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LETTERS to 1100 fathoms. She was outfitted with fluE 

"apparatus" designed in some cases by 
"Reactor Captains" the hardy researchers of the oceanic W AI"IiEL.): 

areas of northern Europe: dredges, 
I wish to comment from my back- trawls, closing nets, current meters, and New Products 

ground as a member and chairman of the so forth (1). Alexander Agassiz served 

General Advisory Committee to the U.S. the institution for 10 years. and Atomic Energy Commission in the early Identifying the first American ship de- 
1960's. At that time the committee con- signed for oceanographic research is Tech n  I wri j c 
sidered the human organizational aspect complicated by the matter of defining Mm  H 
for safe operation of nuclear reactors such early research. Considerable effort 
and recommended the concept of "re- went into designing two U.S. Navy "ex -_____________________________ 
actor captains," somewhat analogous in ploring vessels" for the U.S. Exploring 
role to the captain of a ship. We were Expedition of 1838-1842, but the ships HEAL 
concerned lest reactor operations be left were found to be too slow and so did not Ifl ..i-J'E: 
in the hands of operators with insuffi- take part. In 1838 the Coast Survey J Pharmaceuticals 
cient depth of knowledge and sense of schooner Nautilus was built specifically WDia 
responsibility and that unnecessary mis- for surveying. So was the steamer Blake 
takes or Carelessness might then occur, in 1874. Surveying was one of the ocean- LIII Devices 
as apparently did at Three Mile Is- ographic arts in those days, and a great LII Other Rx and 
land. deal of significant oceanography was car- products 

The essential elements of the "reactor ned out from Blake-some of it by Alex- noriRx 
captain" concept include an appropriate ander Agassiz. In 1879 the coal-burning TOILETRIES: 

professional education providing real un- steamer Fish Hawk, complete with a hygiene 
derstanding of the complexities of a nu- floating fish hatchery, was built for the LII Oral 
clear reactor wjth government examina- U.S. Fish Commission, headed by Spen- Eli Skin care 
tions and licensing, and clearly recog- cer F. Baird. She was found quite suit- ni Hair care 
nized responsibility with the correspond- able for dredging and trawling, at least in 
ing full authority for the safe operation of coastal waters (2). LII Other toiletries, 
the reactor. This concept also implies A qualified claim can be made that Al- grooming aids 
subordinate but comparably trained and exander Agassiz was the first American 
licensed reactor officers, an accurate ship designed for oceanographic re- 
"log" of the condition and operation of search by a nongovernmental institution. 
the reactor, and so forth. However, Atlantis certainly left a greater 

I still believe that this concept is ap- legacy to American oceanography. 
propriate, indeed necessary, and urge its ELIZABETH N. SHOR Do you own a product or innovation 
renewed consideration. Scripps Institution of Oceanography, that you'd like to sell, license or other- 

KENNETH S. PITZER La Jolla, California 92093 wise make money on? 
Department of Chemistry, 
University of California, References and Notes Then you should know about this 

94720 1. W. E. Ritter, Univ. California Pubi. Zool. 9, 175 search we are conducting on behalf of Berkeley (1912), 

2. S. B, Nelson, Oceanographic Ships Fore and major marketers in the U.S., Europe 
Aft (Government Printing Office, Washington, and Japan. 
D.C., 1971), pp. 10-19. 

These marketers want new products 
Oceanographic Research: in the above categories-plus ways to 

Sailing Vessels improve existing brands. When they get 
College Entrance Standards our search report, entitled the New 

In his review (18 May, p. 753) of Susan Product Source Book, they will note 
Schlee's book On Almost Any Wind (1), City College has been defamed, this which products interest them. Then they 
Dale C. Krause says that the notable time in the editorial (p. 1199) in the will conlaci you directly to discuss 
sailing vessel Atlantis, built in 1931 for 23 March issue of Science entitled "Can license or acquisition. 
the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institu- meritocracy in academe be saved?," 
tion, was "the first American ship spe- written by John D. Palmer of the Depart- You pay us nothing, now or ever. 
cially designed for oceanographic re- ment of Zoology of the University of Participation by you is entirely free. 

