nize in this book data they have seen in
previous literature. Students who enter
the field will be discouraged by the high
price of the book.

MICHAEL BARANY
Department of Biological Chemistry,
University of Illinois Medical Center,
Chicago 60612

Settlement Anthropology

Archeological Approaches to the Present. Mod-
els for Reconstructing the Past. JouN E. YEL-
LEN. Academic Press, New York, 1977. xvi,
260 pp., illus., + site plans. $24. Studies in
Archeology.

This book consists of two parts, which
will interest largely different audiences.
The first half comprises a consideration
of the logic and use of ethnographic anal-
ogy and ethnoarcheology, a presentation
of the environment, subsistence econo-
my, and seasonal round of the Bushmen
in the Dobe area of southern Africa, an
outline and discussion of models of hunt-
er-gatherer band social and economic or-
ganization, and a discussion and selec-
tive analysis of the author’s data on set-
tlements, population, and activities
among these Bushmen, both on an intra-
and an intersite basis. All this is con-
tained in some 136 heavily illustrated
pages. Given the brevity of the treat-
ment of these several topics, Yellen has
done a remarkable job of giving us a
readable, clear, and coherent text.

The specialist will want more informa-
tion at many points in the first half of the
book. Much of this is available in its sec-
ond half, which comprises three appen-
dixes giving an extensive and detailed
presentation of the settlement data col-
lected and used by the author and is aug-
mented by a separate packet of large-
scale site maps. To my knowledge, this
is the first book to appear out of the re-
cent concern with ethnoarcheology in
which a substantial body of original data
is presented, and it is likely that the pre-
sentation of raw data in such detail will
ultimately prove to be its major contribu-
tion. Much of the discussion and many of
the ideas and models presented in the
first half of the book exist elsewhere in
the archeological and ethnographic liter-
ature. In fact, as Yellen points out, some
substantial parts of this book are taken
directly from or are heavily based on ear-
lier articles of which he is an author.

What is new in the first part of the
book is the analysis of intra- and inter-
site spatial organization and variabil-
ity. Some of this analysis is straight-
forwardly based on the data presented in
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the second half of the book. Much more
analysis can be done, and Yellen explic-
itly intends the data he provides to be
used for this purpose by others.

Some of the analysis strongly depends
on the insights and expertise Yellen
brings to the task from his experience
and observations in the field. This part of
the analysis is not easily replicated or ex-
tended by other workers. An example of
basic importance is the definition and
recognition of the kinds and significance
of spatial clusters at different scales
within settlements. Not only the signifi-
cance but even the definition of these
clusters might well have escaped some-
one without direct-experience among the
Bushmen, and, clearly as Yellen pre-
sents them, the decisions involved remain
subjective. Yellen gives no explicit, ob-
jective procedures for defining the clus-
ters even though he states several times
that such boundaries as the LMS (limit
of most scatter) can be determined by
““fairly objective means.”’ His insight is
valuable, but a significant amount of sub-
jective interpretation remains.

Nowhere is this problem more evident
or more critical than in the case of the
proposition that the probability of any
particular maintenance activity’s taking
place at any particular site is purely a
function of length of occupation, an idea
that runs prominently through Yellen’s
analysis and discussion. If true this
would fundamentally affect the inter-
pretation not only of Yellen’s Bushman
data but of all archeological analyses of
settlement systems. Yet Yellen, though
he claims to have demonstrated this
proposition, in fact has merely stated it
repeatedly and emphatically. There are
several reasons for not accepting Yel-
len’s insistence on this point as a demon-
stration. One is that such a finding would
be contrary to numerous ethnographic
descriptions of seasonal and location-de-
pendent activities. Another is that the
sample available from Yellen’s work
with the Bushmen to test this and, unfor-
tunately, all other propositions is very
small, is heavily biased in that it is limit-
ed to the camps established by two
brothers and their immediate families,
and represents only seven months of the
year covering only three of the five sea-
sons recognized by the Bushmen. How-
ever, the most interesting hints at a dif-
ferent conclusion come from the very
data Yellen presents. Only 45 percent of
the variance in the number of ‘‘special
activity areas’’ is explained by length of
occupation. And there are suggestions of
differential association of activities and
site environment: of skin preparation
and pegging activities six took place at

camps in nut groves, one at a camp near
salt pans, and none at camps in the ‘‘mo-
lapos,’” and two out of three quiver-mak-
ing activities took place in molapo
camps, one in a camp near salt pans, and
none at any nut grove camp. None of this
is the “‘proof’’ Yellen finds consistently
lacking in archeological research, but it
is ample to cast doubt on whether he has
shown that the activities are ‘‘time-de-
pendent only.”” This is an important
point both methodologically and sub-
stantively for all workers in this field.

Finally, the book is marred by a num-
ber of typographical errors. Many are
trivial, but some may be damaging to its
value, particularly since its main contri-
bution may well be the data it presents.
It is easy to correct for the misspellings
and reversals of illustrations (as in the
case of maps 5 and 7), but how are we to
handle such discrepancies as different
numbers of days of occupation given for
a site in different tables (as in the case of
camp 37, mapped camp 14, in tables 3
and 4) or the fact that a point off the map
for site 3 was used to define the ALS (ab-
solute limit of scatter) for the site? Such
inaccuracies can be' significant, espe-
cially with the very small samples one
has here. Probably no strong patterning
will be obscured by small errors such as
these, but it is a pity that they are there
at all, suggesting that some caution is
needed in the use of these unique and
valuable data.

ROBERT WHALLON

Museum of Anthropology,
University of Michigan,
Ann Arbor 48109

Books Received

Abortion. Malcolm Potts, Peter Diggory,
and John Peel. Cambridge University Press,
New York, 1977. x, 576 pp., illus. Cloth,
$37.50; paper, $10.50.

Architecture and Social Behavior. Psycho-
logical Studies of Social Density. Andrew
Baum and Stuart Valins. Erlbaum, Hillsdale,
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Behavioral Primatology. Advances in Re-
search and Theory. Vol. 1. Allan M. Schrier,
Ed. Erlbaum, Hillsdale, N.J., 1977 (distrib-
utor, Halsted [Wiley], New York). xiv, 194
pp-, illus. $14.95.

Cannibals and Kings. The Origins of Cul-
tures. Marvin Harris. Random, New York,
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