News from Interciencia Association

Interciencia Association (IA) will
sponsor a 3-day symposium ‘‘Forestry
Resources and Development in the
Americas,”” 15-17 October 1979 in San
Jose, Costa Rica. Cosponsors are the
National Council of Scientific and Tech-
nological Research of Costa Rica
(CONICIT) and the Association of the
Scientific, Technological, and Engineer-
ing Community of Canada (SCITEC).

The meeting, which is expected to bring
together between 40 to 60 scientists,
professional foresters, and other experts
from countries in Latin America, the
Caribbean, and North America, will be
the ninth IA-sponsored symposium since
1976.

Among the concerns the meeting may
address are the progressive disappear-
ance of forests in tropical America, the
firewood crisis, the spiraling increase in
products and services derived from for-
ested areas and the competing demands
for them, and the choice of technologies,
policies, and management systems in
forestry.

Additional organizations which may
cooperate in the symposium are the In-

AAAS Travelers

AAAS is invited to send one rep-
resentative to the 35th Annual Ses-
sion of the Sri Lanka Association
for the Advancement of Science, to
be held in Colombo, 15-19 December
1979. The theme of the meeting will
be ‘‘Planning for Health.”” The
AAAS representative is invited to
give both a specialized lecture and a
popular lecture.

AAAS members who plan to be
traveling in the area at that time and/
or who know of colleagues on sab-
batical in the region who might be
able to attend should contact Denise
Weiner, Office of International Sci-
ence, at the AAAS address.
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ternational  Development Research
Centre (IDRC), the Tropical Agronomy
Center for Research and Teaching
(CATIE), the Inter-American Institute of
Agricultural Sciences (IICA), and the
Organization for Tropical Studies, Inc.
(OTS). Technical coordinators are Ge-
rardo Budowski of CATIE, Turrialba,
Costa Rica (for Latin America), and Jack
Hodgins, vice president for research and
environmental technology, Domtar,
Inc., Senneville, Quebec, Canada (for
North America).

For further details on the content of
the symposium, write to either of the
technical coordinators; for other infor-
mation, write to the executive secretary,
Interciencia Association, at the AAAS
address.

IA, the federation of associations for
the advancement of science in the Amer-
icas, was founded in 1974 in Recife, Bra-
zil, and chartered in 1975 in Caracas,
Venezuela. In addition to AAAS, con-
stituent members include scientific or-
ganizations of Brazil, Canada, Colom-
bia, Costa Rica, Mexico, and Venezuela.
At its next annual meeting, 1A is ex-
pected to admit the Association of Ja-
maican Scientists to membership, fol-
lowing a recommendation from an exec-
utive meeting that was held in Miami
last March.

The organizing of international sym-
posia on science and technology for de-
velopment, along with publication of the
journal Interciencia, and the encourage-
ment of new associations for the ad-
vancement of science, are among the
principal activities of TA.

Tentative topics of future IA symposia
are ‘“New and Underutilized Biological
Resources in the Americas,”” ‘‘Environ-
mental Problems of Development in Lat-
in America,”’ ‘‘Population and Health in
Development,’’ and ‘‘Encouraging Crea-
tivity through Science Teaching.”

JAMES W. ROWE

Western Hemisphere
Cooperation Project,

Office of International Science

Janet Brown

Leaves AAAS

Janet Welsh Brown, head of the Office
of Opportunities in Science at AAAS for
7 years, left the Association on 1 April to
become executive director of the Envi-
ronmental Defense Fund. The Office’s
first director, Brown came to be synony-
mous with increased opportunities in sci-
ence for women, minorities, and the
handicapped, and her leadership pro-
duced dramatic and visible changes in
access to science for those groups.

Under Brown’s direction the Office of
Opportunities in Science called attention
to traditionally excluded constituencies
—the handicapped, Native Americans,
and Puerto Ricans. With encouragement
from the Office, these constituencies
have developed projects, associations,
societies, and programs themselves.

