
esis can lead to a rational appreciation of The report suffers from a number of 
the effects of low levels of specific chem- other shortcomings. First, the task force 
ical carcinogens, states that its evaluation has "clearly 

D. B. CLAYSON shown that [the chimpanzee] is absolute- r repared 

Office of the Deputy Director, ly essential for research on several im- by 
Eppley Inst it uteforResearch in portant human diseases." While it is true 
Cancer, University of Nehraska that the chimpanzee is an important re- electrolocusing 
Medical Center, Omaha 68105 search model in some areas, the report 

does not substantiate the above quota- for 
tion. In addition, the task force does 
little to demonstrate concern for con- electrofocusing 

Chimpanzee Task Force Report servation issues and does not emphasize 
the need to develop other research mod- 

The Interagency Primate Steering els that might eliminate the demand for 
Committee (IPSC) of the National Insti- chimpanzees in particular fields. For ex- 
tutes of Health has recently published a ample, there may well be other satisfac- 
report (1) on the current and future needs tory models in hepatitis research. 
for chimpanzees in biomedical programs Second, the task force does not ade- 
in the United States. The report contains quately consider the implications of its 
a number of errors, which is surprising projected demand of 300 to 350 chim- 
when one considers the source of the pauzees per year. Current U.S. breeding 
publication and the expertise represent- programs produce only about 40 to 50 A 
ed by the many primatologists consulted. animals a year (the major chimpanzee r Oarose le 
In addition, there are apparently no de- facilities contain about 750 animals al- U 

tailed position papers supporting the together), leaving an annual import 4 S."'.' 
statements and claims made in the report demand of 250 to 300 animals. In the 4444 

that are available for public scrutiny. It is  years up to 1977, the West African 
therefore impossible to check the source dealers were exporting between 200 and 
of and justification for some of the ques- 250 animals every year to the whole 
tionable statements. world (not just the United States) (3). Ampholine? carrier ampholytes 

The report states that 200 chim- Because of increased restrictions on this are prepared by electrofocusing a 
panzees are currently being used in tox- trade as a result of the threat posed to range of polyamino-polycarboxylic 
icology and pharmacology programs and wild chimpanzee populations, the num- acids into nine narrow, specific pH 
that future demands will require about bers exported have fallen considerably in fractions. Is there any better way to 
100 animals per year. However, there the last year or two, and apparently the prepare materials used in a biochemical technique than by the 
are few, if any, good reasons for using main traders have now stopped operations very technique itself? We know of 
chimpanzees in terminal toxicological altogether. Presumably, some attempt none. 
studies. It is also stated that 150 animals may be made to tap the Central African Are you also aware that Am- 
are currently being used in the field chimpanzee population, but this is likely pholine carrier ampholytes have 
of hematology, immunology, and immu- to run into the same problems that have the sharpest and lowest MW range 
nogenetics and that approximately 50 developed in the West African trade. of any ampholytes on the market? 
additional animals will be required Third, the bibliography is most unsat- And that only LKB's ampholytes 
every year. However, the World Health isfactory. Only a few references are pro- have been shown to be easily sepa- 
Organization Collaborating Center on vided, many of which are not particular- rated from proteins with no ar- 
Hematology in Primate Animals esti- ly current. Fourth, the report should tifactual binding? For the highest 
mates that the actual figures are consid- have considered some of the ethical as- resolution, for the highest reliabil- 
erably lower than this (2). This raises the pects of chimpanzee use and caging. ity, you can put your trust in 
possibility that some of the other figures The IPSC has the prestige of the Na- Ampholine ampholytes. Contact LKB today for full in- 
in the report are also inflated. Certainly tional Institutes of Health backing its formation on Ampholine solutions. 
the draft of the National Primate Plan publications, but that is no excuse for the Ask, too, about IEF workshops, 
published in 1977 gave a much lower production of this document. The chim- seminars and a free subscription to 
estimate than the task-force report for panzee, and those who are concerned Acta Ampholinae, a bibliography 
the total number of chimpanzees cur- about its use in biomedical laboratories, of over 2000 papers on IEF using 
rently being used in research and testing. deserve detailed arguments and justifica- Ampholine carrier ampholytes. 
It is estimated in the section on "Other tions as to why this animal in particular 
research areas" that about 80 animals a is required for specific research needs. New: agarose for elect rofocusing! 
year will be required, including ten for A. N. ROWAN 
molecular biology projects. Presumably, Inst itute for the Study of Animal 
the animals for this program will be Prohlems, 2100 L Street, NW, 
passed on from other research projects Washington, D.C. 20037 
involving necropsies, since it is incon- Rererences LKB Instruments Inc. 
ceivable that these animals will be killed 12221 Parkiawn Drive Rockyille, MD 20852 1. Report of the Task Force on the Use of and (or maintained) solely as a source of Need for Chimpanzees, (National Institutes of 301: 881-2510 
material for studies on the molecular bi- 2. Health, washington, D.C., 1978). Circle No. 362 on Readers' Service Card J. Moor-Janowski, personal communication. 
ology of chimpanzee macromolecules. 3. IPPL Newsl. 5 (No. 3), 15 (1978). 18A.303 
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