(Schlee did not say that.) Massachusetts in Amherst. In the inter- Write now for official submission pro- search. cedure, plus a statement of our creden- In 1907 Alexander Agassiz was de- est of City College, and of truth, I would tials. Send nothing confidential, please. 
signed and built in San Diego "especially like to put the facts in perspective. Wait and read the procedure. (You may 
for the purposes of" the West Coast ma- Palmer states that "the once great City send issued patents, if you wish.) Don't 
rine station that was the forerunner of College of New York, which for 54 years miss out-write us now. 
Scripps Institution of Oceanography. produced more graduates who went on 
The 85-foot Agassiz was also a sailing to earn doctorates than all but one other 
vessel, with twin gasoline engines. She American college, dropped all entrance PRODUCT RESOURCES 
was built for use in the 12,000-square- standards in 1969." The first part of this INTERNATIONAL, INC. 
mile area from Point Conception to the sentence is correct. The second part is Attention: C.B. Stone 
Mexican border and seaward to about false. 90 Park Ave., N.Y., N.Y. 10016 
120 miles, which region included depths A policy of open access, long the norm Circle No. 109 on Readers' Service Card 
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concerned lest reactor operations be left were found to be too slow and so did not Ifl ..i-J'E: 
in the hands of operators with insuffi- take part. In 1838 the Coast Survey J Pharmaceuticals 
cient depth of knowledge and sense of schooner Nautilus was built specifically WDia 
responsibility and that unnecessary mis- for surveying. So was the steamer Blake 
takes or Carelessness might then occur, in 1874. Surveying was one of the ocean- LIII Devices 
as apparently did at Three Mile Is- ographic arts in those days, and a great LII Other Rx and 
land. deal of significant oceanography was car- products 

The essential elements of the "reactor ned out from Blake-some of it by Alex- noriRx 
captain" concept include an appropriate ander Agassiz. In 1879 the coal-burning TOILETRIES: 

professional education providing real un- steamer Fish Hawk, complete with a hygiene 
derstanding of the complexities of a nu- floating fish hatchery, was built for the LII Oral 
clear reactor wjth government examina- U.S. Fish Commission, headed by Spen- Eli Skin care 
tions and licensing, and clearly recog- cer F. Baird. She was found quite suit- ni Hair care 
nized responsibility with the correspond- able for dredging and trawling, at least in 
ing full authority for the safe operation of coastal waters (2). LII Other toiletries, 
the reactor. This concept also implies A qualified claim can be made that Al- grooming aids 
subordinate but comparably trained and exander Agassiz was the first American 
licensed reactor officers, an accurate ship designed for oceanographic re- 
"log" of the condition and operation of search by a nongovernmental institution. 
the reactor, and so forth. However, Atlantis certainly left a greater 

I still believe that this concept is ap- legacy to American oceanography. 
propriate, indeed necessary, and urge its ELIZABETH N. SHOR Do you own a product or innovation 
renewed consideration. Scripps Institution of Oceanography, that you'd like to sell, license or other- 

KENNETH S. PITZER La Jolla, California 92093 wise make money on? 
Department of Chemistry, 
University of California, References and Notes Then you should know about this 

94720 1. W. E. Ritter, Univ. California Pubi. Zool. 9, 175 search we are conducting on behalf of Berkeley (1912), 

2. S. B, Nelson, Oceanographic Ships Fore and major marketers in the U.S., Europe 
Aft (Government Printing Office, Washington, and Japan. 
D.C., 1971), pp. 10-19. 

These marketers want new products 
Oceanographic Research: in the above categories-plus ways to 

Sailing Vessels improve existing brands. When they get 
College Entrance Standards our search report, entitled the New 

In his review (18 May, p. 753) of Susan Product Source Book, they will note 
Schlee's book On Almost Any Wind (1), City College has been defamed, this which products interest them. Then they 
Dale C. Krause says that the notable time in the editorial (p. 1199) in the will conlaci you directly to discuss 
sailing vessel Atlantis, built in 1931 for 23 March issue of Science entitled "Can license or acquisition. 
the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institu- meritocracy in academe be saved?," 
tion, was "the first American ship spe- written by John D. Palmer of the Depart- You pay us nothing, now or ever. 
cially designed for oceanographic re- ment of Zoology of the University of Participation by you is entirely free. 

