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For years I suffered terribly from

LETHOLOGICA

until a nice doctor friend prescribed

Mrs. Byrne’s Dictionary
of Unusual, Obscure, and Preposterous Words

Yes, for years | couldn’t remember the right words. People | considered
complete idiots were finishing my sentences for me. | was leaving
blanks in my love letters and suicide notes. | found how bleak the fu-
ture was when | tried a little cephalonamancy (fortunetelling by boiling
an ass head), and tyromancy (fortunetelling by watching cheese co-
agulate).

I went from doctor to doctor looking for help, finally becoming a con-
firmed iatrapistiac (one having little faith in doctors), especially when
one suggested | needed a hepaticocholangiocholecystenterostomy
(look it up).

Then | found Mrs. Byrne’s Dictionary. Now | can be unusual, obscure
and preposterous by turns. Now | don’t need an unabridged to go along
with my collegiate. For entertainment now, | browse instead of groak

e ~(watching people silently while they eat, hoping they’ll ask you to join
e them). | don’t care anymore that we have a kakistocracy (government
AL or rule by the worst).

':"'»,:_:_-:_;i: Mrs. Byrne’s Dictionary by Josefa Heifetz is better than omphalos-
o O st

i

kepsis!

i
i

GARDYLOO!

Herb Caen in the San Francisco Chronicle: ‘“Wildly funny!”

Leslie Hanscom in Newsday: ‘“You can dip in anywhere and come up with pay dirt . . . hundreds of words to stand your
hair on end. Only a clinchpoop could scan these pages without a feeling of awe at the undiscovered boundaries of
the English tongue!”

Nels Nelson in the Philadelphia Daily News: “A treasure! We should all kiss the publisher’s feet!”
Camilla Snyder in the Los Angeles Herald-Examiner: ‘‘Hilariously useful . . . delicious!”

Donald B. Thackrey of United Press International: “A dictionary you can browse through and read like a book . . .
a dictionary that will give great pleasure to many. Every page contains at least one nugget.”

Sydney J. Harris in the Chicago Daily News: “There is no comparable work; | unreservedly recommend it.”
At your favorite bookshop or order directly from the publisher, using the handy coupon below.

— —— — —— —— — —

University Books, Inc., 120 Enterprise Ave., Secaucus, N.J. 07094

Please send me by return mail a copy of MRS. BYRNES DICTIONARY for which | enclose $12.50 plus $1 for
postage and shipping.

My name:
Address:
City: State: Zip:

|
L

(University Books is a Lyle Stuart company) . SN-10/1/77
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authors and not official points of view adopted by the
AAAS or the institutions with which the authors are af-
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SCIENCE

A New Grants Program in Agriculture

In the fall of 1977 President Carter signed Public Law 95-113, known as
the Food and Agriculture Act of 1977. Title XIV of that act authorizes a
program of grants for facilities and instrumentation used in agricultural re-
search as well as fellowships to strengthen training and research in the food
and agricultural sciences. Among other things, the law also states that feder-
al initiatives are needed in such areas as alternative energy sources, envi-
ronmental problems, energy conservation, forestry, climate, extension agri-
culture, animal health, organic wastes, and marketing.

Section 1414 of Title XIV establishes a new program of competitive
grants for high-priority agricultural research to be awarded among scien-
tific research workers including those at all colleges and universities.
Ground-swell support for this program came from Congress, the National
Academy of Sciences, and numerous other groups in the scientific commu-
nity. For fiscal year 1978, $15 million has been allocated to the program.
Decisions to fund the other items in Title XIV mentioned above have not
been made for 1979.

Leaders in agriculture view the new grants program as providing an added
dimension in agricultural research since it will undoubtedly expand the
circle of scientists performing this activity. The Executive budget for fiscal
1979 doubles the funds allocated to the competitive grants program at the
expense of several older formula-based research programs. One of the
programs affected includes agricultural research at land-grant universities
that was initiated by the Hatch Act of 1887. Funding for the latter for
fiscal 1979 is $94 million, compared to $105 million for 1978, a change of
about 10 percent. Many people feel a strong Hatch base is needed in order
that the complete spectrum of agriculturally related problems will continue
to be addressed. Nevertheless, if this budget is accepted by Congress it will
bring more agriculture research dollars under a classical peer review system
such as that of the National Science Foundation and expand the number and
kinds of institutions in which such research activities are performed.

Because of its limited initial budget, the competitive grants program in
1978 will fund research projects in certain critical aspects of plant sciences
and human nutrition. Approximately $10 million will be allocated to plant
sciences and $5 million to human nutrition. Substantial advances in studies
of nitrogen fixation, photosynthesis, biological stress, and plant genetics
will probably take time. The fundamental research program in plant sci-
ences is viewed as a means of providing a knowledge base from which sys-
tems can be developed that will enable growers to increase productivity—
for instance, acquiring the information needed to produce disease-resistant
varieties and varieties that do not require pesticide application, or to opti-
mize legume-Rhizobium interactions for greater nitrogen fixation.

