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The state of AAAS is reflected in both 
its organizational vitality and its external 
performance. As to the first, AAAS at 
the end of 1977 was doing well. For the 
third successive year the operating bud- 
get showed a decisive surplus. Declining 
membership, which a year ago was a 
source of genuine worry, was reversed 
by a strong surge of new members. Staff 
productivity was very good, Science 
continued to advance in quality and 
readership, generous leadership was 
forthcoming from elected officers, Board 
members, and volunteers, and the Asso- 
ciation survived a stretch of discord. 

In terms of external performance, 1977 
saw substantial gains. The Association's 
efforts to heighten awareness of the na- 
tion's energy predicament won it the En- 
ergy Achievement Award of the Nation- 
al Energy Foundation. Staff of Science 
received the American Heart Associa- 
tion's award for excellence in scientific 
reporting. AAAS initiatives on behalf of 
handicapped scientists and engineers 
paid off in responses from government 
and from educational institutions. In 
the field of international cooperation, 
marked gains took place in the develop- 
ment of the Western Hemisphere federa- 
tion Interciencia, and an array of new 
scientific relationships were initiated 
in countries of Asia and Africa. Gov- 
ernment, industry, and academia were 
brought together to examine problems of 
science, technology, and public policy 
through the AAAS report on R & D in 
the Federal Budget and the ensuing 2- 
day colloquium, now an annual AAAS 
event. AAAS leadership in convening a 
special seminar in Nairobi in conjunction 
with the United Nations Conference on 
Desertification contributed strongly to 
the outcomes of the conference. As a 
nongovernmental organization, AAAS 
made substantial inputs to the govern- 
ment's preparations for the 1979 United 
Nations Conference on Science and 
Technology for Development. 

In the recombinant DNA controversy 
which flared in 1977, AAAS gave priority 
to dissemination of scientific information 
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and opinion, as distinct from adversary 
lobbying. It was also a year in which the 
long-standing confusion surrounding the 
relationships between AAAS and its af- 
filiated societies began to be corrected 
through convergence on problems of 
handicapped scientists and engineers, 
scientific freedom and responsibility, in- 
ternational cooperation in science, infor- 
mation for Congress, outreach to young 
scientists, and issues of national science 
and technology policy. 

Meanwhile, the participation of affili- 
ated societies in the Congressional Sci- 
ence and Engineering Fellows Program 
continued to grow. The Committee on 
Scientific Freedom and Responsibility 
set up a clearinghouse on persecuted for- 
eign scientists, distributed a background 
paper on the problems of scientists in Ar- 
gentina, coordinated the visits of two 
distinguished foreign scientists who had 
been treated harshly by their govern- 
ments, and furnished the impetus for a 
visit to Argentina by Emilio Q. Dad- 
dario, chairman of the Board. On the do- 
mestic side, the committee reviewed 20 
complaints of violations of scientific 
freedom in the United States, and initi- 
ated a review of the procedural diffi- 
culties involved in the "whistle-blow- 
ing" issue. These indicators of external 
performance point to healthy movement. 

While the financial affairs of AAAS are 
in good shape for the time being-thanks 
to growing membership, the effect of 
past dues increases, and a remarkable 
growth in advertising in Science-the fu- 
ture is still troubling. Science, the flag- 
ship activity of the Association, is an es- 
sential but inevitably expensive product. 
Cost inflation in the production and dis- 
tribution of Science has to be experi- 
enced to be believed, with most of the 
pressure coming from inexorable paper 
and postal rate increases. If other opera- 
tions of AAAS are affected by a going in- 
flation rate of 7 percent, these two ele- 
ments of Science's costs experience an 
annual rate of increase closer to 15 per- 
cent. On present trends, AAAS faces a 
doubling time of a decade or less in its 

total operating costs. This nightmare is a 
constant companion of the officers and 
staff of the Association. We are working 
to mitigate the intensity of the problem, 
but the membership faces inevitable in- 
creases in dues. 