(Schlee did not say that.) Massachusetts in Amherst. In the inter- Write now for official submission pro- search. cedure, plus a statement of our creden- In 1907 Alexander Agassiz was de- est of City College, and of truth, I would tials. Send nothing confidential, please. 
signed and built in San Diego "especially like to put the facts in perspective. Wait and read the procedure. (You may 
for the purposes of" the West Coast ma- Palmer states that "the once great City send issued patents, if you wish.) Don't 
rine station that was the forerunner of College of New York, which for 54 years miss out-write us now. 
Scripps Institution of Oceanography. produced more graduates who went on 
The 85-foot Agassiz was also a sailing to earn doctorates than all but one other 
vessel, with twin gasoline engines. She American college, dropped all entrance PRODUCT RESOURCES 
was built for use in the 12,000-square- standards in 1969." The first part of this INTERNATIONAL, INC. 
mile area from Point Conception to the sentence is correct. The second part is Attention: C.B. Stone 
Mexican border and seaward to about false. 90 Park Ave., N.Y., N.Y. 10016 
120 miles, which region included depths A policy of open access, long the norm Circle No. 109 on Readers' Service Card 
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Javelin in public higher education, was adopted to include demonstrated mastery of 15 
by City University, of which City Col- identified essential competencies and an 
lege is a part, in 1970. And that policy, additional year each in science and math- iglitviewinri admission to City College and the other ematics. 
senior colleges of City University, re- When I became Superintendent of Devices 
quired students to have a high school Education in January 1976, Hawaii's 
grade average higher than 80 percent, or schools were, like others throughout the brin 
to be in the upper half of the graduating country, subject to increasing public crit- pho class; otherwise students were admitted icism for an apparent lack of standards, only to one of the community colleges of as reflected in declining standardized test 
City University. This is a far cry from scores. Explanations advanced national- out of "dropping all entrance standards." ly for the decline in test scores undoubt- 

Recent studies by the Office of Institu- edly were relevant to us, and I acknowl- the dark. tional Research at City College show edged that there may have been in- that academic exit standards at City Col- stances where students who attended 

lege have not been lowered as a result of class regularly, behaved themselves, and 
the open access policy. This conclusion appeared to be trying were passed on 
is supported by some interesting statis- frdm grade to grade and finally gradu- 
tics: (i) City College premed students ated without evidence that they had 
rank 10 percent above the national aver- really learned anything in school. To ac- 
age in acceptance to medical schools; (ii) knowledge what is, however, is not to 
City College engineering graduates enter say what should be. 
the profess ions with salaries that are well The decline in scores on the Stanford 
above the national average; (iii) 100 per- Achievement Test was halted statewide 
cent of City's Nursing School graduates last year, and gains began to appear, but 
are employed; (iv) all graduates of our this is not our main goal. Instead, we are 
School for Biomedical Education are ac- moving into a competency-based cur- 
cepted into the third year of medical riculum and developing criterion-refer- 
school after 4 years at City College- enced tests for various grade levels 

having passed Part I of the National which eventually should enable us to re- -Ii Medical Boards; and (v) City College port to the public exactly how well each graduates constitute the largest percentage student demonstrates achievement of the of architecture candidates who pass the desired objectives. No infrared to taint studies. Design and Site Planning Section of New While I take strong exception to the 
More and more, physical and York State National Licensing examina- facts presented by Palmer, I concur with 

social scientists, technical photog- tion. High school averages of entering his view that "the most important task 
raphers and others are turning to freshmen at City College have been on ahead for all educators is that of reinstat- 
Javelin Night Viewing Devices 
(NVDs) for photographing and see- the increase since 1976. And, the mean ing standards and reestablishing credi- 
ing in the dark. For those performing grade point average at City College of bility with the public," and beyond that, 
experiments, the elimination of New York declined between the years of of challenging every student to academic 
infrared light subtracts one more 1966 and 1976. It is true that substantial achievement commensurate with his or 
variable in their research data. numbers of City College's well-educated her ability. 

