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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR Regulating Exposure to Carcinogens 
THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE 
Science serves its readers as a forum for the presenta- A small but increasing number of academic scientists have become 

tion and discussion of imriortant issues related to the ad- alarmed at the threat of crippling federal regulation of their laboratories. 
vancement of science, including the presentation of mi- 
nority or conflicting points of view, rather than by pub- They are concerned about rules in the process of being adopted by the Oc- 
lishing only material on which a consensus has been cupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) governing exposures 
reached. Accordingly, all articles published in Science 
including editorials, news and comment, and book re- to suspected carcinogens. The rules will be applicable to all industrial labo- 
views-are signed and reflect the individual views of the 
authors and not official points of view adopted by the ratories and most colleges and universities. No one quarrels with the de- 
AAAS or the institutions with which the authors are af- sirability of guarding against exposure to chemicals of known toxicity. 
filiated. 

EdItorial Board Controversy arises when substances of limited toxicity are placed on OSHA 
1978: RICHARD E. BALZHIsER, JAMES F. CROW, lists and users are to be subject to regulations designed for very dangerous 

HANS LANDSBERG, EDWARD NEY, FRANK W. PUTNAM, substances. 
MAXINE SINGER, PAUL E. WAGGONER, F. KARL WIL In compiling its lists OSHA spurned repeated offers of help from the Na- 
LENBROCK 

1979: E. PETER GE1DU5cHEK, WARD GooDENoUGH, tional Academy of Sciences. Instead it employed a private firm to make a 
N. BRUCE HANNAY, MARTIN J. KLEIN, FRANKLIN A. 
LONG, NEAL E. MILLER, JEFFREY . WINE literature survey. In reviewing each chemical, if the firm found two positive 

Publisher results for carcinogenic or neoplastic effects, it looked no further. It stated 
WILLIAM D. CAREY that negative findings were not taken into account. 

Editor At the moment, OSHA asserts that its lists are tentative. However, once 
PHILIP H. ABELSON a substance is placed in category I, it can be removed only by the Secretary 

Editorial Staff of Labor, who in turn must follow stringent guidelines. 
Managing Editor Business Manager Items are assigned to category I when they produce cancer in humans or 
ROBERT V. ORMES HANS NUSSEAUM in at least two species of test animals. Hematite (iron oxide) was given this 
Assistant Managing Editor Production Editor 
JOHN E. RINGLE ELLEN E. MURPHY classification on questionable evidence. Other substances in the group in- 
News and Comment: BARBARA J. CULLITON, Editor; dude benzene, chloroform, carbon tetrachloride, and a host of nonvolatile 

WILLIAM J. BROAD (intern), LUTHER J. CARTER, CON- 
STANCE HOLDEN, DEBORAH SHAPLEY, R. JEFFREY inorganic salts. 
SMITH, NICHOLAS WADE, JOHN WALSH. Editorial As- Items are placed in category II if there is suggestive evidence for produc- 
sistant, SCHERRAINE MACK 

Research News: ALLEN L. HAMMOND, Editor; RICH- tion of cancer. Ethyl alcohol is one of the items in this category. Cases of 
ARD A. KERR, GINA BARI KOLATA, JEAN L. MARX, liver cancer have been noted among alcoholics. However, the concentration 
THOMAS H. MAUGH II, WILLIAM D. METz, ARTHUR L. ordinarily present in a laboratory atmosphere is less than that at a cocktail 
ROBINSON. Editorial Assistant, FANNIE GROOM 

Associate Editors: ELEANORE BUTZ, MARY DORF- party. A practical regulation for volatile substances such as benzene would 
MAN, SYLVIA EBERHART, JUDITH GOTTLIEB be to require that operations with them be conducted in an efficient hood. 

