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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR 
THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE Organization of the Climate Program 
Science serves its readers as a forum for the presenta- A year ago the new Administration announced three general administra- 

tion and discussion of important issues related to the ad- 
vancement of science, including the presentation of mi- tive policies that have affected scientific activities, especially in the environ- 
nority or conflicting points of view, rather than by pub- 
lishing only material on which a consensus has been mental area. These policies are (i) to reverse the trend toward centralized, 
reached. Accordingly, all articles published in Science- 
including editorials, news and comment, and book re- White House direction by emphasis on "cabinet government," (ii) to im- 
views-are signed and reflect the individual views of the prove effectiveness by reorganizing agencies, and (iii) to reduce drastically 
authors and not official points of view adopted by the 
AAAS or the institutions with which the authors are af- the number of advisory and interagency coordinating bodies. There are val- 
filiated. id reasons for each of these policies and they may be justified in most areas 

Editorial Board of government; but in the scientific area they have negative consequences. 
1978: RICHARD E. BALZHISER, JAMES F. CROW, 

HANS LANOSBERO, EDWARD NEY, FRANK W. PUTNAM, Departments now make high-level appointments of science administra- 
MAXINE SINGER, PAUL B. wAGGONER, F. KARL wIL- tors without direct involvement of the director of the Office of Science and 
LENBROCK 

1979: E. PETER GEIDUSCREK, WARD GOODENOUGH Technology Policy (OSTP) (the President's science adviser). The OSTP 
N. BRUCE HANNAY, MARTIN J. KLEIN, FRANKLIN A. staff, never large, has been reduced, and the range of its activities and re- 
LONG, NEAL B. MILLER, JEFFREY J. WINE sponsibilities has been further limited. Committees of the former Federal 

Publisher Coordinating Council for Science, Engineering, and Technology have been 
WILLIAM D. CAREY allowed to expire. Perhaps most important, the tendency of individuals to 

Editor think in line with narrow agency interests rather than broader national ob- 
PHILIP H. ABELSON jectives, which has always been strong, has been further strengthened. 

Editorial Staff The costs of these new policies are likely to be greatest in fields in which 
Managing Editor Business Manager 
ROBERT V. ORMES HANS NUSSBAUM activtttes are spread over many agencies. For example, atmospheric re- 
Assistant Managing Editor Production Editor search is carried on by ten or more agencies having a wide range of mis- 
JOHN B. RINGLE ELLEN E. MURPHY 

News and Comment: BARBARA J. CULLITON, Editor; sions. Agency budgets tend to be focused on objectives within the mission 
LUTHER J. CARTER, CONSTANCE HOLDEN, DEBORAH and reach of the agency, while broader national objectives often lose out in 
SHAPLEY, R. JEFFREY SMITH, NICHOLAS WADE, JOHN 
WALSH. Editorial Assistant, SCHERRAINE MACK the grinding of the budget process. Scientific leadership and manpower are 

Research News: ALLEN L. HAMMOND, Editor; RICH- dispersed throughout the academic and industrial communities, as well as 
ARD A. KERR, GINA BARI KOLATA, JEAN L. MARX, through the various agency laboratories and centers. Under these circum- 
THOMAS H. MAUGH It, WILLIAM D. METZ, ARTHUR L. 
ROBINSON. Editorial Assistant, FANNIE GROOM stances, major programs in support of broad national objectives, such as the 

Associate Editors: ELEANORE BUTz, MARY DORF Global Atmospheric Research Program, have been possible only through 
MAN, SYLVIA EBERHART, JUDITH GOTTLIEB 

Assistant Editors: CAITILIN GORDON, RUTH KUL- the joint efforts of several government agencies together with the non- 
STAD, LOIS SCHMITT, DIANE TURKIN governmental scientific community. 

Book Reviews: KATHERINE LIVINGSTON, Editor; The U.S. Climate Program is an especially complex interagency program 
LINDA HEISERMAN, JANET KEGG 

Letters: CHRISTINE KARLIK whose organization is at a critical stage. It addresses the problem of antici- 
Copy Editors: ISABELLA BOULDIN, OLIVER HEAT- pating and reducing the impacts of climate change on society, it has been 

WOLE 

Production: NANCY HARTNAGEL, JOHN BAKER; YA planned with participation by the nongovernmental community, and it is 
LI SWIGART, ELEANOR WARNER; JEAN ROCKWOOD, responsive to the interests of Congress as well as the agencies. As the Cli- 
LEAH RYAN, SHARON RYAN mate Program is developed problems of coordination and management must 

Covers, Reprints, and Permissions: GRAYCE FINGER 
Editor; CORRINE HARRIS, MARGARET LLOYD ' be anticipated, and as results are obtained vital national policy decisions 

Guide to Scientific Instruments: RICHARD SOMMER affecting food production, energy, and land use will be called for. Unfortu- 
Assistant to the Editors: RICHARD SEMIKLOSE nately, the new Administration policies make it more difficult to develop the 
Membership Recruitment: GWENDOLYN HUDDLE 

Member and Subscription Records: ANN RAGLAND necessary structures for handling these problems. 
EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE: 1515 Massachu- The Climate Program cannot be developed within a single agency, no 
setts Ave., NW, Washington, D.C. 20005. Area code matter what plan emerges from the present reorganization study, and the 
202. General Editorial Office, 467-4350; Book Reviews, 
467-4367; Guide to Scientific Instruments, 467-4480; academic community and users of climate information must be active part- 
News and Comment, 467-4430; Reprints and Per- ners in the Program. To ensure that there will be a clear channel to levels 
missions, 467-4483; Research News, 467-4321; Cable: 
Advancesci, Washington. For "Instructions for Contrib- where policy decisions can be reached and agency conflicts resolved, re- 
utors," writetheeditorialofficeorseepagexv,Science, sponsibility for policy guidance and oversight should be centered in the Ex- 
30 September 1977. 
BUSINESS CORRESPONDENCE: Area Code 202. ecutive Office of the President. Some imaginative innovation might be pro- 
Business Office, 467-4411; Circulation, 467-4417. ductive at this point. For example, a joint government-nongovernment Cli- 

Advertising Representatives mate Commission could provide the necessary expertise and breadth of 
Director: EARL J. SCHERAGO 
Production Manager: MARGARET STERLING view. The Commission could be the focus for consideration of major policy 
Advertising Sales Manager: RICHARD L. CHARLES issues. It would take on many of the responsibilities of the National Academy 
Marketing Manager: HERBERT L. BURKLUND 

Sales: NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036: Steve Hamburger, 1515 of Sciences Climate Research Board, but in addition it would be directly 
Broadway (212-730-1050); SCOTCH PLAINS, N.J. 07076: responsible for making policy recommendations to the Executive Office. 
C. Richard Callis, 12 Unami Lane (201-889-4873); CHI- 
CAGO, ILL. 60611: Jack Ryan, Room 2107, 919 N. Mich- -ROBERT G. FLEAGLE, * Department of Atmospheric Sciences, University 
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ADVERTISING CORRESPONDENCE: Tenth floor, Maryland 20852. This editorial is based on a paper delivered at the meeting of the American 
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