Javelin NVDs are presently being graduates entered the college in need of CHARLES G. CLARK 
used for emission or 'smokestack" remediation and encouragement. But Department of Education, 
research; studies of the nocturnal this is simply testimony to the fact that State of Hawaii, 
habits of mammals, reptiles and the American dream of upward mobility Honolulu 96804 
insects; and sleep patterns of 
humans. A major TV network exposed continues to be a reality at City College. 
drug use of American soldiers in ROBERT E. MARSHAK Palmer's editorial rightfully deplores 
Germany. Another network verified Office of the President, City College, the falling academic standards in Amen- 
Highway Patrol complaints of night- City University of New York, can higher education. It seems unlikely 
time driver abuses. New York 10031 that the massive forces of social egalitar- 

Whatever you're studying or ianism, which are responsible in part at 
photographing-don't be kept in the Palmer states that "The Superintend- least for this degradation, will abate in 
dark. Let a Javelin NVD open your ent of Schools for Hawaii announced the near future. However, the editorial 
eyes. A range of models is available that a diploma should be given on at- may point toward a partial solution to the 
to fit on any camera-still movie or TV. tendance-only." Nothing could be far- problem of restoring the public's con- 
For details, contact: ther from the truth. fidence in college credentials and diplo- 

The fact is that Hawaii's Department mas. Why not confer more than one kind 
of Education has taken steps to ensure of diploma: one to certify attendance, 

javelin that the high school diploma represents the others to certify academic achieve- 
electron i CS demonstrated achievement. We have 
6357 Arizona Circle veloped and adopted expectations for WILLIAM LOCKE 
Los Angeles, CA 90045 student performance from the primary Department of Internal Medicine, 
Phone (213) 641-4490 grades on through high school, and grad- Ochsner Clinic, Tulane University, 
Telex 69-8204 uation requirements have been upgraded New Orleans, Louisiana 70121 
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6-Keto-PGF1,,, 
[5,8,9,11,12,14,1 5-3H(N)] - 

MANNOSYL DONOR TO LIPID-LINKED PGI2, [9-3H(N)] - (Prostacyclin) 
OLIGOSACCHARIDE INTERMEDIATE 

Dolichyl monophosphomannose, ammonium salt, Dihydro-15-keto-PGE2,13,14-, 
[mannose-1-3H(N)- 0.2 -2.OCiImmol 
Chloroform: methanol, 2:1, in sealed ampoule, [5,6,8,11,12,14-3H(N)]- NET-617 
shipped in dry ice. PGD2, [5,6,8,9,12,14,1 5H(N)] - NET61 6 
NET-609 5iCi Thromboxane-B2, [5,6,8,9,11,12,14,15-H(N)]- 

Also available: 
GDP mannose, [mannose-14C(U)]- NEC-536 Also: PGA1, PGB1, PGE1, PGFia ,[5,63H(N)] 
GDP mannose, [mannose-1 -3H(N) - NET-558 PGA2, PGE2, PGF2a [5,6,8,9,11,12,14,1 53H(N)> 
UDP glucose, [glucose-'4C(U)]- NEC-403 PGE1, PGE2, PGFia, PGFga,[114Ck 
UDP glucose, [glucose-i -3H] - NET-384 PGFga ,[93H(N)> 
Not for use in humans or clinical diagnosis. 

New England Nuclear New England Nuclear 
 549 Albany Street, Boston, Mass. 02118 ? 549 Albany Street, Boston, Mass 02118 

Call toll-tree: 800-225-1572 call toll -tree 800-225-1572 
(In Massachusetts and international: 6174829595) (In Massachusetts and International: 617-482-9595) 

NEN chemicals GmbH, Dreleich, w. Germany: NEN Canada Ltd., Lachine, Guebec NEN Chemicals GmbH, Dreieich, w. Germany: NEN Canada Ltd., Lachine, Guebec 
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P OLARIZIN The point of my editorial was that side political pressures. A very informa- 
educators are not doing their jobs prop- tive and telling account of this era, enti- 
erly and that the pubhc ts fully aware of tled "How to kill a college" (1), was 

Serie8 600 their shortcomings. In attempting to written by Theodore L. Gross, City Col- 
Answers today's make this point I cited some examples. lege's dean of humanities. 
budget needs - " two of which precipitated the above Superintendent Clark's "rebuttal" 

comments. Note that neither of the "re- leads the reader away from my claim; he 
buttals" focuses on my issue; they are, focuses mainly on the improved student 
instead, mainly defenses of a college, performance in Hawaii. This change 
and a school system and its superintend- is laudable. I am also pleased by the 