In the field of human nutrition, there are gaps in our understanding of
nutrient requirements, the bioavailability and interrelationships of nutri-
ents, and the nutrient value of foods in the United States. There is also an
apparent need to understand the sociobehavioral aspects of human nutri-
tion, and this problem will be addressed in the current program.

The new grants program is just getting under way. Grant proposals will be

"due at the Competitive Grants Office, U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Arlington, Virginia 22209, in April. The peer review method will be used for
grant evaluation. Suggestions concerning program policy, personnel, and
operation procedures will be welcomed.

The program has been needed, and it should stimulate research that will
serve as the basis for agricultural concepts to be used by generations to
come. Coupled with the established agricultural research system, it should
have a profound influence on agricultural production worldwide.—GARY A.
STROBEL*, Department of Plant Pathology, Montana State University,
Bozeman 59715

*On leave at the Science and Education Administration, U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Washington, D.C. 20250.



IF YOU THINK IT DOESN'T MAKE MUCH DIFFERENCE
WHERE YOU BUY YOUR LIFE INSURANCE...

please look at this cost comparison for *50,000
o-Year Renewable Term Policies issued by TIAA and
the ten largest U.S. life insurance companies!

20-Year Average Annual Costs* for $50,000 5-Year Renewable Term Policies

Policies Issued To Men Policies Issued To Women

Issue age 25 Issue age 35 Issue age 45 Issue age 25 Issue age 35 Issue age 45

TIAA $102.50 | $213.50 | $497.00 | $ 81.50 | $142.50 | $316.50

10 Largest U.S. Companies:
Aetna 216.00 352.00 814.00 210.00 301.00 644.50
Connecticut General 223.00 378.50 816.50 204.00 313.00 673.00
Equitable 187.00 343.50 754.00 163.50 297.50 677.50
John Hancock 200.50 344.00 750.00 192.00 307.50 659.00
Massachusetts Mutual 196.00 337.50 737.00 184.50 313.00 683.00
Metropolitan 188.50 347.00 779.50 162.50 267.00 565.00
New York Life 189.00 337.50 751.00 171.00 281.00 602.00
Northwestern Mutual 163.00 300.00 684.00 147.00 264.00 592.00
Prudential 164.00 300.00 592.00 146.00 242.00 462.00
Travelers 200.50 360.50 820.00 182.00 281.00 603.00

Mean Cost for 10 Companies | 19275 | 340.05 | 749.80 | 176.25 | 286.70 | 616.10

*Based on 1977 premium rates and dividend scales, adjusted for interest (4%) to recognize the time value of money; dividends not guaranteed.

You can see from these figures that owners of TIAA policies issued to 35-year old men by the ten largest com-
policies enjoy substantial cost advantages over persons panies is 59% higher, a dollar difference favoring TIAA,
insured by the country’s largest commercial life insurance adding up to more than $2,500 over the next 20 years;
companies—companies that sell one in every three even the company in the group that appears to offer the
policies purchased by Americans each year. As a staff best bargain demands a cost 40% higher than TIAAs;

member (either full-time or part-time) of a nonprofit the mean cost for $50,000 policies issued to 35-year old
educational institution you are one of the limited group women by the ten companies is double that of TIAA,
that qQaIifies for TIAA and the big savings this eligibility Wcating savings close to $2,90mosing
can bring. TIAA; for the most attractive commercial policy shown,
To give you an idea of savings possible, the figures show women will pay 70% more over the years than for a TIAA
that, as compared to TIAA: policy giving them the same benefits.

the mean cost for $50,000 5-Year Renewable Term

You can get all the facts about a TIAA Or mail this coupon. In either case there are no
5-Year Renewable Term policy that can strings attached and no one will call on you.
help secure the future for your family Life Insurance Advisory Center
by contacting the TIAA LIFE INSURANCE | 750 vind Avence Nawtors. Y 10017 SSOCIATION
ADVISORY CENTER. Either telephone Yes—Id like to know more about TIAA 5-Year Renewable Term

- R Insurance policies. Please send personal illustrations for my age.
collect 212-490-9000 and ask for one

of the Insurance Counselors Eligibility for TIAA
— - Name and Title Date of Birth is extended to em-
‘ - ployees of colleges,
] 2 4 ’ Address universities, private
P schools, and certain
other nonprofit edu-
cational or scientific
institutions, and to
Nonprofit Employer (College, University, Private School, Etc.) the employee’s spouse
Ifyourspouseisalsoeligible according tothe rules  When more than half

’ T e of their earned income
described, please provide: is from an eligible

institution.

City, State, Zip

Alan L. Fox,C.L.U. Joan Scott, C.L.U. Kenneth Sawyer  Robert Cassidy

Spouse's Name Date of Birth

TlAA The College World’s Insurance Association
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