- 
land accident are also inaccurate. The 
potential lifetime impact of that acci- 
dent, estimated by an interagency task 
group (2), was less than two fatal can- 
cers and two nonfatal cancers to the 
entire population within 50 miles of the 
Three Mile Island site (approximately 
2,164,000 people) and not per 100,000 
individuals as Parsons and the footnote 
in Mason's article stated. 

The total number of cancer deaths that 
would be expected to occur normally 
over the lifetime of the 50-mile enclosed 
population would be approximately 
325,000. This total number is a more ap- 
propriate statistic for comparison with 
the lifetime risk of the accident than the 
annual cancer death rate (4500 cancer 
deaths per year) cited by both Parsons 
and Mason. 
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tember 1979 (at 17:15 G.M.T. no less!), I 
can only exclaim, "Wow! That's weather ...und one free, swimming turtle. 
prediction!" 

Or I might perorate with these words We test inside our baths at five different locations, and we expect 
of Thomas Hood (The Plea of Mid- to read ?0.05960C or closer at all five. 
summer Fairies, XCII): This is precision. Precision is what makes a lab scientific. That 

is why we chose itas a nameto live upto in making more constant C0 
we will not woo foul weather all too soon, lab appliances than anyone else in the world. 44 4 

Or nurse November on the lap of June. The turtle is to suggest you take your time >4 

buying a bath since you should expect itto last many 
ROBIN WILsoN years. Send for our new catalog, and you'll get a free 
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Columbus 43210 

Erratum: In the issue of 22 June, in the News and CONSTANT 0C TAKES 
Comment article, "Congress says bioassay reports 
are stalled' (p. 1288), Philippe Shubik is identified 

as the - 'former director" of the University of Ne- 

braska's Eppley Institute for Research in Cancer. PH E C ISI D II. Shubik is in fact on leave from that post until 1 July 1980. Norman Cromwell has been named acting di- rector while Shubik is on leave. Circle No. 241 on Readers' Service Card 
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