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tion and discussion of important issues related to the ad- In 1960, when U.S. science was beginning to depend heavily on grants 
vancemeni of science, including the presentation of mi- and contracts for research support, Leo Szilard wrote a fanciful story)'. In it 
nority or conflicting points of view, rather than hy puh 
lishing only material on which a consensus has heen he suggested that if some person or some group should ever want to bring 
reached. Accordingly, all articles puhlished in Science- research progress to a standstill, they could do so by establishing a com- 
including editorials, news and comment, and hook re- 
views-are signed and reflect the individual views of the petitive grants system under which all researchers would be required to 
authors and not official points of view adopted hy the prepare written proposals describing what they wished to work on. The 
AAAS or the institutions with which the authors are af- 
filiated. commitment of time by the research community in writing, reviewing, and 

Editorial Board supervising such a universal grant system would effectively halt research 
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PAUL E. WAGGONER, F. KARL WILLENBROcK granting agencies in 1978 were as follows: 28,000 to the National Science 
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Editor to the Department of Agriculture. This makes a rough total of 47,500 pro- 
PHILIP H. ABELSON posals in 1 year. 

Editorial Stiilf Calculating the amount of time it takes to write a proposal is not easy, but 
Managing Editor Business Manager 
ROBERT V. ORMES HANS NUSSBAUM 3 weeks would be a conservative estimate for the average time invested in 
Assistant Managing Editor Production Editor each proposal. Thus last year, on the order of 2700 man-years were invested 
JOHN E. RINGLE ELLEN B. MURPHY 

News Editor: BARBARA J. CULLITON in proposal writing. This is probably a low estimate, since it often takes 3 
News and Comment: WILLIAM J. BROAD, LUTHER J. months to write a proposal, and proposals by groups can take as much as 3 

CARTER, CONSTANCE HOLDEN, ELIOT MARSHALL, man-years. 
DEBORAH SHAPLEY, R. JEFFREY SMITH, NICHOLAS 
WADE, JOHN WALSH. Editorial Assistant, SCHERRAINE Any estimate of the time investment must include those involved in the 
MACK 

Research News: BEVERLY KARPLUS HARTLINE, reviewing process. Allowing 3 man-days for review adds another 575 man- 
FREDERICK F. HARTLINE, RICHARD A. KERR, GINA years, making a total estimated investment by the research community of 
BARI KOLATA, JEAN L. MARX, THOMAS H. MAUGH II, 
ARTHUR L. ROBINSON. Editorial Assistant, FANNIE approximately 3300 man-years during 1978. Since most research scientists 
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Consulting Editor: ALLEN L. HAMMOND are in the academic community, where perhaps half their time is available 
Associate Editors: ELEANORE BUTZ, MARY DoRE- for research, the figure of 3300 man-years of research time may, in fact, 
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Letters: CHRISTINE KARLIK posal is the examination of the literature and consideration of research di- 
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