The Council heard a report of the work 
of the Board Committee on Future Di- 
rections, reflecting its 2 years of thinking 
concerning the course which AAAS 
should set for the coming years. This is 
an important aspect of self-evaluation 
and forward planning, and as a process it 
should be repeated frequently. It would 
be all too easy for us to be satisfied with 
our current stock in trade and to rely on 
being reactive to ad hoc needs as they 
arise, neglecting trends that suggest a 
changing climate for science and its ad- 
vancement. A common thread in the 
concerns of the Committee on Future Di- 
rections is that AAAS must prepare to 
do much more in reaching out to public 
opinion on behalf of science and tech- 
nology, and that it also must actively ad- 
dress the emerging global issues of an in- 
terdependent world. These are large or- 
ders, but they do not stretch the poten- 
tial of AAAS too far. They suggest roles 
for which a great federation of scientific 
societies would have to be invented if it 
did not exist. 

There is much in the operations and 
the potential of AAAS that is good, but 
there is also unfinished business and 
areas of dissatisfaction. The AAAS fel- 
lowship question is one of them. Despite 
repeated attempts to get a better grip on 
criteria and procedures for electing Fel- 
lows, the matter has reached a stage of 
irritation and disaffection. The Council 
decided to place a moratorium on the 
nomination of Fellows and to put to the 
membership the question of whether 
AAAS should go on with the fellowship 
designation or terminate the ordeal, leav- 
ing the award of scientific honors to its 
disciplinary affiliates. 

Another set of issues concerns the 21 
Sections of AAAS. Some appear too 
large to be manageable, others too small. 
There is a case for reorganization. But 
beyond the aspects of size and manage- 
ability is the problem of Section roles. 
Their most valuable contributions are in 
planning and arranging symposia for the 
Annual Meeting, and participating in the 
governance of AAAS through the Coun- 
cil. I should like to see matters so rear- 
ranged that the Sections take a respon- 
sible part in other main arenas of our ac- 
tivity. An illustration comes to mind with 
respect to Section Q-Education, where 
the Section Committee is preparing a se- 
ries of white papers on current issues in 
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science education. Perhaps wistfully, I 
view the Sections as engines which 
ought to help to drive the Association, 
amplifying and extending what it is 
trying to do in communicating science, 
addressing issues of science and public 
policy, advancing the opportunities of 
minority and handicapped scientists, fo- 
cusing on emerging problems of the glob- 
al environment, and addressing the roles 
of science and technology in stimulating 
a drifting, low-innovation national econ- 
omy. I ask the Section officers to give se- 
rious thought to the ways in which the 
Section machinery can assume a signifi- 
cantly larger share of the Association's 
work. 

Program Highlights of 1977 

The federal tax-exempt status of 
AAAS is not a free gift from govern- 
ment. It is conditioned by the ex- 
pectation that our activities will benefit 
society and not merely our membership. 
That this test is being met is borne out by 
a brief account of current AAAS activi- 
ties. 

Science 

The magazine continued to make its 
influence felt on contemporary thought 
and knowledge. The vexing problems of 
recombinant DNA experimentation and 
containment were aired in the 8 April 
1977 issue, which included 25 reports on 
recombinant DNA. Letters and editori- 
als helped to coalesce the views of the 
scientific community as Congress delib- 
erated legislative alternatives for regula- 
tion of experimental research. A second 

important initiative was the publication 
of a special issue of Science featuring 25 
articles on the "Electronic Revolution" 
and its societal impacts. The acute prob- 
lems of energy policy continued to re- 
ceive heavy attention by Science in edi- 
torials and in Research News, and dur- 
ing the autumn 18 articles were recruited 
on various facets of energy, with ex- 
pected publication in 1978. Planning is 
under way for a special issue devoted to 
health care. 

Both circulation and advertising in- 
come rose impressively in 1977. The 
trend in paid circulation, which had been 
declining since 1971, was turned around 
and reached the 1974 level of 150,000. 
Advertising revenue increased for the 
third consecutive year and reached a 
new high of $3 million. The improved 
budget position of AAAS made possible 
increased allocations to Science and the 
staff was able to initiate several new 
projects that will affect future opera- 
tions. Among them were advance prepa- 
rations to comply with the new copyright 
law; surveying our actual and potential 
use of computers for such tasks as type- 
setting, referee selection, tracking manu- 
scripts, indexing, and printing manage- 
ment; reviving newsstand sales; and 
creating our own index. 

The audience for Science reached into 
the millions as hundreds of newspaper 
and magazine articles and radio and tele- 
vision newscasts picked up items from 
the journal and gave them wide visibility. 
Clippings from Science alone averaged 
more than 100 per month. Also, bylined 
articles and editorials were often reprint- 
ed in part or in toto in other publications. 

