
important oceanographers-Roger Rev- 
elle, Sir Edward Bullard, Carl Hubbs, 
and John Isaacs, to name a few-but we 
are not told how they work (or argue) to- 
gether. 

In sum, Scripps has itself a record- 
book-clear, accurate, and complete. 
Friends and associates of the Institution 
will enjoy reading about the people they 
have worked with, and historians of sci- 
ence will find the book a useful source of 
information. 
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The statement was made by Napier in 
the 1930's that malaria probably had 
killed more of mankind than all other dis- 
eases combined, and it is not surprising 
that the relationship between the dis- 
ease, its extraordinary vector, and the 
human victim is intriguing. 

October 1980 will mark the centenary 
of the discovery of the malaria parasite 
by Laveran in North Africa. Even before 
Romanowsky's stain (1891) made the 
study of parasites in the peripheral blood 
relatively simple, a group of intensely 
competitive Italian scientists (especially 
Golgi, Marchiafava, and Celli) led by 
Grassi correlated the stage of the para- 
site with clinical symptoms and made 
significant contributions in distinguishing 
the morphologic features of its three spe- 
cies. But it was Manson and his disciple 
Ross who elucidated the role of the mos- 
quito as the vector despite the hostilities 
of their Italian "colleagues." 

The first part of Gordon Harrison's 
book describes this vitriolic competition 
in an exciting fashion and includes the 
historical background prior to Laveran's 
discovery. 

The second major theme of the book 
relates to the effort to eliminate the vec- 
tor by mechanical and chemical means, 
especially in Panama and Italy. Finally, 
there is consideration of the major effort 
to eradicate the parasite by the use of 
DDT on a global basis, with work ending 
on the proper note of failure. 

A reviewer must not write an author's 
book, but I missed several aspects of the 
malarial plague that might have been in- 
cluded. Nowhere is there a consideration 
of the clinical aspects of malaria, with a 
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