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rized data on more than 100 "men of One distinguished German anatomist is 
eminence" and praised Gauss for the said to have reported at a medical meet- 
richness of his convolutions and sutures. ing that the brain of Lenin was ex- 
In an outrageous example of nonrandom ceptional because on microscopic study 
selection, he arranged a sequence of it was found to have seven layers in the 
Gauss, a bushwoman, and a gorilla, and cerebral cortex instead of the usual six. 
wrote: "The brain of a first-class genius At this point, one of his right-wing col- 
like Friedrich Gauss is as far removed leagues is supposed to have shouted an- 
from that of the savage Bushman as that grily, "Would you consider a baby born 
of the latter is removed from the brain of with six fingers to be a superior speci- 
the nearest related ape" (4). Data can al- men?" 
ways be twisted and misused if ex- NORMAN GEscHwIND 
pectations are sufficiently powerful. The Department of Neurology, 
conviction that black and female inferi- Harvard University Medical School, 
ority would be located in brain structure Boston, Massachusetts 02115 
led "men of eminence" to know them- 
selves and proclaim their innately higher 
worth in the face of ambiguous and con- 
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