Assistant Editors: CAITILIN GORDON, RUTH KUL- This would eliminate any hazard. 
STAD, Lois SCHMITT, DIANE TURKIN 

Book Reviews: KATHERINE LIVINGSTON, Editor; The proposed OSHA rules for handling substances in categories I and II 
LINDA HEISERMAN, JANET KEGG are set forth in the Federal Register, written in gobbledygook apparently by 

Letters: CHRISTINE KARLIK 
Copy Editor: ISABELLA BOULDIN lawyers for lawyers. From a large number of pages the following was ex- 
Production: NANCY HARTNAGEL, JOHN BAKER; YA tracted by William P. Schaefer of the California Institute of Technology. 

Li SWIGART, ELEANOR WARNER; JEAN ROCKWOOD, The employer must monitor each workplace to determine the concentration 
LEAH RYAN, SHARON RYAN 

Covers, Reprints, and Permissions: GRAYCE FINGER, of the toxic substances at least quarterly. Each employee must be given in 
Editor; CoRRINE HARRIS, MARGARET LLOYD writing a report of his or her exposure. 

Guide to Scientlfic Instruments: RICHARD SOMMER The employer must provide at no cost to the employee, and ensure that 
Assistant to the Editors: RICHARD SEMIKLosE 
Membership Recruitment: GWENDOLYN HUDDLE employees wear, protective clothing and other equipment. The clothing 
Member and Subscription Records: ANN RAGLAND must be kept clean by the employer, and the employer must ensure that the 

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE: 1515 Massachu- employee removes all protective clothing at the end of the work shift. 
setts Ave., NW, Washington, D.C. 20005. Area code The employer must institute a program of medical surveillance, including 
202. General Editorial Office, 467-4350; Book Reviews, 
467-4367; Guide to Scientific Instruments, 467-4480; individual medical examinations and tests for each employee exposed to 
News and Comment, 467-4430; Reprints and Per- 
missions, 467-4483; Research News, 467-4321; Cable: any toxic substance, all at no cost to the employee. There must be an initial 
Advancesci, Washington. For 'Instructions for Contrib- examination and periodic examinations thereafter. 
utors, write the editorial office or see page xi, Science, Records must be kept of all monitoring in the workplace and of all em- 
29 September 1978. 
BUSINESS CORRESPONDENCE: Area Code 202. ployees who are exposed to any toxic substance. The records must be kept 
Business Office, 467-4411; Circulation, 467-44i7. 

Advertising Representatives for 40 years, or 20 years after termination, whichever is longer. 
Director: EARL J. SCHERAGO One of the galling features of the OSHA regulations is that professional 
Production Manager: MARGARET STERLiNG scientists who have only occasional exposure to chemicals such as benzene 
Advertising Sales Manager: RICHARD L. CHARLES 
Marketing Manager: HERBERT L. BURKLUND must comply with rules designed for untrained workers exposed chronical- 

Sales: NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036: Steve Hamburger, iSis ly. Were the regulations designed realistically, the several hundred scien- 
Broadway (212-730-1050); SCOTCH PLAINS, N.J. 07076: 
C. Richard Callis, 12 Unami Lane (20i-889-4873); CHI- tists working with dangerous carcinogens would be carefully protected 
CAGO, ILL. 60611: Jack Ryan, Room 2i07, 919 N. Mich- while expensive and useless annoyance would be avoided for perhaps 
igan Ave. (312-DE-7-4973); BEVERLY HILLS, CALl F. 1flflflt others whose most serious laboratory exposure is to ethyl alcohol. 
90211: Winn Nance, ill N. La Cienega Blvd. (213-657- -J 
2772); DORSET, VT. 05251: Fred W. Dieffenbach, Kent If OSHA had its eyes on the main chance, its highest priority would be 
Hill Rd. (802-867-5581) 
ADVERTISING CORRESPONDENCE: Tenth floor, to ban cigarette smoking in all workplaces. The present OSHA porposals 
1515 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10036. Phone: 212- invite ridicule, contempt, and noncompliance.-PHILIP H. ABELSON 
730-1050. 
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