Science will publish its centennial is- 

sue in 1980. To mark this milestone, 
President Edward E. David heads a 
committee established by the Board of 
Directors to plan an appropriate ob- 
servance. 

Opportunities in Science 

Efforts to advance the status of wom- 
en in science centered on a contract 
funded by the National Science Founda- 
tion to gather data on a sample of women 
and men who had received doctoral de- 
grees in science since 1971, a conference 
held in October, and the development of 
policy and program guidelines for the 
National Science Foundation to consid- 
er. Major gains were achieved for 
AAAS's work with the handicapped, no- 
tably by gaining support from educators 
and in seeing the start of a new program 
for the handicapped at the National Sci- 
ence Foundation and willingness on the 
part of other government agencies to 
fund projects for the handicapped in sci- 
ence. Working closely and effectively 
with educational associations and AAAS 
affiliates, the Office of Opportunities in 
Science has been instrumental in chang- 
ing attitudes and reducing barriers to ca- 
reer opportunities for the handicapped. 
This is a bright chapter in the affairs of 
AAAS. With respect to Native Ameri- 
cans in Science, the main achievements 
in 1977, apart from productive meetings 
and timely publications, were in terms of 
impacts on tribal institutions, federal 
agencies, and private organizations. Im- 
portant initiatives in science program de- 
velopment for Indians, to be launched by 
the National Institutes of Health, the Na- 
tional Aeronautics and Space Adminis- 
tration, the National Science Founda- 

Summary budget for 1978. 

Direct 
1978 grant 

Major category of revenue revenue Office/Center fus and expense 
budget contract 

funds 

Revenue (in thousands) Expense (in thousands) 
Dues of annual members $ 3,625 Executive Office $ 495 $ 9 $ 504 
November subscriptions 1,390 Contingency reserve 100 100 
Advertising in Science 3,000 Office of Administration 1,142 1,142 
Grant and contract funds 1,102 Office of Comptroller 295 295 
Subscriptions to Science Books 90 Membership and Public 321 50 371 

& Films Information Office 
Annual meeting registration 165 Development Office 55 55 

and exposition Editorial Center (Science) 5,500 5 5,505 
Investment income 360 Meetings and Publications Center 589 589 
Product sales 410 Programs Center 492 933 1,425 
Contributions and other items 250 Contingency for potential income 190 190 

taxes 
Total revenue $10,392 

Total expense 9,179 997 10,176 
Unexpended operating balance 216 216 

Total $9,395 $997 $10,392 
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tion, the Department of Energy, and tri- 
bal colleges and majority educational in- 
stitutions, are the result of this AAAS 
project. Nearly $400,000 in outside fund- 
ing has been attracted to support the pro- 
grams of the Office of Opportunities in 
Science, reflecting the interest of five 
federal agencies, four corporations, and 
two private foundations. 

Public Sector 

1977 was the second year to see pub- 
lication of the AAAS report on R & D 
in the Federal Budget, a crosscutting 
examination of current and long-range 
trends and issues in federal funding. 
This study, directed by Willis Shapley 
with the guidance of the AAAS Com- 
mittee on Science, Engineering, and 
Public Policy, annually provides a unique 
analytical window on decision-making 
as it affects direction in science and 
technology. AAAS is grateful for sup- 
port from the Sloan Foundation in mak- 
ing this work possible. 

The Shapley report was again the basis 
for a 2-day Washington Science Policy 
Colloquium in June, attended by some 
250 participants from Congress, the Ex- 
ecutive Branch, industry, universities, 
and state governments. This spring Sci- 
ence Policy Colloquium, initiated during 
the presidency of William D. McElroy, is 
becoming a major annual event for 
AAAS. The 1978 Science Policy Collo- 
quium will be held in Washington on 20 
and 21 June. 

The AAAS Mass Media Intern Pro- 
gram completed a third successful year. 
Aimed at building better relations be- 
tween the scientific and media sectors, 
the 1977 program selected 20 scientists 
and engineers from a field of 450 appli- 
cants. Interns were assigned for summer 
employment with newspapers, a maga- 
zine, and radio and television outlets. 
Funds to support this program have been 
provided by the Russell Sage Foundation 
and the National Science Foundation. 