I ent. This being the case, the present dis- comments in his last paragraph because, cussion is somewhat unfortunate since it unless the press previously misquoted 
 may tend to divert attention away from him, his educational philosophy has im- 

the important point of my editorial, proved too. The following is a direct 
City College President Marshak argues quote from a United Press International 

that the entrance standards were not story entitled "School chief OKs illiter- 
dropped as far as I indicated, and that ates" (3): 
the exit standards were not lowered at 
all. I hope the latter is true, but I wonder Charles G. Clark, Hawaii's new school su- 
if it could have been in a place where pol- perintendent, contends students who cannot read should be awarded high school diplomas 
itics so clearly dictated educational pot- anyway. 
icy. The "open access" standards out- Clark says a diploma should be based on at- 
lined above by Marshak do not sound tendance and not on academic achievement. 
too bad but, in fact, the quality of the He says some students "will never team to read in spite of everything that has been done new entering freshman class was but a for them" and they should not be "punished" 

____________________________________ scrim of previous ones. The precipitous for their failures. 

For education and routine/research applications in decline resulted from two causes: (i) 
chemical microscopy, mineralogy, petrography, some students who did not meet the new But all of the above is just a digression 
crystallography, requirement were admitted anyway (1) from the point of my original editorial. I 
 HACKER Box 657, Fairfield, and (ii) the New York high school sys- chose to mention City College's drop in 

INSTRUMENTS New Jersey oooe tem graduates many illiterate students. standards, its subsequent ascent to 
INC. (201) 226-8450 The, following summary of some of the eighth-grade entrance requirements, and 

Circle No. 107 on Readers' Service Card changes that occurred will give a flavor Clark's educational philosophy simply 
of what the first few years under the new because they are blatant contradictions 

Did you miss the AAAS entrance standard were like, of the ideals of our profession. Actions 
Annual Meeting in 1976, The English Department had to hire 21 and attitudes like these are all too com- 
1977, 1978 or 1979? additional full-time faculty to teach basic mon in modern education and are widely 

writing (in fact, 70 percent of the teach- reported by the press. The result is ajus- 
ing effort of the department had to be di- tifled disillusionment in us by the public. 
rected toward the teaching of fundamen- While touting our accomplishments-as 

iNSTANT REPLAY tal writing), nearly 90 percent of City Marshak and Clark do above-may be College's first-year students took some one way to help return the respect we 
form of remedial instruction (1), and the have lost, it is a far cry from remediation City University of New York (CUNY) that our profession now requires. And 

system as a whole had to spend an addi- that was the thrust of my original mes- 
You can make up for lost tional $30 million on remediation (2). sage: Let us return integrity to pedagogy, 
opportunities by listening Over the next 6 years, the CUNY budget meritocracy to academe, and thus again 
to the sessions on high- jumped 55 percent, to a total of $585 mil- produce educated men and women. 
quality cassette tapes. lion in 1975, and this increase appears to JOHN D. PALMER have been stimulus for the establishment Department of Zoology, 

of a new, tougher entrance standard: University of Massachusetts, 
You can share the information now an "eighth-grade level in both read- Amherst 01003 
of AAAS meetings with others ing and math" would be required for en- 
or review it yourself. trance (2). Many of the better students References 

and faculty left City College. Thus one of 1. T. L. Gross, Sat. Rev., 4 February 1978, p. 12. 
2. Time 106, 40 (29 December 1975). the best colleges in the country had been 3. Cape Cod Standard-Times, 28 May 1976. 

converted into an illusory, surrogate ele- Errata: In the issue of 13 April, in the News and 
mentary school. Clearly, the 1970 en- Comment article, "Low-level radiation: A high-level 

Write to Eastern Audio and ask trance standards were far lower than concern" (p. 155), Health Physics was incorrectly referred to as the Journal of Health Physics. It was for a complete list of AAAS Marshak admits above; and I suggest it also stated that Oak Ridge Associated Universities 
tapes and prices. was not I who "defamed" City College uss Oak Ridge National Laboratory. In fact, the 

a oratory is run by the Union Carbide Corporation. 
AAAS Cassettes and its parent system, it was their Board In that same issue, in the Research News article, "Low-level radiation: Just how bad is it?" (p. 160), 
do Eastern Audio Associates of Education, the administration, and the the name of the American Journal of Public Health 
9505 Berger Road others who lacked a sufficient conviction was transmogrified to the American Journal of Health Physics the second time the journal was men- Columbia, MD 21046 to academic excellence to withstand out- tioned. 
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Laboratory assignments it's a development so revolu- optics bring to Nikon resolving 
 /k' demand a great deal of a tionary that it represents far power closely approaching 

microscope in terms of more than a refinement. It theoretical limits. 

performance. It must operate stands as nothing less than an Critical laboratory work 
quickly and conveniently, yet entirely new standard of light demands the ultimate. Nikon. 
consistently deliver accurate microscope performance. A The difference between seeing 
images for interpretation, standard against which all and not seeing. Knowing and 
Developing the technology to others will be measured. not knowing. 
achieve these seemingly To achieve this dramatic For further information on the 
exclusive goals is Nikon's breakthrough, Nikon entire line of Nikon instruments for 

combined a new the laboratory, contact: Nikon 
concern, engineers Incorporated. Instrument Division. 

