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30 May, these studies, ‘‘unprecedent-
ed in this country,” will be conducted in
cooperation with the state of Pennsylva-
nia. As explained by HEW Secretary
Joseph A. Califano, Jr., the ultimate pur-
pose of the studies is to create a data
base for a variety of future studies. The
focus of these studies is to be the rela-
tionship between health histories, such
as leukemia and birth defects, and the ir-
radiation exposure caused by the acci-
dent.

The particular point I wish to empha-
size is that the reliability of studies of the
kind mentioned requires that they in-
clude not only the details of exposure to
radiation, but also the exposures to
noxious chemical pollutants as studied
by the Food and Drug Administration.
Quite a few of them are mutagenic and/or
carcinogenic. Obviously, if any such pol-
lutants were present in the ambient air in
the localities studied, without being
monitored and without being included
in the analysis, then their health effects
would be ascribed to radiation. Hence
the sense of this letter: When studying
health effects of irradiation, include
chemical pollutants.

Another warning of a statistician is,
Beware of ‘‘spurious correlations!”” That
is, when studying populations exposed
and cases of leukemia and so forth, do
not use ‘‘rates’’; use actual numbers of
people and numbers of leukemias
counted (2).

JERZY NEYMAN
Statistical Laboratory, University of
California, Berkeley 94720

References

1. J. Neyman, Science 195, 754 (1977).

2 , in Proceedings of the Sixth Berke-
ley Symposium on Mathematical Statistics and
Probability, L. Le Cam, J. Neyman, E. L.
Scott, Eds. (Univ. of California Press, Berke-
ley, 1972), vol. 6, pp. 575-589.

‘‘Female Evanescence’’

The most puzzling aspect of ‘‘Burt’s
missing ladies’” (Letters, 8 June, p. 1035)
is that their nonexistence went unnoticed
by the relatively small and tightly knit re-
search community of which they were
ostensibly members. Surely Conway’s
colleagues in the psychology department
at University College, London, could
have been expected to comment when a
paper published from their department
was authored by someone unknown to
them.

A possible explanation for this curious
lack of response is that women scientists
are very frequently overlooked by their
colleagues, a recent case in point being
the failure to nominate Candace Pert for

a Lasker Award (/). As a psychologist of
many talents, Burt undoubtedly recog-
nized that the scientific community
would not be at all disturbed by the eva-
nescence of his female ‘‘collaborators’’
and that members of the psychology de-
partment at University College could
safely be assumed to accept Conway as
one of those invisible women to whom it
was not necessary to pay attention.
LiLLr S. HorNIG
MARTHA TOLPIN
JEANNE J. SPEIZER
Higher Education Resource Services,
Wellesley College,
Wellesley, Massachusetts 02181
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Energy: A Greater Risk?

The rather lengthy critique by Hold-
ren, Smith, and Morris (Letters, 11 May,
p. 564) of Inhaber’s article ‘‘Risk with
energy from conventional and noncon-
ventional sources’’ (23 Feb., p. 718) de-
serves comment, not so much for what it
says but for what it doesn’t say. There is
undoubtedly value in ranking compara-
tive risks of producing energy from con-
ventional and nonconventional sources,
particularly from the standpoint of de-
termining where efforts may be most
usefully directed to reduce prevailing
risk levels. However, in terms of the
magnitude of today’s energy problem
and its threat to national interests, such
assessments appear somewhat akin to
rearranging deck chairs on the Titanic as
she glides through North Atlantic wa-
ters.

With our heavy and increasing depen-
dence on foreign petroleum supplies, the
United States is in a precarious position.
As we have seen, these supplies can be
interrupted and prices can be escalated
with serious consequences. The loss of
Iranian production provides a graphic
example of the risks inherent in exces-
sive dependence on foreign energy sup-
plies. The consequences of the loss of
another several million barrels a day of
foreign oil supplies, for whatever rea-
sons one might wish to postulate, would
be far more serious. Such an event,
rather than inconveniencing drivers and
disrupting holiday and vacation plans,
could begin to undermine the fundamen-
tal stability of our economy and the well-
being of our population. Employment
levels, adequacy of fuel supplies for
home heating, and agricultural produc-
tion could each, for example, be af-
fected. These developments, in turn,