An important activity continues to be 
the Congressional Science and Engineer- 
ing Fellows Program. It is the best ex- 
ample of collaboration between AAAS 
and its affiliates, which together support- 
ed 20 Fellows in 1977 for 1-year assign- 
ments in Senate and House offices and 
committees. In 1978 AAAS will initiate 
four new Congressional Fellowships in 
the area of child policy, with financial 
support from the W. T. Grant Founda- 
tion and the Foundation for Child Devel- 
opment. In 1977, 12 organizations spon- 
sored Congressional Science and Engi- 
neering Fellows and participated in the 
AAAS-coordinated program, including 
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ten affiliates of the Association. In 1978 
several more affiliates will select and 
sponsor Fellows. Major articles on the 
Program appeared in the August issue of 
Physics Today and a fall issue of The 
Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, and an- 
other will soon appear in Grants Maga- 
zine. As has been the case in each of the 
past 4 years, a symposium in which sev- 
eral present and past Fellows described 
congressional issue areas was presented 
at the 1978 Annual Meeting. 

The AAAS program of Regional Semi- 
nars in the Public Understanding of Sci- 
ence has been focused on decision- 
makers, including state legislators, re- 
flecting our judgment that in order for a 
modest program to make a difference in 
public understanding it should select 
critical current issues and aim for action- 
oriented audiences. The last National 
Science Foundation-supported seminar 
took place at the University of Georgia, 
and was concerned with the recombinant 
DNA research issue. Subsequently, 
AAAS fielded several energy-related re- 
gional seminars. A conference on Na- 
tional Energy Policy, co-sponsored by 
AAAS with the MITRE Corporation and 
the Carnegie Institution of Washington, 
was followed by two regional seminars 
funded by the Energy Research and De- 
velopment Administration. One in Phila- 
delphia at the Franklin Institute on "Re- 
gional Implications of the National Ener- 
gy Plan" was cosponsored with Sigma 
Xi, and the other was held at Billings, 
Montana, with the Inter-Tribal Board as 
cosponsor, on the subject of energy re- 
source development in relation to Indian 
lands. 

Two other collaborative activities call 
for brief mention. The National Confer- 
ence of Lawyers and Scientists, a joint 
undertaking by AAAS and the American 
Bar Association, is dealing with a range 
of difficult conceptual and procedural 
problems at the interface of science, 
technology, and the legal process. Dur- 
ing the 1978 Annual Meeting, the confer- 
ence sponsored a symposium on "As- 
sessing Technological Risk." A major 
project is planned to begin in 1978-a se- 
ries of scholarly articles related to prob- 
lems occurring at the law-science inter- 
face to appear in Science and the ABA 
Journal. 

Another collaborative program in- 
volving many AAAS affiliates is the 
group known as AISLE (An Intersociety 
Liaison Committee) which brings state 
legislators together with scientists, engi- 
neers, and other technical professionals 
to work toward solutions of public policy 
questions in the energy-environment 

area. The Maryland General Assembly 
was host in December for the fourth AISLE 
conference/workshop, "Energy Dilem- 
ma: A Challenge for Maryland," which 
included more than 30 legislative and 70 
professional society participants." 

Finally, a new initiative begun in 1977 
with cooperation of our affiliates is aimed 
at enlarging and improving the response 
capabilities of the scientific and engi- 
neering communities to the needs of the 
national legislative process. Still in the 
trial and error stages, this program will 
test the capacities of the scientific and 
engineering communities to provide in- 
formation to the Congress and its institu- 
tions as a public service activity. The 
emphasis will be on important public pol- 
icy issues with a substantial scientific 
and technological content. 

International 

Seventy-eight AAAS affiliates have 
nominated representatives to the AAAS 
Consortium of Affiliates for International 
Programs, which was formed in 1976 to 
exchange information and plans con- 
cerning international scientific and tech- 
nical programs. Consortium seminars in 
1977 dealt with federal organization for 
international science and technology, in- 
ternational science education, and non- 
governmental organization initiatives for 
the United Nations Conference on Sci- 
ence and Technology for Development. 

