1978 in the Wall Street Journal. At a
press breakfast the next day in Mexico
City, Pemex president Diaz Serrano dis-
cussed the new well, going over its spell-
ing and location several times with re-
porters. According to Charles Green
of the Associated Press, who attended
the breakfast and based an AP story on
it, Diaz Serrano left no doubt the Ixchel
well had been drilled and said that it
‘“‘indicates a considerable platform’’ of
oil. Whether Pemex designated that well
Ixchel-1 could not be determined. More
detail was given in the September 1978
newsletter of the international oil report-
ing service Petroconsultants, S.A., in
Geneva. Specifying a discovery well
with the surname Ixchel drilled by May
1978, Petroconsultants issued a field
record giving the well’s location (92°22’
west; 21°47’ north), geological features,
gravity, and sulfur content. Petrocon-
sultants president J. Dixon told Science
he had no doubt at all that oil had been
discovered at the site—that a field record
was. authoritative. Not only does Petro-
consultants stand by its original report,
but the firm reported another discovery
in late 1978 made in the same vicinity.
—WiLLiaM D. METz

Editorial Writers

Concerning Rochelle Semmel Albin’s
letter (19 Jan., p. 228) on the selection
of Science editorial writers, I hope that
the uses to which the editorial page is
put will continue to be based on (i) the
appropriateness of the subject and (ii)
the credentials of the author to handle
the subject in a competent and readable
manner. This does not lend itself to quo-
tas based on the sex of the author.

I prefer to believe that it is only coinci-
dence that the 19 January editorial is
signed by Lucy W. Sells.

BurTON C. BELDEN
Box 611, Cranford, New Jersey 07016

As an occasional author of Science ed-
itorials, I would like to share my experi-
ence with Rochelle Semmel Albin; it
may sound too simple, but nothing more
was involved than writing an editorial
and sending it to the editor. While I
have no idea how many editorials are re-
ceived, I suggest that Albin give the
same procedure a try—as I assume was
the case with the editorial by Lucy
W. Sells, published in the same issue of
Science.

JURGAN SCHMANDT
Lyndon B. Johnson School of Public
Affairs, University of Texas, Austin
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If it isn’t a Napco’
you may be reading the

temperature
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water jacket

...not the
chamber.

The Napco 7000 series
are the only water
jacketed automatic CO:
incubator that actually
tells you the temperature
of the chamber, where
your important
experiment is taking
place.

All other water
jacketed automatic CO:
incubators read the
temperature of the water,
not the chamber
environment. If your
Napco® water jacketed __

automatic CO: incubator. It}
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research is temperature
sensitive, reading the
exact temperature of the
chamber is critical.

For accuracy and
reliability, insist on the
Napco 7000 models.
They are the most
advanced incubators on
the market. Available in
single or space saving
vertical models. There’s
much more. Write for
brochure.
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Fisher Scientific Co
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Arthur H. Thomas Co
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In Canada

Canlab

Fisher Scientific Co. Ltd
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If you should ever have an equipment breakdown...

a Heinicke/ Napco Minute Man will be
on his wav to vou in 48 hours.
You’ll seldom need the Minute Man service, because

Heinicke and Napco instruments are built to work. But if
you do, just dial toll-free 800-327-9783.
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