
Gydrgyi's theory] in the scientific litera- American preeminence in science has 
ture other than one or two papers in the historically been based on the willing- Javelin Proceedings of the National Academy of ness of past researchers to take imagina- 
Sciences." Some 30 years ago Szent- tive leaps. Today, support for this kind Viewina iglit  Gydrgyi published in Nature his pre- of thinking is extraordinarily difficult to 
diction that proteins are semiconductors come by, even for persons with strong D evices (I). Since then, a number of papers reputations (witness Linus Pauling and 
published in scientific journals indicate Albert Szent-Gyorgyi). For those with brin that charge transfer reactions occur in - equally fertile imaginations but of less re- 

biological systems. Semiconductor prop- pute, the truly creative art of scientific 

pho ographs erties have been demonstrated for colla- research is an unreachable dream. Fed- 
gen (2), deoxyribonucleic acid (3), and eral funding agencies would do well to out of certain metalloproteins (4). Bone and mark out a portion of their budgets spe- tendon have been shown to exhibit pho- cifically for the researching of a few wild 

toconductivity, reflecting their electron- ideas. Otherwise, we may find ourselves 
the dark. ic properties (5). Moreover, amide bond, lagging progressively farther 

the backbone of proteins, is a transmitter those places "further East" which Hold- 
of electronic effect (6). Finally, most en says are more in sympathy with fan- 
biopolymers, including proteins, nucleic tastic ideas. 
acids, and mucopolysaccharides, are THorvIAs M. VoGT 
capable of mechanoelectrical transduc- Health Services Research Center, 
tion (piezoelectricity) (7). Kaiser Foundation Hospitals, 

In view of these facts indicating the Portland, Oregon 97266 
potential importance of bioelectricity for 
controlling the growth of cells, to state 
that " . . . there are no data indicating 
that it [Szent-GySrgyi's theory] might Cancer Incidence 
have validity" seems difficult to justify. 
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St. Elizabeth's Hospital, on cancer policy (News and Comment, 9 
Tufts University School of Medicine, Feb., p. 525), misses an important 
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habits of mammals, reptiles and aside a statement of much that is wrong exposure per car filling remains the 
insects; and sleep patterns of with American science. She says, same, so will the total exposure-it is 
humans. A major TV network exposed "scientists connected with the NFCR merely spread over more persons. There 
drug use of American soldiers in [National Foundation for Cancer Re- will be fewer cancers among the attend- 
Germany. Another network verified search] agree with others that this is ants but more among the customers. The 
Highway Patrol complaints of night- not a theory that is exactly ripe for gov- decrease in one will be matched by an 
time driver abuses. eminent support. It is exceedingly un- increase in the other to within statisti- 
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photographing-don't be kept in the conventional, a leap into the unknown." cal error. 
dark. Let a Javelin NVD open your I could not disagree with these senti- If, as some people believe, there is a 
eyes. A range of models is available ments more strongly. Great discoveries threshold exposure below which no can- 
to fit on any camera-still,movie or TV. in all fields from the sciences to the hu- cer appears, then the customer may get 

inanities have nearly always been the re- no cancers at all, and the total number of 
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