Brown’s influence is especially visible
in the federal science agencies, in the
foundations, and in the many profession-
al associations she and her staff worked
with over the years. Many of those
agencies and organizations now have
staff members or programs directly at-
tributable to the AAAS Office of Oppor-
tunities in Science and to Janet Brown.
The presence of larger and larger num-
bers of women, minorities, and the hand-
icapped at annual meetings, special con-
ferences, and committees, and on staffs
in the science community is both a re-
flection of Brown’s work and the
AAAS’s serious commitment to that
work.

On 29 March, AAAS and the Federa-
tion of Organizations for Professional
Women gave a reception honoring Janet
Brown and wishing her well. Colleagues
from the National Science Foundation,
the National Institutes of Health, the As-
sociation for Women in Science, the So-
ciety for the Advancement of Chicanos
and Native Americans in Science, the
Foundation for Science and the Handi-
capped, and the National Minority
Women Scientists’ Network gathered to
express their personal thanks and to un-
derline their ongoing interest in what the
Office of Opportunities in Science has
accomplished. )

As executive director of the Environ-

(Continued on page 532)
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mental Defense Fund, Brown’s work in

the science community will continue,

though in a different area, but the work

of the Office of Opportunities in Science

will stand as an ongoing tribute to its first
leader.

RAYNA GREEN

Director, Project on Native

Americans in Science

(Rayna Green has been appointed acting
head of the Office while a search for
Brown’s replacement is under way.)

PSA to Meet
in the Soviet Union

The 14th congress of the Pacific Sci-
ence Association (PSA) will be held 20
August-5 September 1979 at Kha-
barovsk, hosted by the Academy of Sci-
ences of the U.S.S.R. The central theme
of the meeting will be ‘‘Natural Re-
sources of the Pacific Ocean,”” with em-
phasis on the ecosystems of Pacific is-
lands, marine resources, and solid earth
sciences. Some 40 symposia in 14 sub-
ject areas are planned, together with
more than a dozen scientific tours (op-
tional) in areas ranging from 450 to 2500
kilometers from Khabarovsk and provid-
ing access to varying ecosystems and
geological formations.

Scientific organizations from 45 coun-
tries are members of PSA, including the
U.S. National Academy of Sciences.
The AAAS is an associate member of
PSA and has been represented on occa-
sion at previous congresses, which have
been held since 1920. Information on the
1979 meeting can be obtained from the
secretary-general of PSA, Brenda Bish-
op, PSA, P.O. Box 17801, Honolulu, Ha-
waii 96817. Scientists who are already
planning to attend are also requested to
inform Ms. Bishop of their plans, in or-
der to expedite coordination.

PRC Visits AAAS

Another step in forming a closer rela-
tionship between the AAAS and the
People’s Republic of China (PRC) will be
taken later this month when a delegation
from the PRC visits the United States as
guests of the AAAS. The group will ar-
rive in Washington, D.C., on 12 May.

The Chinese are returning the visit
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made by the AAAS Board of Directors
to the PRC last fall. While in China, the
AAAS board was hosted by the Scien-
tific and Technical Association of the
People’s Republic of China (STAPRC)
(see Science, 9 February 1979).

Approximately 20 Chinese scientists
and science policy-makers will visit the
United States under the auspices of the
STAPRC. Their special interests will in-
clude electronics, biochemistry, agricul-
ture, medicine, and the ‘‘popular-
ization’’ of science. In addition to Wash-
ington, D.C., the group will visit Phila-
delphia, Princeton, New York, Boston,
Chicago, Seattle, San Francisco, and
Los Angeles. They will depart from
Honolulu on 4 June.

The purpose of the visit is to further
facilitate scientific and technical cooper-
ation between the United States and the
PRC and to promote cooperation be-
tween the AAAS and the STAPRC.

The itinerary for the Chinese visit is
being developed by the AAAS Executive
Office.

African Philosophers
Meet in Benin

The largest single gathering in history
of African philosophers was held in Co-
tonou, Republic of Benin, 18-23 Decem-
ber 1978. Approximately two-thirds of
all African universities having depart-
ments of philosophy were represented.

The theme for the conference was
“‘Philosophy and the Development of the
Sciences in Africa.”” Presentations were
divided into three areas (i) the teaching
of philosophy, (i) social and political
philosophy, and (iii) the philosophy of
science.

