The 3700 gets
greater all the time.

Now there’s
a nitrogen
detector
thatis
selective,
sensitive,
and stable.

The new Varian Thermionic Specific
Detector (TSD) for Model 3700 gas chro-
matograph is highly selective for

nitrogen: >5 X 10* with respect to carbon.
Minimum nitrogen detectivity is 1 x 10~
gN/sec and linearity is 10% It's also
excellent for phosphorus detection;
selectivity with respect to carbon is >104
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In addition, this detector is stable and easy
to operate. The alkali source is a durable
ceramic bead with an alkali compound
imbedded in the ceramic matrix. The
ceramic bead permits operation over a
wider temperature range than glass, is
more stable and requires less adjustment
of bead temperatures. Result: reliable,
reproducible operation with long bead
lifetime for minimum maintenance and
lower cost. It's another reason why the
greatest gas chromatograph is getting
greater all the time. For details write
Varian Instrument Division, 611 Hansen
Way, Box D-070, Palo Aito, CA 94303, or
circle the Reader Service Number.
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LETTERS
Horatio Alger on Work

Carl N. Degler, in reviewing (7 July, p.
42) The Work Ethic in Industrial Amer-
ica, 1850-1920 by Daniel T. Rodgers,
writes that ‘“None of Alger’s heroes was
ever shown working,”” an observation
that he has apparently drawn from Rod-
gers’ book and that he finds both startling
and crucial. Unfortunately, the observa-
tion is incorrect. The second scene of
Alger’s first novel (Ragged Dick, 1867)
shows the title character hard at work
shining shoes on a public street, a scene
repeated a number of times in the novel.
While it is true that adventure occupies
more of the plot than does the graphic
description of work, a more important
observation than this concerns the shift
of values Degler reports: in writing about
the accommodation to the new tech-
nology that obviated much independent
work, Alger consciously substituted a
new kind of mental work, a fact neither
Degler nor Rodgers seems to notice.
Here, for example, are the words of
Dick’s patron-to-be recounting his own
rise from poverty: ** ‘I entered a print-
ing office as an apprentice, and worked
some years. . . . But there was one thing
I got while I was in the printing-office
which I value more than money. . ..
A taste for reading and study’ ’’ (chapter
11). The shift from physical to mental
work gives the plot its shape, Dick’s
final triumph in this first novel of the
series being his successful writing of
his proper name, Richard Hunter, in a
“hand so free’’ that he is hired for in-
door work as a trusted clerk. Through-
out the book we see graphically depicted
a sort of work that AAAS members must
all recognize: late-night study.

ERiC S. RABKIN
Department of English Language and
Literature, University of Michigan,
Ann Arbor 48109

Moscow Genetics Congress

The freedom of science and of scien-
tists is a matter of grave concern to re-
searchers throughout the world. In re-
cent months, the government of the
U.S.S.R. has unleashed an unremitting
attack against our Soviet colleagues.
Shcharansky, Orlov, Begun, and Gold-
shtein have all been given harsh sen-
tences of imprisonment and/or exile.
Sadly, these trials are only one part of a
large-scale campaign of intimidation.

In Shcharansky’s trial, science itself

was used as a weapon by his prose-
cutors. He was accused of having ar-
ranged for the transmission to Western
intelligence agencies of ‘‘secret informa-
tion’’ pertaining to Soviet research in ge-
netic engineering. This is a politicization
of science which we cannot counte-
nance. Such accusations do not provide
an atmosphere conducive to holding an
international conclave that will surely be
focusing on recent advances in recombi-
nant DNA research.

We are convinced that at this time the
most effective means by which Western
geneticists can demonstrate the depth of
their concern over these circumstances
is to refrain from participating in the 14th
International Congress of Genetics.
Among the leading dissidents and refuse-
niks who concur with this view are Aca-
demicians Sakharov and Levich.

We therefore urge Western geneticists
not to participate in this Congress, which
is being held in Moscow so soon after
these trials.

Having said that, we recognize that
Western scientists are a heterogeneous
group. Some geneticists will choose, for
various reasons, to attend the confer-
ence. We hope that they will express
their concern, both by discussing the is-
sues with our Soviet colleagues and by
visiting with the ostracized dissident and
refusenik scientists.
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