AAAS held meetings for government 
officials on such subjects as new uses of 
advanced technologies in developing 
countries, bilateral agreements with 
Mexico and India, the United Nations 
Water Conference, and problems in sci- 
entific freedom and responsibility. The 
Office of International Science assisted 
the Environmental Protection Agency in 
compiling a publication on selected or- 
ganizations engaged in international en- 
vironmental studies. It also took part in 
workshops to assist the Agency for In- 
ternational Development (AID) in de- 
vising guidelines for programs in popula- 
tion and appropriate technology, partici- 
pated in a State Department seminar ex- 
amining U.S. development policies for 
Asia, and took an active role with the 
State Department concerning the contri- 
butions of nongovernmental organiza- 
tions to preparations for the United 
Nations Conference on Science and 
Technology for Development. Three 
seminars were organized for foreign 
attaches posted to embassies in Wash- 
ington, dealing with the U.S. informa- 
tion industry, the Office of Technology 
Assessment, and regulation of research 
on recombinant DNA. 

293 



AAAS sent a delegation led by Marga- 
ret Mead to the Pacific Science Associa- 
tion Inter-Congress Meetings on Appro- 
priate Technology, held in Bali in July. 
The Congress addressed such questions 
as technology transfers between devel- 
oped and less-developed countries, and 
criteria for selecting appropriate tech- 
nologies by less-developed countries. 
The East African Academy was a co- 
host for the Nairobi Seminar on 
Desertification, while the West African 
Science Association was represented at 
the AAAS Annual Meeting in Denver. 
Other associations which sent represen- 
tatives to Denver were the Korean Fed- 
eration of Scientific and Technological 
Societies, the French Association for the 
Advancement of Science, the Pacific Sci- 
ence Association, the Interciencia Asso- 
ciation, and SCITEC of Canada. The 

meeting was also attended by represen- 
tatives of the Intermediate Technology 
Development Group (England), the 
Shahdol Intermediate Technology Group 
(Indian), and the Technology Consultan- 
cy Center (Ghana). 

AAAS was represented at the annual 
meetings of science associations in Sri 
Lanka, India, and France. It was also 

represented at a workshop on energy uti- 
lization sponsored by the Tanzanian Na- 
tional Scientific Research Council and at 
the founding meeting of the Association 
of Faculties of Science of African Uni- 
versities. 

A high priority of AAAS is the contin- 
ued development and strengthening of 
the Interciencia Association, a federa- 
tion of scientific associations of the 
Western Hemisphere which has grown 
out of the 1973 AAAS-CONACYT Spe- 
cial Meeting in Mexico City. Past AAAS 

presidents Leonard Rieser and Roger 
Revelle have given generously of their 
time and skills to this activity, as has the 
editor of Science, Philip Abelson. The 
federated associations participate in joint 
symposia on scientific and technical top- 
ics, and the trilingual journal Inter- 
ciencia is in its second year of pub- 
lication despite severe growing pains. A 

major symposium on "Nutrition and Ag- 
riculture: Strategies for Latin America" 
was held in Washington, D.C., in Febru- 

ary, and "Energy and Development in 
the Americas" in Brazil in March. A 
third symposium on "Arid Lands and 
Desertification" (Mexico in August) is 
under discussion. 

In 1977 the International Office com- 
pleted a research project funded by AID 
on Cultural Factors in Population, origi- 
nally stimulated by population anthro- 
pologists in Section H. The resulting 
publication in 1977, Village Women: 
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Their Changing Lives and Fertility 
joined two previous AAAS publications, 
Culture and Population Change (1976) 
and Population: Dynamics, Ethics and 
Policy (1975). Pergamon Press published 
The Many Facets of Human Settle- 
ments: Science and Society, a collection 
of papers, edited by Irene Tinker and 
Mayra Buvinic, commissioned by AAAS 
for the United Nations Habitat Confer- 
ence of 1976. 

Anticipating the United Nations Con- 
ference on Desertification in 1977, 
AAAS drew on the resources of its Com- 
mittee on Arid Lands. The focus of the 
AAAS input was on developing indica- 
tors of desertification in the physical, bi- 
ological, and social fields which would 
be useful for monitoring and understand- 
ing the process and in planning anti- 
desertification programs. A scientific 
seminar was arranged at Nairobi imme- 
diately before the conference formally 
began, cosponsored by the French and 
British Associations, the East African 
Academy, the Indian Science Congress, 
and the Interciencia Association. This 
was a successful initiative which contrib- 
uted largely to the effectiveness of the 
United Nations conference and height- 
ened public awareness of the nature and 
extent of the problem by generating 
widespread international media atten- 
tion. The seminar statement, prepared in 
Nairobi and translated from English into 
French, Spanish, Chinese, and Russian, 
was distributed as a conference docu- 
ment by the Secretariat to conference 
delegates. In further recognition of the 
conference, the Directory of North 
American Arid Lands Research Scien- 
tists was presented as a AAAS contribu- 
tion and a model of a potential world- 
wide directory. 