Leonard Harris of the department of
philosophy, University of the District of
Columbia, was the only American in-
vited to the conference. He attended as a
representative of the AAAS and the
Committee on Black Philosophy of the
American Philosophical Association.
Harris was appointed chairman of the so-
cial and political philosophy committee
at the conference.

For more information about the ac-
tivities and publications described in
AAAS News, write to the appropriate
office, AAAS, 1776 Massachusetts
Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C.
20036, unless otherwise indicated.
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Physiology of Reproduction and Artificial In-
semination of Cattle. G. W. Salisbury, N. L.
Van Demark, and J. R. Lodge. Freeman, San
Francisco, ed. 2, 1978. xviii, 798 pp., illus.
$29.50. A Series of Books in Animal Science.

Planetary Encounters. Robert M. Powers.
Original drawings by Helen Zane Jensen.
Stackpole Books, Harrisburg, Pa., 1978. 288
pp. + plates. $13.95.

Sea Floor Development. Moving into Deep
Water. Papers from a meeting. June 1977. The
Royal Society, London, 1978. vi, 190 pp., il-
lus. + plates. £15.45. First published in Philo-
sophical Transactions of the Royal Society of
London, series A, vol. 290.

Selected Topics of the Theory of Chemical
Elementary Processes. E. E. Nikitin and L.
Ziilicke. Springer-Verlag, New York, 1978. x,
176 pp., illus. Paper, $8.90. Lecture Notes in
Chemistry, vol. 8.

The Sense of Touch. E. H. Weber. De Tactu
translated by H. E. Ross. Det Tastsinn trans-
lated by D. J. Murray. Published for Experi-
mental Psychology Society by Academic
Press, New York, 1978. x, 278 pp. $15.25.

Serotonin in Health and Disease. Walter B.
Essman, Ed. SP Medical and Scientific Books
(Spectrum), New York, 1978. Vol. 1, Avail-
ability, Localization and Disposition. xx, 410
pp., illus. $37.50. Vol. 3, The Central Ner-
vous System. xxiv, 460 pp., illus. $37.50.

Stars and Nebulas. William J. Kaufmann,
II1. Freman, San Francisco, 1978. x, 204 pp.,
illus. + plates. Cloth, $13; paper, $7.

Statistical Studies of Historical Social Struc-
ture. Kenneth W. Wachter with Eugene A.
Hammel and Peter Laslett. Academic Press,
New York, 1978. xxiv, 230 pp. $17.50.

Status Asthmaticus. Proceedings of a sym-
posium, Boston, June 1977. Earle B. Weiss,
Ed. University Park Press, Baltimore, 1978.
xiv, 408 pp., illus. $24.50.

The Strategic Role of Perigean Spring Tides
in Nautical History and North American Coast-
al Flooding, 1635-1976. Fergus J. Wood. Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, Washington, D.C., 1978 (available from
the Superintendent of Documents, Washing-
ton, D.C.). xxxii, 538 pp., illus. $10.75. Stock
No. 003-017-00420-1.

Strategies in Cold. Natural Torpidity and
Thermogenesis. Papers from a symposium,
Jasper Park Lodge, Alberta, Canada, Oct.
1977. Lawrence C. H. Wang and Jack W.
Hudson, Eds. Academic Press, New York,
1978. xiv, 716 pp., illus. $33.

Stress Analysis of Pressurized Water Reactor
Steam Generator Tube Denting Phenomena.
Prepared by Failure Analysis Associates.
Electric Power Research Institute, Palo Alto,
Calif., 1978. Variously paged, illus. Paper,
$5.25. EPRI NP-828.

The Structure of Planets. G. H. A. Cole.
Wykeham, London, and Crane, Russak, New
York, 1978. viii, 234 pp., illus. $19.50. The
Wykeham Science Series.

The Study of Landforms. A Textbook of
Geomorphology. R. J. Small. Cambridge Uni-
versity Press, New York, ed. 2, 1978. x, 502
pp., illus. Cloth, $34.50; paper, $13.95.

Thermoelectricity in Metallic Conductors.
Proceedings of a conference, East Lansing,
Mich., Aug. 1977. Frank J. Blatt and Peter J.
Blatt and Peter A. Schroeder, Eds. Plenum,
New York, 1978. x, 422 pp., illus. $42.50.
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