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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR 
THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE FITC: Something New or More of the Same? 
Science serves its readers as a forum for the presenta- 

tion and discussion of important issues related to the ad- 
vancement of science, including the presentation of mi- On 29 March 1978 President Carter announced his Administration's plan 
nority or conflicting points of view, rather than by pub- to create a Foundation for International Technological Cooperation (FITC). 
lishing only material on which a consensus has be en The proposed foundation will be considered in this session of Congress and 
reached. Accordingly, all articles published in Science 
including editorials, news and comment, and book re- is expected to be part of the 1980 budget. The purpose of the FITC is to ex- 
views-are signed and reflect the individual views of the 
authors and not official points of view adopted by the pand knowledge and increase the availability of technology to meet the 
AAAS or the institutions with which the authors are af- needs of developing countries. The FITC will engage in or contract for pro- 
fihiated. 

Editorial Board grams aimed at building an indigenous capacity for science and technology 
1979: E. PETER GEIDuscHEK, WARD GoonENouGH, in developing countries as well as a capacity to plan for expansion of the 

N. BRUCE HANNAY, MARTIN J. KLEIN, FRANKLIN A. technical sector and for amelioration of side effects of such expansion. It 
LONG, NEAL E. MILLER, JEFFREY 1. WINE 

1980: RICHARD F. BALZHISER, WALLACE . BROECK- will support and foster direct nongovernmental linkages among scientists, 
ER, CLEMENT L. MARKERT, FRANK W. PUTNAM, BRY- planners, and analysts engaged in development activities in the United 
ANT W. ROSSITER, VERA C. RUBIN, MAXINE F. SINGER, 
PAUL E. WAGGONER, F. KARL WILLENBROCK States and developing countries. 

Publisher The FITC offers an opportunity to foster a collegial, expert-to-expert, 
WILLIAM D. CAREY nonbureaucratic, nonpatronizing, no-strings-attached approach. It could al- 

Editor so be a signal of real change in the U.S. response to the entirely new envi- 
PHILIP H. ABELSON ronment for development. The foundation form appears to promise that as- 

Editorial Staff sistance will be awarded on the basis of the merit of proposals. A major 
Managing Editor Business Manager expansion of the arm's-length foundation model for exchange of personnel, 
ROBERT V. ORMES HANS NUSSBAUM 
Assistant Managing Editor Production Editor experts and professional groups has long been needed in international pro- 
JOHN F. RINGLE - ELLEN F. MURPHY grams. The Agency for International Development (AID) has provided 
News Editor: BARBARA J. CULLITON 
News and Comment: WILLIAM J. BROAD, LUTHER J some support to the development of collegial, productive exchanges by 

CARTER, CONSTANCE HOLDEN, ELIOT MARSHALL, funding programs such as those of the Board on Science and Technology for 
DEBORAH SHAPLEY, R. JEFFREY SMITH, NICHOLAS International Development of the National Academy of Sciences. But AID 
WADE, JOHN WALSH. Editorial Assistant, SCHERRAINE 
MACK support has been too small in relation to the need and has been conducted 

Research News: BEVERLY KARPLUS HARTLINE, 
FREDERICK F. HARTLINE, RICHARD A. KERR, GINA in the shadow, real or perceived, of an agency dominated by American 
BARI KOLATA, JEAN L. MARX, THOMAS H. MAUGH II, political objectives abroad and political pressures at home. 
ARTHUR L. ROBINSON. Editorial Assistant, FANNIE Widespread consultation gives encouragement that the FITC will be well 
GROOM 

Consulting Editor: ALLEN L. HAMMOND 
Associate Editors: ELEANORE BUTZ, MARY Dolw- planned, adequately funded for this time of necessary budget restraint, and 

MAN, SYLvIA EBERHART, JUDITH GOTTLIEB, RUTH launched with the support and enthusiasm that are needed. But there is a 
KULSTAD 

Assistant Editors: CAITILIN GORDON, LOIS SCHMITT, real hazard that it may not keep a sufficient distance from government and 
DIANE TURKIN make a distinct break with the past, and without these features the enter- 

Book Reviews: KATHERINE LIVINGSTON, Editor; prise will surely fail. The FITC will probably become one of the group of 
LINDA HEISERMAN, JANET KEGG 

Letters: CHRISTINE KARLIK 
Copy Editor: ISABELLA BOULDIN agencies under the general rubric of a new International Development Co- 
Production: NANCY HARTNAGEL, JOHN BAKER; YA operation Agency. Such a placement may be administratively necessary, 

LI SWIGART, HOLLY BISHOP, ELEANOR WARNER; JEAN but it would be risky. A major part of the FITC budget and possibly of its 
RocKwooD, LEAM RYAN, SHARON RYAN 

Covers, Reprints, and Permissions: GRAYCE FINGER, personnel will be transferred from the present AID. Its public board will 
Editor; CORRINE HARRIS, MARGARET LLOYD 

Guide to ScientUlc Instruments: RICHARD SOMMER probably be only advisory, without policy or program responsibilities. The 
Assistant to the Editors: RICHARD SEMIRLOSE aura of the AID, fair or unfair though the image may be, will be very much 
Membership Recruitment: GWENDOLYN HUDDLE 
Member and Subscription Records: ANN RAGLAND around. Whatever the true nature of the new agency, it may not be per- 

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE: 1515 Massachu- ceived as new and independent. 
setts Ave., NW, Washington, D.C. 20005. Area code The proposed foundation offers this country the best available chance to 
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467-4367; Guide to Scientific Instruments, 467-4480; participate in international political and economic development under the 
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29 September 1978. sulated from large bilateral national aid programs and their associated politi- 
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Sales: NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036: Steve Hamburger, 1515 foundation, independently operated, can make an immense contribution to 
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C. Richard Callis, 12 Unami Lane (201-889-4873); CHI- development. It may be able to achieve more with limited funds than has 
CAGO, ILL. 60611: Jack Ryan, Room 2107, 919 N. Mich- been possible with large infusions of capital into development projects. This 
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