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THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE Solar Power Satellite: A Plea for Rationality 
5c/ence serves its readers as a forum for the presents- The solar power satellite (SPS) is a much-talked-about means of collect- 

tion and discussion of important issues related to the ad- 
vancement of science, including the presentation of ml- ing solar energy in space. It would carry photovoltaic arrays or solar ther- 
nority or conflicting points of view, rather than by pub- 
lishing only material on which a consensus has been mal power plants and transmit electric power to Earth-based receivers for 
reached., Accordingly, all articles published in Sc/ence- delivery to the utility grid. 
including editorials, news and comment, and book re- 
views-are signed and reflect the individual views of the The SPS is about to become a political football. 
authors and not official points of view adopted by the Three bills have been submitted and at least three more will be submitted 
AAAS or the institutions with which the authors are af- 
filiated. by congressmen and senators in early 1979 proposing various SPS programs 

Editorial Board or goals. The Administration is plagued by opposing views, both internally 
1979: F. PETER GEIDUSCHEK, WARD GoonENouGH, and through external groups and Congress. Choosing up sides has already 
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Publisher instance, it is solar (good), but it is centralized (bad). It eliminated hydrocar- 

WILLIAM D. CAREY hon combustion products and radioactivity, but it introduces upper-atmo- 
Editor 

PHILIE H. ABELSON sphere water vapor and microwaves. It eliminates second-law thermal pol- 
Editorial Staff lution on Earth and moves the power plant thousands of miles from its near- 
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MACK 

Research News: BEVERLY KARPLUS HARTLINE, its environmental acceptability compared with other long-term alternative 
FREDERICK F. HARTLINE, RICHARD A. KERR, GINA energy sources, and a host of polltical, societal, mllltary, and lnternational 
BARI KOLATA, JEAN L. MARX, THOMAS H. MAUGH II, 
ARTHUR L. RoBINsoN. Ed/tor/a/ Ass/stant., FANNIE regulatory qtiestions. The one unfortunate aspect of all the arguments is that 
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Conso/t/ng Editor: ALLEN L. HAMMOND nobody has enough sound information on which to base a rational case. The 
Associate Ed/tors: ELEANORE BUTZ, MARY DORE- only rational questions, then, are (i) does the concept have sufficient future 

MAN, SYLVtA EBERHART, JUDITH GoTTLiEB., RUTH promise to warrant finding out whether it is practical, and (ii) if so, what 
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Assistant Editors: CAITiLtN GORDON., Lois SCHMITT, type of research and how much of it should be done'? 
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Book Reviews: KATHERINE LIVINGsToN., Editor: The answer to the first question seems clear. A sizable amount of federal 
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