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Science serves its readers as a forum for the presenta- U.S. academic science has fundamental flaws. Yet the quality of such deci- 

tion and discussion of important issues related to the ad- 
vancement of science, including the presentation of mi- stons rest, to some degree, on the quality of these data. 
nority or conflicting points of view, rather than by pub- 
lishing only material on which a consensus has been Paradoxically, fewer information requests could be made by federal agen- 
reached. Accordingly, all articles published in Science- cies (and related national organizations) but the data would be more useful 
including editorials, news and comment, and book re- if presently diverse retrieval activities were better coordinated. Spriesters- 
views-are signed and reflect the individual views of the 
authors and not official points of view adopted by the bach and Farrell? recently documented the burden of federal demands for 

the institutions with which the authors are af- information on one university. Redundant requests for data about graduate 

Editorial Board science-enrollment, Ph.D's produced, expenditures, and so on-consti- 
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Publisher and I have attempted to create such a merged data file. This was necessary 
WILLIAM D. CAREY because different agencies or groups retrieve the best (or the only) data 

Editor about different characteristics of science departments. For example, NSF 
PHILIP H. ABELSON has the best data on federal expenditures by discipline, while the National 
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