
Accounts May Get Professor Fired 
A respected social science professor at the University of Colorado, J. 

Eugene Haas, is fighting a university move to dismiss him because he al- 
legedly falsified travel vouchers to have his federal grant pay for a vacation 
in Hong Kong with a female associate on his staff. 

The case is causing some raised eyebrows in Washington among members 
of Congress who are increasingly concerned with whether the government 
can keep tabs on how its research money is really spent. Senator William 
Proxmire (D-Wis.), who heads an appropriations subcommittee with re- 
sponsibility for the National Science Foundation (NSF), which sponsors 
Haas's work, recently asked NSF witnesses some hard questions on the 
Haas situation. NSF over the years has awarded Haas more than $2.65 mil- 
lion, and its 1977 audit of the professor's private company turned up irregu- 
larities. Proxmire also chided NSF for not having acted more vigorously 
when a 1976 NSF report claimed Haas was regularly charging NSF for more 
than 100 percent of his time. 

Haas specializes in the social and public policy aspects of natural disas- 
ters, such as earthquakes and man-induced natural events such as weather 
modification. More recently, he has obtained generous grants in the mush- 
rooming field of the social implications of earthquake prediction. Colleagues 
in Colorado and Washington speak highly of Haas. NSF is holding up deci- 
sions on current grant applications from Haas pending the outcome of the 
university's investigation. 

At present Haas is in several kinds of trouble. The travel agent's tip led to 
a Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) inquiry and prosecution. In Janu- 
ary, in U.S. District Court, Haas pleaded guilty to a misdemeanor charge 
for the misuse of federal funds in falsifying travel vouchers submitted to the 
university so that the Hong King trip of his associate, Madalyn Mary Par- 
sons, would be paid for from his NSF grant. In exchange for the guilty plea, 
federal prosecutors agreed to drop other felony charges. Haas was sen- 
tenced to a $1000 fine and a year's probation. 

And in May 1977, when the story of the trip and the FBI investigation 
became known, the university chancellor recommended that Haas be dis- 
missed. At present, its Faculty Privilege and Tenure Committee is investi- 
gating the university's charges against Haas, including double billing of nu- 
merous expenses, nepotism in the hiring of his sister and daughter, and 
"moral turpitude" for falsifying the Hong Kong trip vouchers. 

Haas is the first professor at the university to fight a dismissal proceeding, 
according to campus spokesmen. Before the committee's hearing on 6 
April, Haas maintained that he had planned to bill his NSF grant for Par- 
sons' trip and pay the money back later. Indeed, Haas reimbursed the uni- 
versity $3142 in March and April, after the FBI had interviewed Parsons. 

Any other mistakes he may have made, Haas testified, were "honest" ones. 
He also said the university had made errors in paying some bills twice. 
He testified that he had forgotten to pay back the university for the trip 
because of the strains on his marriage and pressure on him to write a 

300-page report following the Hong Kong trip. 
NSF began its audit of Haas's company-of which he and his wife make 

up the board of directors-in May, 1977, after the chancellor had recom- 
mended dismissal. A copy of the audit report, obtained by Science, shows 
that the company was charged for 70 percent of an apartment in Boulder 
where Parsons apparently lived. Haas's name also appeared on the mailbox, 
according to the audit report. NSF auditors disallowed $1927 in expenses 
charged to the government from a trip Haas had taken with his family 
around the world in 1975; NSF disallowed another $790 in travel expenses. 
The NSF was letting these overcharges run up against new expenses, offi- 
cials say, when the work on the grants stopped last February due to the 
resignation of a key worker. More important than the specifics of the Haas 
case, however, is the fact that neither the NSF nor the university would 
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ported that several of their patients- 
who apparently had been smoking para- 
quat-laden marijuana-have experienced 
uncomfortable breathing and have been 
spitting up blood. Both the CDC and the 
doctors themselves are cautious about 
attributing the symptoms to paraquat, 
however, apparently because corrobo- 
rating tests have not been devised. 

Whether or not any poisoning has oc- 
curred thus far, users of marijuana ap- 
pear to be increasingly aware of the po- 
tential risks. Charles Becker, a physician 
associated with the Haight-Asbury Free 
Clinic in San Francisco, told Science 
that the center has received hundreds of 
calls from smokers reporting adverse ef- 
fects potentially related to the herbicide. 
Testing laboratories in Palo Alto, Cali- 
fornia, and North Miami, Florida, which 
guarantee anonymity for their clients, 
have been doing a brisk business in chro- 
matography (contamination) tests of 
marijuana samples mailed in from all 
over the country. G. D. Searle, a phar- 
maceutical manufacturer, recently orga- 
nized a testing program-the only free 
one-in Chicago, Illinois, and found that 
39 of the first 40 samples tested were 
contaminated by paraquat. As the entire 
affair has received wider publication, the 
backlog of samples at each testing center 
has become substantial. 

Meanwhile, officials in Washington 
have remained reluctant to express 
strong concern over the issue. No formal 
attempts have been made to seek Mexi- 
can cooperation in suspending the 
spraying. Lee Dogoloff, an official in the 
Office of Drug Abuse Policy in the White 
House, noted that "the government does 
feel some responsibility to smokers, but 
individuals do have some responsibility 
and choice in the matter-they don't 
have to smoke." Secretary of State Cy- 
rus Vance, in a letter to Senator Charles 
Percy (R-Ill.), said that he personally 
shared Percy's concern about the prob- 
lem and "will do everything possible to 
resolve it," but this seems to extend only 
to notifying the Mexicans of the health 
hazards and then waiting until a safe al- 
ternative to paraquat can be identified. 

In a recent statement on the Senate 
floor, Percy-who has been following 
the issue closely-expressed his belief 
that more could be done. "To wait any 
length of time before [a safer herbicide] 
is identified-without in the interim 
doing anything to urge Mexico to sus- 
pend its current paraquat spraying pro- 
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gram," Percy said, "could needlessly 
endanger a large segment of our popu- 
lation." Whichever side is correct will 
undoubtedly become clear as events 
continue to unfold.-R. JEFFREY SMITH 
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