Scientific Freedom and Responsibility 

In 1977, the membership voted to 
amend the constitution of AAAS by add- 

ing a new objective, "to foster scientific 
freedom and responsibility." During the 

year, the Committee on Scientific Free- 
dom and Responsibility, chaired by past 
president Bentley Glass, initiated the 
creation of a clearinghouse on per- 
secuted foreign scientists, which gathers 
information on repression of scientists in 
other countries, a review of individual 
claims of violations of scientific frieedom 
in the United States, and a study of alter- 
native due process and appeal mecha- 
nisms for scientists and engineers in- 
volved in "whistle-blowing" issues. 

Following announcement in Science of 
the existence of the clearinghouse on 

persecuted foreign scientists, more than 
120 claims of persecution were received 

and are in various stages of review and 
verification. Thirty-two affiliated so- 
cieties now participate in the clear- 
inghouse activity, and 14 claims have 
been referred to them for investigation. 

In addition to case reviews and refer- 
rals, a workshop was held on human 
rights and scientific freedom, with more 
than 25 participants from scientific so- 
cieties and human rights organizations 
participating. The committee issued a 
background paper on the situation of sci- 
entists in Argentina and coordinated the 
visits of Dr. Maximo Victoria from Ar- 
gentina and Dr. Mark Azbel from the So- 
viet Union. As a result of Dr. Victoria's 
visit, the committee recommended that 
AAAS sponsor an on-site visit to Argen- 
tina to express the concern of the U.S. 
scientific community and in December 
the visit was made by President Emilio 
Q. Daddario. 

.With respect to review of individual 
claims of infringement on scientific free- 
dom in the United States, interim proce- 
dures were drafted and 20 complaints 
were studied. The subcommittee deter- 
mined that 13 of the cases were not ap- 
propriate for further review. Five cases 
are being reviewed, another has been re- 
ferred to a different subcommittee, and 
one has been sent to an affiliated society 
for further action. 

The Subcommittee on Professional 
and Social Responsibilities of Scientists 
initiated an extensive study of the proce- 
dural difficulties involved in the whistle- 
blowing issue, focusing on cases in- 
volving scientists working in government 
regulatory agencies. Several articles on 
whistle-blowing were published by com- 
mittee members as part of this study, in- 

cluding articles in Physics Today, Biosci- 
ence, the newsletter on Technology cand 
Society, and other publications. 

During the 1978 Annual Meeting, the 
committee sponsored symposia on scien- 
tists and human rights, whistle-blowing, 
the regulation of scientific research, and 
low-level radiation. 

Four members of the committee testi- 
fied in hearings on science policy impli- 
cations of regulation of recombinant 
DNA research held by the House Com- 
mittee on Science and Technology. 

Science Education 

More than 3000 college teachers are 

taking part in the 1977-78 program of 
Short Courses for College Teachers, 
funded for the eighth year by the Nation- 
al Science Foundation. The program, 
which is designed to keep college science 
teachers up to date on developments in 
their own and related fields, continues to 
receive high marks from college educa- 
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tors. The 1977-78 series comprises 52 
courses. AAAS has reached a transi- 
tional understanding with the National 
Science Foundation whereby AAAS will 
henceforth limit its roles to selection of 
course topics and speakers, and arrange- 
ments for the program. Other AAAS of- 
fices, particularly the Office of Opportu- 
nities in Science, advise and assist the 
Office of Science Education in devel- 
oping the short course program. 

The Office of Science Education has 
been working closely with the officers of 
Section Q, and it has been agreed that a 
series of issue papers will be drafted 
dealing with trends and problems in sci- 
ence education and laying out policy rec- 
ommendations. Five half-day symposia 
on Issues in Science Education were 
scheduled for the 1978 Annual Meeting, 
and it is expected that the issue papers 
will flow from these symposia. 