Now, with a single extra-low dispersion glass with Ehrenreich Photo-Optical Industries 

stunning innovation, Nikon an ingenious concept in Inc. * 623 Stewart Avenue, Garden 
has produced an unprece- optical design to virtually city'. NY 11530. (516) 222-0200. 
dented advance in microscope eliminate chromatic aberration. Look to Nikeiw 
technology. Called CF optics, The Nikon CF system delivers __ z?7)fJ  

unparalleled resolution, color Blicken Sie auf Nikon 
fidelity, flatness of field and 
image brightness. In fact, CF 

IN THE LABORATOR'i 
LOOK To NIKON. 

I LABOPHOT MICROSCOPE II OPTIPHOT MICROSCOPE lV BEOPHOT MICROSCOPE 
EQUIPPED FOR EPI-FLUORES- EQUIPPED FOR PHASE WITH HFM MICROFLEX - 

CENCE - High performance CF CONTRAST - Revolutionary CF Perhaps the most advanced 
optics for unmatched color fidelity optics provide superlative images microscope/camera system available 
and contrast, even at the periphery over the entire range of IX to I OCX. today Flawless images via the CF 
Shown here with the Nikon In addition to the phase contrast optical system are captured by the 
epi-fluorescence illuminator for attachment shown, the microscope automatic exposure control of the 
clinical as well as research fluores- may be used for differential HFM. Push button selectable, built-in 
cence applications. Available with interference contrast, incident filters and a 100 watt halogen 
high performance tungsten halogen fluorescence, dual viewing, ultra illuminator are standard. 
or mercury vapor light source. wide field and photomicrography 

Ili SC MICROSCOPE - A 
rugged, yet sophisticated microscope 
that's ideal for student use. New 
optical design with a field-flattening 
system provides higher contrast 
images with superior resolution. 
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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOk Exchanges 
THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE Social Science with China 
Science serves its readers as a forum for the presenta- Ten Chinese social scientists who recently toured the United States re- 

tion and discussion of important issues related to the ad- 
vancement of science, including the presentation of mi- ceived unparalleled and enthusiastic attention from the social science corn- 
nority or conflicting points of View, rather than by pub- munity. Hundreds of distinguished social scientists disrupted their teaching 
lishing only material on which a consensus has been 
reached. Accordingly, all articles phhlished in Science - and research schedules to meet with this delegation, eagerly attending Na- 
including editorials, news and comment, and book re- tional Academy programs, presenting briefings at the Social Science Re- 
views-are signed and reflect the individual views of the 
authors and not official points of view adopted by the search Council, and participating in carefully designed programs describing 
AAAS or the institutions with which the authors are af- the substance and the institutions of the social sciences at leading research 
filiated. 

Editorial Board universities and institutes around the coUntry. Foundations, universities, 
1979: B. PETER GEIDUscHEK, WARD GOODENOUGH, and research councils picked up the heavy tab for a month of seminars, 

N. BRuCE HANNAY, MARTIN J. KLEIN, FRANKLIN A. lectures, tours, receptions, and dinners. 
LONG, NEAL E. MILLER, JEFFREY J. WINE 

1980: RICHARD B. BALZHI5ER, WALLACE s. BROECK- Why this attention, this enthusiasm, this expenditure? To be sure, the 
ER, CLEMENT L. MARKERT, FRANK W. PUTNAM, BRY- Chinese guests are distinguished scholars, representative of the best talent 
ANT W. ROSsITER, VERA C. ROBIN, MAXINE F. SINGER, 
PAUL E. WAGGONER, F. KARL WILLENBROCK of the new Chinese Academy of the Social Sciences. They were also 

Publisher charming and intelligent. But the level of attention and investment in this 
WILLIAM D. CAREY delegation is exceptional for any group, let alone for ten men who have 

