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Science serves its readers as a forum for the present Hearings have begun this month on H.R. 4572. In its present form, this 

tion and discussion of important issues related to the a- bill (designed to revise Title 44 of the U. S. Code) would place government 
vancement of science, including the presentation of mi- scientific and technical publications under the control of a politically ap- 
pority or conflicting points of view, rather than by pub- 
lishing only material on which a consensus has been pointed board. The bill should be amended to provide more safeguards for a 
reached, Accordingly, all articles published in Science- 
including editorials, news and comment, and book re- process that is essential to the free flow of information in our society. Scien- 
views-are signed and reflect the individual views of the tists and educators throughout the nation should examine this issue prompt- 
authors and not official points of view adopted by the ' and thoroughly. 
AAA5 or the institutions with which the authors are af- sy 
filiated. Title 44 of the U.S. Code places primary responsibility for developing and 

Editorial Board administering policy for the printing and distribution of all government pub- 
1979: B. PETER GEIDuscHEK, WARD GOODENOUGH, lications with the Joint Committee on Printing. The power of this statute 

N. BRUCE HANNAY, MARTIN J. KLEIN, FRANKLIN A. 
LONG, NEAL E. MILLER, JEFFREY J. WINE has, in fact, been delegated (or relegated) to the staff of the Committee. It 

1980: RICHARD E. I3ALZHISER, WALLACE S. BRoECK- 
ER, CLEMENT L. MARKERT, FRANK W. PUTNAM, BRY- also defines the mission of the Government Printing Office (GPO) as that of 
ANT W. RosSITER, VERA C. RUBIN, MAXINE F. SINGER, providing all branches of government with printing, binding, and distribu- 
PAUL E. WAGGONER, F. KARL WILLENBROCK tion services. The distribution function is managed by the office of the Su- 

Publisher perintendent of Documents, which operates 26 bookstores, a subscription 
WILLIAM D. CAREY and mail-order sales service, and a depository library and free distribution 

Editor 

PHILIP H. ABELSON program. 
Editorial Sif Despite inefficiencies, this system has worked. One reason is that the 

Managing Editor Business Manager executive agencies of government, in special situations and with Joint Coin- 
ROBERT V. ORMES HANS NUSSBAUM mittee approval, have developed their own printing and distribution mecha- 
Assistant Managing Editor Production Editor nisms to serve the needs of their own constituencies. 
JOHN E. RINGLE ELLEN B; MURPHY 
News Editor: BARBARA J. CULLITON . In hearings that were held quietly in 1978, an Ad Hoc Advisory Coin- 
News and Comment: WILLIAM J. BROAD, LUTHER . mittee reviewed the federal government's printing and distribution program. 

CARTER, CONSTANCE HOLDEN, ELIOT MARSHALL 
DEBORAH SHAPLEY, R. JEFFREY SMITH, NICHOLA The hearings and the report44 that ensued were soon followed by the in- 
WADE, JOHN WALSH. Editorial Assistant, SCHERRAINE troduction of HR. 4572 to revise Title 44. If this bill were enacted into law, 
MACK 

Research News: BEVERLY KARPLUS HARTLINE, a powerful government monopoly could control the printing and distribution 
FREDERICK F. HARTLINE, RICHARD A. KERR, GINA 
BARI KOLATA, JEAN L. MARX, THOMAS H. MAUGH , of all government and public documents. The blll would create a presiden- 
ARTHUR L. ROBINSON. Editorial Assistant, FANNIE tially appointed seven-member board of directors, who would be respon- 
GROOM 

Consulting Editor: ALLEN L. HAMMOND sible for developing and implementing a central, comprehensive, and uni- 
Associate Editors: ELEANORE BUTz, MARY DORE- fled policy for printing and distributing government publicatidns. Four vot- 

MAN, SYLVIA EBERHART, JUDITH GOTTLIEB, RUTH . printing reproduction 
KULSTAD ing members would be chosen from the and 

Assistant Editors: CAITILIN GORDON, Lois SCHMITT tries, organized labor, the library community, and the infornThtion in- 
Book Reviews: KATHERINE LIVINGSTON, Editor, dustries and three honvoting members would represent the House, the 

LINDA HEISERMAN, JANET KEGG 
Letters: CHRISTINE KARLIK 
Copy Editor: ISABELLA BOULDIN Senate, and the Office of Management and Budget. No representation from 
Production: NANCY HARTNAGEL, JOHN BAKER; YA science, education, or the humanities is suggested. The chairman of the 

LI SWIGART, HOLLY BIsHoP, ELEANOR WARNL R; 
MARY MCDANIEL, JEAN ROCKWooD, LEAH RYAN, board would have total authority to regulate the distribution of all govern- 
SHARON RYAN 

Covers, Reprints, and Permissions: GYCE FINGER ment information, whether in printed, audiovisual, or machine-readable 
Editor; CORRINE HARRIS, ,MARGARET LLOTD ' form, and to decide issues that are appealed. The board would control the 

Guide to Scientific Instruments: RICHARD SOMMER GPO through its regulations. It would appoint two general managers: a Pub- 
Assiitant to the Editors: RICHARO SEMIKLOSE 
Membership Recruitment: GWENDOLYN HUDDLE lic Printer and a Superintendent of Documents. The interests of Congress 
Member and Subscription Records: 4NN RAGLAND 

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE: 1 i5 Massacliu- Would be protected by having its printing come under the jurisdiction of the 
tts Ave., NW, Washington, D.C. 20005. Area code House Administration and Senate Rules committees. 
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Advancesci, Washington. For "Instructions for Contrib- in effect, give them control over all government publications. The National 
titors," write the editorial office or see page xi, Science, Technical Information Service of the Department of Coihmerce, which dis- 
29 June 1979. 
BUSINESS CORRESPONDENCE Area Code 202. tributes government or public technical reports and documents on a self- 
Membership and Subscriptions: 4674417. sustaining basis, would be threatened by the proposed new system. 
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