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If you
building

or
remodeling
a laboratory
animal care
facility...

tear this
offer out.
and hand it
to your
architect.

Dear Architect:

Our primary business is sup-
plying virtually everything
needed to house and care for
laboratory animals. Inevitably,
this has given us insight into
the needs of such facilities and
has also put us in touch with
the basic sources of information
useful to people like yourself.
Accordingly, we can help with
planning or with guidance as to
who has the information you
need. And we’re happy to share
all this with you...without any
obligation whatsoever. Write
or call Neil Campbell, Lab
Products, Inc., 365 W. Passaic St.,
Rochelle Park, N.J. 07662
(phone: 201/843-4600).

lab products

inc a company

Lab Products...not just
plastic cages, metal cages,
custom fabrication, laminar
flow systems, bedding,
automatic watering systems,
accessories...
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benefit by Americans.) This is subtle
stuff, but it is necessary to remove bar-
riers to implementation of the lessons
learned from Europe.

ROBERT A. HERENDEEN
Center for Advanced Computation,
University of lllinois, Urbana 61801

Carcinogens by Fiat?

R. Jeffrey Smith, in the briefing related
to preliminary findings on the carcino-
genicity of xylitol (News and Comment,
10 Feb., p. 670), appears—as do several
governmental agencies—to interpret the
Delaney Clause as one without reason-
able modifiers. The clause in its entirety
is, “‘No additive shall be deemed to be
safe if it is found to induce cancer when
ingested by man or animal, or if it is
found, after tests which are appropriate
for the evaluation of the safety of food
additives, to induce cancer in man or ani-
mal [italics added].”

The italicized words could and should
be used to establish the appropriateness
of the evidence used to ban varied sub-
stances. The farcical nature of decisions
to ban substances given to animals, usu-
ally rodents, by stomach tube ‘in hor-
rendous amounts, or in other ways in-
appropriate to human exposure, should
be apparent. On the other hand, the need
of pharmacological studies for the inher-
ent evaluation of the biological activity
of such substances is evident, but their
applicability to human practices: should
be judged by separate criteria. =

The interpretation of the first part of
the clause as requiring instant action
even if one animal is known to have de-
veloped a malignancy surely should be
interpreted as meaning a valid observa-
tion of the causal relationship of the ad-
ditive to cancer. Under such circum-
stances, both parts of the clause are con-
gruent.

Last, in contrast to the few, if any,
identifiable deaths from additives cov-
ered by the Delaney Clause, there have
been more than 2 million premature can-
cer deaths since 1950 from tobacco prod-
ucts, which are excluded from regulation
by the Delaney Clause. In addition to
tobacco, the ‘‘natural’’ additives, such
as aflatoxins and various radioactive ele-
ments in food plants, are also not covered
by the Delaney Clause.

Carcinogen should be a biological ap-
pellation, not a legislative term.

GEORGE E. MOORE
Department of Surgery,
Denver General Hospital,
Denver, Colorado 80204

Your experimental protocol can

be impeccable, your LSC counter
in A-1 condition: But if your sample
is on a membrane filter, silica gel
plate, or acrylamide gel slice, the
cpm you obtain may be very
guestionable.

It's a matter of distinguishing
between counting efficiency and
recovery. Unless that's done prop-
erly, your results may vary by a
factor of 2 or more.

Our LSC Applications Lab-
oratory has developed a reliable
method for counting heterogene-
ous samples. It uses our pre-mixed
scintillators, which assure con-
sistently high recovery. Just ask
for LSC Applications Note #19:
Notes on Counting Efficiency and
Recovery, by Dr. Yutaka Kobayashi
and Dr.Wayne G. Harris.

@ New England Nuclear

549 Albany Street, Boston, Mass. 02118
Customer Service 617-482-9595

NEN Chemicals GmbH: D-6072 Dreieich, W. Germany,
Daimlerstrasse 23, Postfach 401240,
Telephone: (06103) 85034, Telex: 4-17993 NEN D

NEN Canada Ltd., 2453 46th Avenue, Lachine, Que. H8T 309
Telephone: 514-636-4971, Telex: 05-821808
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