Editor been isolated from developments in Western social sciences for some 30 
PHILIP H. ABELSON years. To explain this attention, we must look beyond the delegation itself 

Editorial Staff to ask what the visit signifies for the future enrichment of the social sciences. 
Managing Editor Business Manager A comparison with natural science is instructive. Massachusetts InstitUte 
ROBERT V. ORMEs HANS NUssBAUM 
Assistant Managing Editor Production Editor of Technology Provost Walter Rosenblith, discussing exchanges with China 
JOHN B. RINGLE ELLEN E. MURPHY at the recent annual meeting of the American Council of Learned Societies, 
News Editor: BARBARA J. CULLITON 
News and Comment: WiLLIAM J. BROAD, LUTHER .. observed that the laws of nature are invariant across jurisdictional and geo- 

CARTER, CONSTANCE HOLDEN, ELIOT MARSHALL, graphic boundaries. Scholarly exchange with China will encourage an inter- 
DEBORAH SHAPLEY, R. JEFFREY SMITH, NICHOLAS 
WADE, JOHN WALSH. Editorial Assistant, SCHERRAINE national partnership in the natural sciences. Physicists, biologists, and 
MACK mathematicians will journey to China as the quality of science there allows 

Research News: BEVERLY KARPLUS HARTLINE, 
FREDERICK F. HARTLINE, RICHARD A. KERR, GINA for mutual learning. Or perhaps they will go as missionaries, transferring 
BARI KOLATA, JEAN L. MARX, THOMAS H. MAUGH  science and technology from centers of knowledge to less developed areas. 
ARTHUR L. ROBINSON. Editorial Assistant. FANNIE 
GROOM The social sciences start from a very different perspective. The laws of 

Consulting Editor: ALLEN L. HAMMOND 
Associate Editors: ELEANORE BUTZ, MARY DORE- economics, social structure, political process, and human psychology are 

MAN, SYLVIA EBERHART, JUDITH GOTTLIEII, RUTH not invariant across national boundaries. In the social sciences and humani- 
KULSTAD 

Assistant Editors: CAITILIN GORDON, Lois SCHMITT, ties we accept the profound importance of cultural, historical, and national 
DIANE TURKIN differences. Social science findings in one society are tested against the ex- 

Book Reviews: KATHERIN LIVINGSTON, Editor; perience of other societies. Variation through time and across cultures is 
LINDA HEISERMAN, JANET KEGG 

Letters: CHRISTiNL KARLIK 
Copy Editor: ISABELLA BOULDIN turned to scientific advantage. 
Production: NANCY HARTNAGEL, JOHN BAKER; YA China's significance for the future of social science is clear. China has a 

Li SWIGART, HOLLY BISHOP, ELEANOR WARNER; JEAN quarter of the world's population. Isolation from the history and contempo- 
RocKwooo, LEAH RYAN, SHARON RYAN 

Covers, Reprints, and Permissions: GRAYCE FINGER, rary development of this rich, diversified civilization cripples the social sci- 
Editor; CORRINE HARRIS, MARGARET LLOYD 

Guide to Scientific Instruments: RICHARD SOMMER ences. An inaccessible China can only stUfit inquiries into such topics as the 
Assistant to the Editors: RICHARD SEMiKLOSE decline of bureaucratic empires, the anatomy of peasant revolutions, the 
Membership Recruitment: GWENDOLYN HUDDLE 
Member and Subscription Records: ANN RAGLAND decision-making processes in centrally planned economies, and the collec- 

EDItORIAL CORRESPONDENCE: 1515 Massachu- tivization of rural societies. Even the emerging field of policy sciences has 
setts Ave., NW, Washington, D.C. 20005. Area code 
202. General EditorialOffice, 467-4350; Book Reviews, something to learn from China, for China has embarked on history's most 
467-4367; Guide to Scientific Instruments, 467-4480; ambitious experiment in the deliberate application of social and economic 
News and Comment, 467-4430; Reprints and Per- 
missions, 467-4483; kesearch News, 467-4321. Cable: theory and systematic research to strategies for national development. 
Advancesci, Washington. For "Instructions for Contrib- 
utors, write the editorial office or see page xi, Science, History, anthropology, economics, and sociology-just as physics, biol- 
30 March 1979. ogy, and mathematics-can proceed on their scholarly courses without 
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Membership and Subscriptions: 467-4417. 
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