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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR 
THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE Venus 
Science serves its readers as a forum for the presenta- 

tion and discussion of important issues related to the ad- 
vancement of science, including the presentation of ml- The earlier romantic and the newer realistic views of Venus are in sharp 
nority or conflicting points of view, rather than by pub- contrast. This difference is typical of many situations that scientists deal 
lishing only material on which a consensus has been with. They often find themselves in the position of demolishing illusions. On 
reached. Accordingly, all articles published in Science- 
including editorials, news and comment, and book re- the other hand, the objectivity of scientists is usually narrowly confined, 
views-are signed and reflect the individual views of the 
authors and not official points of view adopted by the and even in their professional activities, illusion or self-delusion often sur- 
AAA5 or the institutions with which the authors are af- face. This is especially true when the information is limited and the area of 
fihiated. 

possible speculation is large. For example, an ill-based belief in the possi- 
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N. BRUCE HANNAY, MARTIN .. KLEIN, FRANKLIN A scientists to alarm the public and force special precautions in the return of 
LONG, NEAL E. MILLER, JEFFREY J. WINE astronauts and samples from the moon. 
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ANT W. ROSSITER, VERA C. RUBIN, MAXINE F. SINGER, and the very name of the planet reflected this. Later, it became evident that 
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Venus was a body about the same size as Earth, that it had an atmosphere, 
Publisher and that it was cloud-covered. Nobel Laureate Svante Arrhenius believed 

WILLIAM 0. CAREy that the planet supported luxuriant vegetation. His views are shared by oth- 
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PHILIP H. ABELSON ers. By 1960 Earth-based astronomers had determined that the atmosphere of 

Managing Editorial Staff Business Manager Venus consisted principally of CO2 with little H20 evident. Nevertheless, 
ROBERT V. ORMES HANS NUSSBAUM confidence in the possibility of life on Venus persisted in some quarters. 
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