The Board of Directors charged the 
science education staff with the task of 
examining new and useful initiatives for 
reaching young people of school age. As 
a first step, data were gathered on the 
youth activities of affiliates and acad- 
emies of science. In September the Forum 
for the Advancement of Students in Sci- 
ence and Technology (FASST), in col- 
laboration with the Office of Science 
Education, conducted a survey of youth 
programs of AAAS-affiliated societies. 
Recommendations to the Board are in 
preparation. 

Under a grant from the National Sci- 
ence Foundation, the Office of Science 
Education made a survey of academic 
programs and courses in ethics and val- 
ues in science and technology. The re- 
sults will be published later this year. 

Annual Meeting 

The 1978 Annual Meeting in Washing- 
ton, D.C., in February was both a scien- 
tific and cultural success, keyed to the 
theme "Science and Technology: New 
Tools, New Dimensions." The Local 

Advisory Committee, cochaired by Gil- 
bert Grosvenor and Robert Nathan, 
brought the Capitol area community into 
vigorous participation. Nearly 6000 per- 
sons attended the meeting, which offered 
138 symposia, ten public lectures, 950 
speakers, the film festival, and an ex- 
cellent exhibits program. Physically 
handicapped scientists and engineers 
continued to take advantage of the bar- 
rier-free meeting in growing numbers. 
Press and media coverage was exten- 
sive, including international reporting. 

In the light of the overall quality and 
balance of the Washington meeting, the 
Association can only feel profound frus- 
tration over the inexcusable indignities 
to which speakers in the session on 
"Sociobiology" were subjected. We are 
all diminished by such conduct, and the 
Association cannot condone it. 

Membership 

Redirection of membership recruiting 
activities paid off very well in 1977, re- 
versing years of falling enrollment. As 
of mid-December, AAAS membership 
stood at 127,832-an increase of 12.7 
percent from a year ago. New members 
added in 1977 numbered 28,105, of 
whom 17,986 are regular members, 9488 
are student members, and 631 are foreign 
members. If these gains are sustained 
through 1978, the Association should 
reach or exceed its previous peak enroll- 
ment of 131,829 in 1971. The cooperation 
of AAAS members in nominating poten- 
tial members has been instrumental in 
this growth, and we are counting on its 
continuation. 

Several new or enlarged benefits were 
added in 1977. AAAS members were ex- 
tended discounts on virtually all Associ- 
ation products, especially publications. 
For the first time, members enjoyed a $5 
reduction in their Annual Meeting regis- 
tration fee. The reduced fee was also 
made available to persons who both reg- 
ister for the Meeting and join AAAS at 

the same time. At the year's end, AAAS 
signed a letter of agreement with Associ- 
ation Consultants, Inc., of Chicago, to 
develop and administer a group life in- 
surance program for AAAS members. 
This new benefit is expected to be avail- 
able to members early this year. 

Public Information Office 

Two pilot half-hour radio programs 
were produced by AAAS Public Infor- 
mation staff for the "Focus" series, a 
program sponsored by Resources for the 
Future and the Brookings Institution. 
Some 200 noncommercial stations use all 
or part of the 52-program radio series. 
AAAS contributed a discussion/inter- 
view on solar energy with Dr. Eric Willis 
of the U.S. Department of Energy, Dr. 
John Andelin of the staff of the House 
Committee on Science and Technology, 
and Dr. Ted Taylor of Princeton Univer- 
sity. In addition, AAAS added a new di- 
mension to the radio series by producing 
a magazine-format show comprising 
summaries of News and Comment 
stories from Science,, using actual inter- 
views with the principals involved. On 
the basis of this experience, the Associa- 
tion expects to increase the scale and fre- 
quency of radio production activities. 

Perspective 

On balance, the affairs of AAAS went 
well in 1977. In 1978, another decade be- 
gins, the 13th since AAAS was organized 
in Philadelphia in 1848 with 461 charter 
members led by Louis Agassiz and Jo- 
seph Henry. Such a milestone testifies to 
continuity and to the racing advance of 
knowledge and discovery. Now, sci- 
ence, technology, and humanism run to- 
gether and define dilemmas which Agas- 
siz and Henry could only imagine. 
Whether AAAS will deserve high or low 
marks will be decided by its responses to 
the new context. 
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